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ae ked, the tyrants and the evil-doers who 


mands cut a sorry figure. They are ashamed 


In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 


CHAPTER I! 


THE PASSING AWAY OF THE HOLY PROPHET MUHAMMAD 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 


“When Allah’s succour and victory (fall of Mecca) cometh, 

and thou seest ten entering the religion of Allah in 
multitudes, then ney thy Lord’s praise and seek His 
forgiveness. Verily He is Most Relenting with compassion” 


(Al-Qur'an,Surah \\ 0) 


The Farewell Pilgrimage : When these Verses were revealed, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had the 
intuition that his days on this earth were numbered. He had 
already cleansed the Holy Ka‘ba of all pollution by banning th 
entry of the polytheists in the sacred precincts and forbidding 
the circumambulation of the Ka‘ba in a state of nudity. As, after 
the Hijra (migration from Mecca), he had not performed the 
obligatory pilgrimage, (in the year 10 A.H.) he evinced keen 
desire to perform the farewell pilgrimage in the company of al 
his followers, before his journey to the beyond. Consequently, 
great preparations were made for this great occasion lest anyone — 
should be left behind. Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) _ 
was recalled from Yaman. Messengers were sent to the tribesmen. 


The holy consorts of the Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allati be upon him) were given the tidings of accompanying 
him. Hadrat Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) was also invited. 


CE eee 


At the Friday Congregation on the 25th of Dhu'l Qa’da. he 

‘announced to the gathering in the Holy Mosque that the Hajj 
carvan for Mecca would be starting the next day. On the morning 
of the 26th of Dhu’l Qa’da. he took bath, put on a new dress and 
pceeded on the long journey after Zuhr (Afternoon) Prayer 
amidst great rejoicings and thankgiving to Allah. Thousands o! 
devotees followed him. The first halt was made at Dhul-Hulaifa, 
six miles from Medina. and they stayed there for the night. 


The next morning the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings o/ 
Allah be upon him) again took bath and Hadrat ‘A’isha (Allah 
pe pleased with her) herself applied perfume to his body. Before 
‘a starting. he performed two. rak’at prayer most fervently be way o| 
‘ ve ‘thar sgiving to Allah: then mounting his camel Qaswa he recited 


alo ud the Talbiya: 
wi _ oie has 


= | am O’Allah! Here I am. Here I am. There is none who 
is Thy associate, Here I am. Surely all praise, pride, favours 
and sovereignty belong to Thee. No one is Thy associate” 


u: and of voices followed his voice and the space echoed 
h ‘mins and praises of Allah. Hadrat Jabir (Allah be 
sed ge him) reported that all around the Holy Prophet 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) there was a multitude 
s far as the eye could see. Whenever the camel ascended 
‘A Bo Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
© Takbir in a loud voice, “Allah is Most Great”, 

al “d met congregation followed suit. The bee jour irney 


cnet to pay their nore to the Holy 
blessings of Allak be upon him). Wh 
e and blessings of Allah be upon him) ; 
ne feaicren he eaned towards them from his 


> 


: nes 


Om Allah! Increase this Holy House in dignity, honour, 
A oa perness and sacredness’’. 


and then offered two rak ‘at prayer at Maqam-i-Ibrahim. 
rime, he recited the Verse : 

“And take ye the place of Abraham for a place of worship.” 
a I-Bagarah: 125). 


: 
ereafter, he proceeded to Safa and Marwa mounts, and 


whe i $ eyes fell again on the Ka‘ba he recited the following 


earing on the Unity and Greatness of Allah : 
ere ae no one worthy of worship but Allah alone. He has 


Fajr me Prayer and stayed in the valley of Namra. After 
the sun had declined, he proceeded to the plain of ‘Arafat, where 
there was a crowd of one hundred and twenty thousand worship- 
pers ‘of Allah, and the earth resounded with the loud voices of 
Allahu Akbar (Allah is Most Great) and La ilaha illallah (there 


is 1n0 god | but Allah). Then, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allal be upon him) mounted his camel Qaswa and delivered 


the Hajj Sermon from the top of Mount ‘Arafat to the huge 
multitude. of men gathered all around the plain. 


The ‘Farewell Address : The Holy Prophet’s sentiments which he 
had for his Ummah are fully reflected in this Farewell Address. 
The Muslims were growing richer and more powerful and he was 
eee cance of wealth would shatter their solidarity. 

is entire stress was on unity and on curbing discordant tenden- 
apes ena of the sermon, he called upon the gathering to 
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look to the needs of the poor and down-trodden masses, see 
that they should not have any cause of complaint. Then he 
explained the causes of hatred and discord among the various 
sections of people and how unity and harmony could be main- 
tained. He then said : 


“oO People! Listen to my words, for I do not think that | 
would be able to meet you in this place next year. Behold! 
hahel QO’ People, your blood, your property and your honour 
wy eke as sacred as this day (Friday), this month (Dhu’l Hija) 
md this city (Mecca) are sacred to you all. O’ People! you 

_ will certainly meet your Lord and you will be held answer- 
> aa your deeds. Beware! Do not be led astray that you 
“cutting each others throat. O’ People ! Fear Allah in 
matter of your wives. You have taken them in lawful 
° k in the name of Allah. You have rights over your 
s and your wives have rights over you. It is their duty 
be modest. It is your duty to treat them with kindness 
love. If they are guilty, you are allowed to admonish 
: You are responsible for the welfare of your slaves, 


eople! I trample upon all the customs and usages 
ime of Ignorance. Revenge for bloodshed as it was 
ne of Ignorance before Islam is forbidden. As an 
ome I forgive the blood of my kinsman Ibn 


en The punishment for eitery is huh 
); (There is) Allah’s curse on the boy who 


entage to anyone except his father and on 


this permission. All debts should be paid off. Things 
r t should be returned. The surety is responsible 
ayment of indemnity. O’ People! Your God is One 
' father is Adam; so an Arab has no superiority of 
| OV er a non- -Arab, or a red over a black or a black 
re . The noblest among you is he who is the most 


Stood, O’ People! I am leaving behind me a 
v hich if you hold fast, you will never go astray. It 
E goko of Allah. O’ Ache there is no prophet after 


O} e day Allah will question you about me, what will 
four answer ? At this, the huge assembly shouted with 
Wo e : O’ Prophet of Allah! You hate, indeed, conveyed 

} ero Allah i and fulfilled your duty as the 


} oot: 
wg ta) 
i) cme ie so passionate and soul-stirring that all eyes were 
we ee rs. After that he declared : 
“Those , cite are present here should convey this message to” 
Ww who Bre absent. It is possible a those to whom the 


look to the needs of the poor and down-trodden masses, see 
that they should not have any cause of complaint. Then he 
explained the causes of hatred and discord among the various 


ania of people and how unity and harmony could be main- 
tained. He then said : 
Bc ren 2 
ieee ayoys People! Listen to my words, for I do not think that | 
would be able to meet you in this place next year. Behold! 
ni oO” People, your blood, your property and your honour 
 vigaatygahe » as sacred as this day (Friday), this month (Dhu’ Hijja) 
and this city (Mecca) are sacred to you all. 0’ People! you 
_ will certainly meet your Lord and you will be held answer- 
or your deeds. Beware! Do not be led astray that you 
Ff, at cutting each other's throat. O’ People ! Fear Allah in 
a8 the m latter Of your wives. You have taken them in lawful 
\ wedloc in the name of Allah. You have rights over your 
i, vives and your wives have rights over you. It is their duty 
to be modest. Tt is your duty to treat them with kindness 
1 love. ‘B they are guilty, you are allowed to admonish 


, e of Ignorance. Revenge for bloodshed as it was 
e of ae before Islam is forbidden. As an 


; po owe money are arly required to return 


ag borrowed. As an example to others, [ 


ntage to anyone except his father and on 
this mastery to any: one except his real 


Id ‘in trust should be returned. The surety is acparaiet 
he payment of indemnity. O’ People! Your God is One 
ur father is Adam; so an Arab has no superiority of 


nor any new iraty Watt should all worship Allah, 
the prescribed five daily Prayers. Keep the Ramadan 


wy 


our rulers and secure a place in the Paradise of your 


“One fay Allah will question you about me, what will 
y Ir answer ? At this, the huge assembly shouted with 4 


Be endrnents and fulfilled your duty as the 
[ of Allah, and sifted truth from falsehood. 


is the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah | e 
upon» “hin Ey in his fore finger towards the heaven and | id 


hric rice : . 
hal ' snetglh cei 
. be Oe lah! Be Thou my witness” je 


is voice as so. passionate and soul-stirring that all eyes were 
‘ Wit 


wet wi h te rs. After that he declared : i 
ape TY 6 


ae are present here should convey this message to 


at 


aor upon you and have chosen for you Islam bes and amidst them was the camel of the Holy 
Al-Ma ‘idah -3), ( d blessings of Allah be upon him), the emanci- 


end | of the sermon, Hadrat Bilal (Allah be pleased 
nounced the Call to Prayer and the Holy Prophet 
of Allah be upon him) led the Zul and 
ultaneously. From there he proceeded to the 
tay at “Arafat) and continued to pray, implore, 

the Almighty Allah, standing straight till sunset 
* made his way through the huge multitude he 
‘his camel asking the people to show patience. 
/ camped for the night. The Maghrib and ‘Isha 
rmed together and afterwards he retired to 
by the Muhaddithin that this was the only 
H oly Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
Supe orm the Tahajjud prayer. 


a ‘system based on sincerity, justice and equity 
was going to be fulfilled. The Holy Prophet 
s of Allah be upon him) observed : 


Euof the 10th of Dhu’7l Hijja, he proceeded 
‘stoning the Devil). On that occasion his 
as (Allah be pleased with him) accomp- 
was moving on at a slow pace. All around 
course of people. They asked questions 
he readily gave answers to them. Near 
handed to him the pebbles and he stoned 
ied the people not to transgress in religion 
been destroyed on this very account 


$5 id 
Al Ata and His Messenger know best. 


After a long pause) Is it not the sacred t te erritory 


J 
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di Khum ; From there he proceeded to 

; Hadrat Bilal (Allah be pleased with 
ing of camel. Usama bin Zaid was 
wDack £0 protect him from the heal 
wete Muhajirin, Ansars, Quraishite 


a son for the actions of his father. Now Satan has been 

disappointed at every being worshipped again in this territory. 

However, if you will follow him in small matters, he will 

be pleased. O’ People! worship of Allah alone, offering of 

a "Prayers. keeping of Fast, payment of Zakat and performance 
of Hajj are the gateway to Paradise.” 


_ rom there he came to the place of sacrifice and slaughtered 
sixty three camels with his own hands and got thirty seven camels 
slaughtered by Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him). All the 
: flesh and skins were distributed by way of charity to the poor 
and the needy. Later, he got his head shaved and the people 

My got his hair distributed among them holding them as sacred 
‘From there he came to Mecca and performed ftawaf (circumambu- 
r 4 ; lation) of the Ka‘ba. He drank water from the zamzam well and 
Wreaimed to Mina, staying there till the 12th of Dhu' Hija. On 
‘the 13th of Dhu’l Hijja he performed the farewell tawaf (Circun 
ambulation) of Kaba and returned to Medina in the company 
the Muhajirin and the Ansars. When he reached Ghadir Khum, 
dressed the assembly as follows : 


? People! I am also a mortal like you. It is possible | may 
, eceive the call from Allah soon which I shall have to accept. 
; I am leaving behind two pivot points among you. One is the 
Book of Allah which is full of light and guidance. Hold it 
fast. The second is my Ahle Bait 1 admonish you to fear 
All lah in their case.” 


@ way, this was the last will and testament for paying 
rd to his family and treating them with courtesy and 


; 


Ttikaf (seclusion in the mosque) during the last ten days. In the 
year 10 A.H., he observed / ‘tikaf for twenty days. One day Hadrat 
rae (Allah be pleased with her) came to see him and he told 
her that his end was near. When,ne remembered the tribulations, 
sacrifices nd steadfastness of the martyrs of Uhud he went 
to. Ganj-i-Shahidan (place of burial), prayed for their salvation, 
performed their Funeral Prayers and bade farewell like a 
benevolent patriarch. When he -returned, he went to the pulpit 
of his mosque and addressed the people in a most affectionate 
and considerate manner : 


: “Companions! I am about to go to my Lord so that I may 
bear witness about you in the Divine Court. By God, I am 
seeing my Haud-i-Kauthar (Reservoir in Paradise) wich is 
as vast as is Aila from Hajja. I have been delivered the keys 
of the treasures of the earth. I have no fear that after me you 
will associate partners with Allah Almighty, but I fear lest 
you should strike one another’s necks for the acquisition of 


_ worldly riches. If you do so, you shall be destroyed like the 
former people”’ 


Then he remembered the martyrdom of Zaid bin Harith and 
ordered Usama bin Zaid to lead an army for avenging his father’ Sm 
murder. He blessed them, asking them to fear Allah and act 
righteously. Then, he visited the graveyard of Baqi‘ and prayed 
for the Muslims buried there, telling them that he was going to 
meet them soon. He recited the verse : 


“This is the abode of the Hereafter. We assign it to those 
who seek not oppression in the earth nor corruption. The 
righteous alone shall meet a happy end.” (Qasas, 84). 


The Last Illness : On Monday, the 29th of Safar, he returned 
from a burial service and complained of headache. Abu Sa‘id 
Khudri says : A handkerchief was tied round the Holy Prophet’s 
head. When he touched it, it was burning hot. By the following 
Monday, his illness had aggravated. With the consent of his wives 
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he was moved to the apartment of Hadrat ‘A’isha (Allah be 
pleased with her). He was so weak that he could not walk the 
distance and was supported on either side by Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah 
be Pleased with him). Five days before his death on Wednesday, 
. he felt a little better, sat down in a tub and had seven goat-skins 
of water poured on his head. Refreshed by the bath he felt 

lieved and he came to the mosque and addressed the people 


a Re 
_ *O Muslims! Before you people have passed who had made 
the graves of their prophets and saints as places of worship 
~ ¥ou should not do it. May God curse the Jews and the 
_ Christians who worshipped the graves of their prophets 
i: st my grave be not adopted as an idol. God has cursed the 
ple who have turned the graves of their Prophets into 


The 10 > is a servant whose Lord has given him option between 
7 
this life and that which is nigh unto the Lord, and the servant 
chosen the latter”. 


nis Hadrat Abu Bakr Siddiq’s eyes were filled with 
and he > said : “©” Prophet of Allah! May our lives and the 
fo our par ents and our belongings be sacrificed for you”. 


he soule "enquired of him as to the reason of his tears 
Ophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
ome incident. 


Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
none more beautiful to us for his unwavering 
ion and for his sacrifice of wealth than Abu 
to mee a bosom friend it would be he; but 
ser brotherhood among us all. The fact is 
i 4 n is the friend of Allah. Let all doors leading 
aE closed except the door of Abu Bakr (Allah 


th him), ie 


a 


a 


he At ar of Medina had constan?ly been weeping during 
this was conveyed to the Holy Prophet (peace 
liah be upon him) he observed : 


I admonish you in the matter of my Ansar 
ber of believers would multiply but my 
| decrease. They are my family and with them 
elter. They have acquitted themselves creditably 
msibility and now there remains what you have 
0 is in power should fully appreciate them and 
their faults”. 

y Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
sd the néws that some people were complaining 
ointment of Usama to the post of the Commander 
d expedition to Syria. He said : Now if you criticise 

mearna as Amir, se have glrcady criticised my, P 


e verily was well-fitted for the comimanl and that 
him is well-fitted also. Indeed, Usama is most dearly 
, as his father was. ‘ 


a b t © last sermon addressed in the mosque. After- 
a ed to Hadrat ‘A ‘isha’s apartment. In the severity 7 
he ‘sometimes stretched one leg and then the other. . 


wards, he retur 


¢ illne SS, 
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Last Four Days : Four days before his passing away he asked 
Hadrat ‘Aisha (Allah be pleased with her) to send for her father 
Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) and brother ‘Abdul 
Rahman (Allah be pleased with him), and also called for ink and 
paper so that he might dictate something so that his companions 
should never fall into error. Hadrat ‘Umar al-Faruq (Allah be 
pleased with him) advised that it was not proper to cause incon- 
venience to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) in that condition and that the Holy Qur’an was 
sufficient for their guidance. Some of the companions differed 
with this view and wanted the writing to be made. At this, he told 
them to leave him alone, as the place he was in was better than 
the one towards which they were calling him. That day he made 
three wills : 


1. There should be no polytheist in Arabia. 


The envoys and deputations should be accorded proper 
welcome and hospitability. 


He said something about the Holy Qur’an which the 
narrator cannot recall. 


"Despite his illness, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 


er had been offered and was replied in the negative. He 
1 water, took a bath and wanted to get up but became 


akr (Allah be pleased ire ot to lead the prayer 
a (Allah be pleased with her) said that her father 
er-hearted and would not be able to lead the prayer 


in his place; but he insisted that he should do so. It is narrated 
that Hadrat Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) was not present 
there at the time and the people asked Hadrat Umar (Allah be 
pleased with him) to lead the prayer; but the Ho Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) insisted that Abu Bakr (Allah 
be pleased with him) should do so. 


The Holy Prophet’s pulpit had been vacant for somedays, 
and now his place of: worship also became vacant. When Hadrat 
Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) stcod up to lead the 
prayers, the people could not control their emotions and Hadrat 
Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) was himself unsteady. He 
led seventeen prayers during the Holy Prophet’s life-time. 


Last Two Days : Hadrat Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) 
was leading the Zuhr (Afternoon) Prayer when the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came to the mosque, 
supported on both sides by Hadrat ‘Ali and Hadrat ‘Abbas (Allah 
be pleased with them). Hadrat Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with 
him) wanted to step back, but he motioned him with his hand 
to keep on leading the prayer. Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with 
him) followed the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of All 
be upon him) and the congregation followed Abu Bakr (Allah 
be pleased with him). When he (Holy Prophet) had finished, he 
returned to ‘Aisha’s apartment. 


Penultimate Day : On getting up in the morning the next day, thel 
Benefactor of mankind emancipated all his slaves who were forty 
in number. His whole wealth consisted of seven dinars (gold coins) 
which he told Hadrat ‘A’isha (Allah be pleased with her) to — 
distribute among the poor. On the last night there was no oil in 
the house to light the lamp and it was borrowed from a neighbour. 
There were some weapons which were gifted to the Muslims. His 
armour had been mortgaged to a jew for about two maunds of 
barley. 


The Last Day : On Monday morning, the 9th of Rabi al-Awwal 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) felt 
a bit calmer. The Fajr (Morning) Prayer was being conducted in 
the mosque. He lifted the curtain between his apartment and the 
mosque, witnessing the Muslims engaged in Ruku (bending low) 
and Sijud (prostration); he was heartily pleased and smiled at the 
sight. The people thought that he was coming out into the mosque 
to join the Prayer. They were so moved that the Prayer was about 
to be disturbed. Hadrat Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) 
who was leading the Prayer wanted to step back but the Hol 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) stopped him 
with the hand’s motion and dropped the curtain and retired. This 
was his last public appearance. 


The morning was a mixture of strange contrasts. One sun 

was rising and the other one was setting. The Holy Prophet (peace 

‘ and blessings of Allah be upon him) had constant fits of unconsc¢- 
| yusness. In his agony he sent for his beloved daughter, Fatima 
gh be pleased with her). She could not control her grief ant 
s him began to weep. He consoled her and said that 


also told her that he was leaving the world soon, but she would be 
first of his family to meet him in the next world. This 
) ed her and brought a smile to her lips. He sent for Hadrat 
id Hadrat Husain (Allah be pleased with them) who wer 


mief-stricken. He consoled them and kissed them and 


seated the Verse : 


SEE Eee 
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He, then, sent for Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him), 
placed the head i in his lap and admonished him to observe Prayer 
regularly a and to take good care of the slaves. 


Now ‘the end was near. The Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) was reclining against ‘A’isha (Allah 
be pleased with her). There lay a cup of water nearby. He repeat- 
edly put his hand in the cup and rubbed it on the face. His face 
altemately turned red and yellow. His lips slowly murmured the 


words : There is no god but Allah. Indeed, death has its pangs. 


“Abdul Rahman ibn Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with them) 
had a 1 fresh J Miswak (green twig) in his hand. The Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) concentrated his 
attention ‘on. it. ‘A’isha (Allah be pleased with her) seeing the 
Prophet's eyes rested on it took the Miswak from her brother 
chewed it with her teeth and gave it to the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). He brushed his teeth energetically. 
Then, he taised his hand aloft as if he was going somewhere and 
murmured the words: To the Companion on high. To the 
Companion on high. 


At the third murmur, his limbs relaxed and he passed away 
from this ephemeral world. 


May the Lord shower His choicest blessings on him, his 7 
oy and his Companions. 


This S was the forenoon of Monday the 12th of Rabi al- 


Awwal. _ According to the lunar year his age was 63 years and 4 
days. 


Verily we belong to Allah and to Him verily we are to return. 


Perturbation among the Companions : The news of the Holy 
Prophet’s departure to the heavenly abode spread like a wild fire 
and paused an overwhelming shock to the Muslims. Some wept 
bitterly, some were struck dumb. The world became dark for 


Jin 
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them. Some of the Companions rushed to the wilderness in the 
intensity of their grief. The Holy Prophet’s Mosque presented 
the scene of Doomsday. Hadrat Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased 
with him) came and silently entered ‘Aisha’s apartment. Ther 
lay the Holy Prophet’s body. He uncovered the holy face, kissed 
the forehead, and again covered it, saying : 


O’ master! My parents be sacrificed for you. Your life was 
pure and so is your passing away. Two deaths cannot over 
take you. You have tasted the death which God had 

decreed; a seconeé death will never overtake you. 


He came to the mosque where Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be 
pleased with him) being beside himself with grief was arguing thus 


The hypocrites say that the Holy Prophet (peace and bles. 
ings of Allah be upon him) is dead. By God, he is not dead 
- He has been called to the Presence of Allah Almighty like 
ips ore Musa (peace be upon him) who came back after 
forty days. At that time, it was also said that Prophet Mus 
hi (peace be upon him) had been dead. By God, the Holy 

‘eas PY ophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) wil 
iso return to the world again like him. We shall cut the 
ha ands and feet of those who say that he is dead. 


A adrat Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) tried to silenc: 
him; but for “Umar (Allah be pleased with him) it was of no use. Al 
tf oe F lacrat Abu Bakr (Allah be eee with a) left him to 


ae oO Muslims! Let who worshipped Muhammad (peace ani 
blessi gs of Allah be upon him) know that Muhammad has 


hai md is only a Messenger. Other Messengers have 
aw a before him. If, then, he dies or is slain, Nin: 
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wVtiatia 
heels shall not harm Allah at all. And Allah will certainly 
reward me grateful. (Al-i-Imran: 146). 


The recital of this Verse of the Holy Qur’an brought the 
people back to their senses. Hadrat ‘Abdullah (Allah be pleased 
with him) sa ays: By God! It seemed as if this Verse had been 


revealed — then and there. 


‘Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) says : The recital 
of this verse by Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) seemed to 
snatch the earth from under my feet and | had not the strength 
to get up. I fell down to the ground and was convinced that the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 
passed away, indeed. 


Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) was also striken with grief 
and said : : My beloved father had accepted the call of Allah and 
has graced | Paradise with his presence. Is there anyone who can ~ 
inform Jibra’il of this catastrophy ? O’Atlah! Carry my soul ;. 
where ° the soul of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) is. O’Allah! Favour me with the happy sight of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). ! 


‘Aisha (Allah be pleased with her) was also grief-stricke 
and said : : Alas! The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) who preferred poverty to affluence and discarded riche S 
for penury. Alas! The tender-hearted Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) who did not sleep one whole night for the 
sake of his Ummah. Alas! The embodiments of sublime morals 
who had perfect control ever his passions. Oh, the Prophet of 
Allah (Peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) who never cast 
an eye on the forbidden things. Oh, the Mercy for the Worlds 
whose door was open day and night to the poor and the needy 

and ose merciful heart bore no rancour despite the persecution 
of the foes; whose pearly teeth were broken but who showed 
patience; whose forehead was wounded but who did not forget 


aes 
of. 
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forgiving. Alas! The world has been deprived of this saintly and | 
godly soul today. 


Burial : On Tuesday, preparations were make for the burial of the | 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). Fad! 
bin “Abbas and “Usama bin Zaid (Allah be pleased with them) | 
held up a sheet of cloth for privacy. The Ansar offered to render | 
final service to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) called 
Aus bin Khaul Ansari, who brought water for the bath. Hadrat 
*Ali (Allah be pleased with him) had placed the holy body against 
his own chest. Hadrat ‘Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) and his 
son turned the body right and left while Usama bin Zaid poured 
water. Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) gave the bath and 
said : My parents be sacrified on you! By your death we have 
fost such a precious thing as has not lost by any other death, 
Today the line of prophethood and revelation has been cut off, 
"Your death is a disaster for the whole mankind. Had you not 

P admonished patience and forbidden bewailing and lamentation, 
we would have wept and cried bitterly, but even that would not 
have consoled us at all. Our Master! When you meet your Lori, 
do not forget us. 


He was wrapped in three pieces of cotton cloth. As he 
had willed that his grave should not be dug at a place where 
people might worship it, it was dug in the apartment of ‘A ‘isha 
(Allah be pleased with her). Hadrat Talha (Allah be pleased with 
him) dug the grave. As the earth was damp, his bed was spread 
inside. When everything was ready the people flocked there to 
offer the funeral prayer. People came in groups. There was no 
L m (Leader). First of all, members of the family offered prayer 
1 n the Muhajirin (Emigrants) and after them the Ansat. Wom 
a children Offered prayer separately. This continued the whole 

ay ind “night, hence the burial took place on Wednesday thirty: 
hours after the Prophet’s demise. The body was lowered in 


i 
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the grave by Hadrat ‘Ali, Fadl bin ‘Abbas, Usama bin Zaid and 
‘Abdul Rahman bin “Auf (Allah be pleased with them). Thus 
the resplendent sun of knowledge, guidance and righteousness 
was laid to rest. 


Verily we belong to Allah and to Him verily we are to return. 


Heritage : The author of Sirat an-Nabi has aptly written that the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) poss- 
essed nothing in this world which he should have left behind for 
his heirs. He had already declared : We prophets neither inherit 
nor leave anything for our heirs. Whatever we leave is for charity. 


Amr bin Huwairith reported that the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) left nothing behind; no cash, 
no slaves; nothing of the sort. There was only his white mule, a 
piece of land and some weapons which were distributed in charity. 


There were some souvenirs with the Companions. Hadrat 
Talha (Allah be pleased with him) had his sacred hair and Hadrat 
Anas bin Malik (Allah be pleased with him) had his shoes besides 
hair and a broken wooden cup. The sword Zulfigar was with 
Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him). ‘A’isha (Allah be pleased 
with her) possessed the clothes in which he had passed away. His 
signet ring and rod were with Hadrat Abu Bakr as-Siddiq (Allah 
be pleased with him). Besides, the greatest blessing and wealth, 
more precious than even the Divine Throne, left behind by him is” 
the great Book of Allah — The Holy Qur’an about which he said: J 
I am leaving behind a thing which if you hold fast you shall never 
go astray —this is the Book of Allah—the Qur’an. 
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CHAPTER } 


DEATH OF HADRAT ABU BAKR AS-SIDDIQ 
ais (Allah be pleased with him) 


a. Restless Life : Hadrat Abu Bakr as-Siddig (Allah be pleased with 
Ps him) survived the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah b 
“upon him) only for two years, three months and eleven days te 
“was unable to bear the pangs of his master’s separation and got 
aciated day by day until at last he departed to the next world 
Alt hough he gave a message of consolation to the people at the 
‘ of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
), he himself was inconsolable. Seeing a sparrow one day, free- 
chi rping and twittering, hopping about on the tree joyous 
shed he were a carefree bird like it, so that he could not be 
to account after death, or he were green grass to be eaten 
2 and forgotten, or even dry wood which were cut ani 


ift. He was partaking of it with Harith bin Kald: 


ig g enough to move about, he continued to 
OJ hes Mosque to lead the Prayers. But whente 


ti iss 


t Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) etl 


‘fever from which he never recovered. As | 
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ie prominent Companions. First. he sent for 
bin “Auf (Allah be pleased with him) and asked 
Out Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him). He 


etter than mine. However, | can say there i is noo 
e him . Then, he sent for Hadrat Sa‘id b yin 
dair (Allah be pleased with them) © 
v al approval. These discussions were 
he news spread in Medina that Hadrat Abu B 
lw vith him) was nominating Hadrat u 


ie o 
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_ The Will : After consultations, he sent for Hadrat ‘Uthmay 
|| (Allah be pleased with him) to prepare the nomination papers 

Hardly a few words had been written when he became uncon. 

“scious. Seeing this, Hadrat “Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) 
_ added the words : I appoint ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) 

_ as my successor of my own accord. When he regained conscious. 
mess he asked Hadrat ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) to 
repeat what he had written. Hadrat ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased 
Seesranin): ‘read out the whole passage. Thereupon, Hadrat Abu 
akr (Allah be pleased with him) said: May Allah Almighty 
rc you for this. 


Lord! Thou knowest best what I have done, 
my deliberation. I have appointed a man as 
pini on is the most steadfast and the best well- 
luslims. 1 am leaving this transitory world under 
1 am Retving Thy servants to Thee. They all are 
ey 2 menoc! Thy control. O’ Allah! Grant the 
7 ler ‘and make ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with 


Eeuided Caliphs and his people loyal and 


& When the will had been recorded, he sent it to the Holy 
Proph \et’s Mosque to be announced in public and himself ascent: 
{ Icony supported by his daughter one (Allah be ae 


at Rave spared no pains to make the selection and he tha SeURMEBakrs appointment of Hadrat ‘Umamiill 
telated to me. I appoint ‘Umar bin al-Khattab (Alla ; i j 
d with him) my successor. Do you accept him’ 
the will : In the name of Allah. Most Gracious, Most F- 
ifut. This is the will and last testament of Abu Bakr ‘yea ic a forms a golden chapter in the annals 
euro uhafa (Allah be pleased with him) which he has de in od t attered power of Islam until it Teaé 
the time when he is about to leave this worl . ; 
= next. This is the time when infidels become 
> singul give up wickedness and the liars sur R asked 
e Allah Almighty. I have appointed ‘Umar bi accoun his al >wance from the Baitul Mal (Public ir 
\llah be pleased with him) your Amir after me may be prepared w hich worked out to six thous dir 
bey him and be loyal to him. | have filly | 
latter in the light of Allah’s and His P root andunelmon r to the treasury, which was do eo 
d Islamic teachings. He will do justice o! | x me a 
enquired what ons had been made co his property @ 


onfident, but if he is changed every one i | 
$ Own actions. I have done eve rything in| OT aa: at RF 
has the knowledge of the Unscen excep! | after the child nd also polished the swords of Muslim: 
Bia injustice will soon meet their doom | med hich hed water; a sheet of cloth worth 
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| He ordered that after his death all the three things should be 
delivered to the successor Caliph. When after his death they 
objects were delivered to Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased wit) 
him), he wept and declared that Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased wit 
him). had made the task too difficult for his successors to perform 


fas 
Duty to the Last = It was the last day of Hadrat Abu Bakr'’s life 


fats “that t the arrival of Hadrat Muthanna (Allah be pleased with him 

ine Deputy | Commander in Iraq. was announced. He was sent for 
mediately In spite of death-agony, he enquired of the detai| 

eawar and on coming to know that the Persian King Khusray 
sent Teinforcements in Iraq. he called for Hadrat “Umar (Aljai 
sed with him) and told him that it was his last day on the 
fhe died in the morning, reinforcements should be rushed 
before evening, and if he died at night, reinforcements ; pal of death, wealth and belongings are of no 
De despatched before morning. He further advised him nol i 
*k in serving the cause of Islam or in complying with the b ce said: } ©, say it in this way : 
Commandments. This should be done regardless of any 
y or tribulation. He observed that no greater calamity could 


1 Of new clothes than the dead. 


(Allah be pleased with her) was shedding 
ng m oor n. She was reciting the Verse : 


a 


r linous faces of whom even the clouds ask 
n asylum for the orphans and a shelter for 


. 


his eyes and said : These were the attri- 


ae from. (Al-Qaf 19) 


| blessings of Allah be upon him). if he had not acted § 
th that day and not obeyed Allah’s Commandments they | ith ¢ me to ie in a state of submission te 
(have been the victims of Allah’s chastisement. and | righteous. (Joseph : 101) 
fe and mischief would have spread all over Medina Vhen his sc departed to the heavenly abode 

it Victory to the Muslims in Syria! In case of victory 22nd of Jamadi- Akhir, the 13th A.H. The day 
Iraq as he is an experienced warrior and fully con- and the hour bet : ‘een Maghrib (Evening) and 
affairs of ~raq. He. then, enquired about the Pra od | of his Caliphate was ie year 
phet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him al : cf : 
y. When he was told that it was Monday, he also pleased with hi ave him the bath. His son ‘Abdi 

» desire. He advised that his grave should be (Alla leased with him) led the funeral prayer. F 
Prophet’s grave. He also enquired about the dug r hat of > Holy Prophet (peace and biessin 
d been buried. On being told that it consiste bet im) in such a way that his head lay parallel 

dered that he should also be wrapped in three iy adrat ‘Umar, Talha, ‘Uthman 
e two sheets he was Wearing should be was! 
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thus was lost to the world the person who wa, 
lest, most righteous and sagacious after the Holy Prophe 
ce and blessings of Allah be upon him). Verily, we belong, 
ih an id to Him verily are to return. 
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CHAPTER 3 


1 and the leading Muslim Community 
an uphill task. This great responsibili 
l¢ two illustrious and most sincere j 
adrat Abu Bakr as-Siddiq and ‘Umar 
with them). The former sustained aj 
a\ y of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
pon him), to which were added the care: 

infant Muslim state. He could not sui 
re than two years. The whole bu 
ulders of Hadrat ‘Umar al-Farug 
7 irm determination and great sa 
all these difficulties an steered 


puted the Muslim foal but h 
he surrendered on the conditio 
Medina. He set out for Medina in spl 
numero s courtiers, bedecked in regal 


, 
\} 


F a could a found. The Persians thought that the m, 


; but if I am poor, | shall t 
who had caused a commotion in n the whole world must t be hola ing ip Re eb SAY 


e. Even then you should occasional- 
Apot.amass money. 


rescribed for him a’ which he calied 


d obtained their permission for its 
Baitul Mal). 


prayer the whole night and to weep 


n be guaged from the fact that in one day’s fight ther j ; 
fhousand Persian and two thousand Muslim casualties (7 vi ty con n of my sorrow and my grief to Allah, 

© course of the battle it was customary with Hadni 7 Al st 

h be pleased with him) to leave Medina every day earl e wep 1 that the | ~ a were greatly perturbed. 

ni © and await the arrival of a messenger with new pf i 
inf 


r occasion he said : “If it i 


ed the responsibility of the caliphate, 
the Mosque and addressed the people ths 
pea ih ; 
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1 le market for a check up and supervision, 
ck small things like pieces of string, etc., and 
side | th 23f peo ple’ s homes for their use. 


did not give up his habits of frugality. People greatly felt it, bu 
he was not moved by their appeals. One day, his daughter, mother 
| of the faithful, Hadrat Hafsa (Allah be pleased with her) took th 
\ ‘courage to request him to dress well and take better food as Alla 
| | | had conferred on him great honour, but he reminded her of th | 
Wi spartan life led by the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alla} 


Tet him) from which he could not deviate an inch. 
ee 


‘came to see him one day when he had 
of dry hard bread before him which he 
with difficulty. He could not restrain him- 
the Caliph to spend a little more on his food 
atly tax the public treasury. At this, he ex- 
re and said that he was the trustee of the 
unbecoming of him to betray the trust. 


9 Once Yazid bin Sufyan invited him to a dinner. When the 

table was laid and different meals were served, he refused to join 

that if they gave up the precepts of the Holy Prophet 
eace, and blessings of Allah be upon him) they would certain); Eeeedithams (silver pieces) daily from the 


Hadrat Ahwaz (Allah be pleased with him) narrated | 
irat “Umar (Allah be pleased with him) was presented with | 
t roasted in butter which he refused to take because that sade 


parate dishes, meat and butter. 


nteered to Ree ount. but he declined 4 
I lis slave. When they got into M 
d to see the master riding on the don 


ring ius caliphate, whenever he vent n 


istic of Allah be upon him) had nly one 
| which he spread on the floor during the «ij 
“covering sheet at night.” “And O° Halu! 
ten when you folded double the sheet unde f 
and he reproved you in the morning sayint 
lone so to make him sleep throughout th 
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“O° Allah! I am getting old and my limbs are growing weaker 
My people are spread everywhere. Raise me up to Thyself in 
this'state; so that my actions may not go waste and | may not 
gain strength for the better service of Allah. He enquir reach the stage of decreptitude.” , 
whether it was their individual opinion or the unanimot MatvRMEN DIA Ahbar (Allah be pleased with him) told 
him that he had read in the Torah that he would die asa martyr. He 
, remarked how it could be possible that he would die as a martyr 
but he replied that he could not give a theypractice when living-in Arabia. Then, he prayed to Allah to grant him 
Bega cceesos. He) Was) more’ anxious for their martyrdom) in this cause and in his beloved Prophet’s city of 
ship than for the delicacies of this world. Medina. 


‘Ikrama b. Khalid narrated that once a deputation wa 
him with the request that he should take better food i 


of all the Muslims. On being told that it was the 
opinion of all the Muslims, he thanked them for their goox 


He used to visit the homes of the people wh One day, while delivering the Friday sermon, he told the 
fighting on the front and himself made purchases for tl gathering that he had dreamt that a cock came and began to peck 
lies. He would also distribute the mail of his soldiers at him: This portended his approaching end, adding that people 
there was no literate person in the house he used to writ were demanding the nomination of his successor. 


eee oe anibe pleased with him) report Hejobserved that he was not the master of death nor of the 
ee uemmotune ne suspected :the-prescr religion nor of the Caliphate. Allah Almighty is Himself the Custo- 
Umar (Allah be pleased with him) in a nearby hut. H dian of His religion and of the Caliphate. He would not let them 4 
to know the reason and on making an enquiry found t be destroyed. ; 
old woman lived there and Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be | f 
him) visited her daily to lookafter her needs 

The daily life of Hadrat ‘Umar al-Farug (Alla! 
with him) was one of extreme fear of Allah and | 


Zahri narrated that Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) 4 
had forbidden the entry of any adult polytheist in Medinay q 
Mughira bin Shu‘ba (Allah be pleased with him) Governor of Kufayas 
; é wrote to him, saying that there was a very clever Christian young — 
Segoe Muslims. aa Te cect an man in Kufa named Feroze who was adept in painting, carpentry 
fal ae. ie eel aa and smithy. If he were gupwed to come to Medina, he would) bem 
of great service to the Muslims. Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased 
prematurely. He paren eo eee se nad bec with him) gave him permission to enter Medina. On his armival in 
puacnerthie Caliphate, he would have preferr Medinaiihelcomplained that Mughira (Allah be pleased witht 
present office. had overtaxed him. Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) 
In 23 A. H., the provinces of Kirman, Sajist: enguired of the amount of tax which was two dirhams daily, When 
Isphahan were conquered and the Muslim Empir enquired about his trade. he replied that he knew painting, Car 
Egypt to Baluchistan. The same year he performed | pentry and smithy. Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) 
age. On his return, he rested by the roadside ar said that the tax was negligible as compared to his accomplish 
sheet of cloth on pebbles raised his hands in | ments, This exasperated him and he went away gnashing his teeth 
heaven thus : 
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in rage, declaring that the Commander of the Faithful ( 
minin) had not done justice to him. A few days 

‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) sent for him aga 
him whether he could construct a windmill. He rep 
that he would prepare a windmill for him which wou 
forgotten by people. After he had departed, Hadrat ‘l 
be pleased with him) said that the man had threatened 


wounded) but it was the whole of Medina that was wounded. It 
was thesvery Galiphate that had been wounded. Immersed in 
grief, people came tO enquire about his condition. Every one 
culogized him and praised his services to Islam. Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas 
(Allah bes pleased with him) being amongst the admirers. He, 
however, said if he had possessed the gold of the whole world, 
he Would have sacrificed it in return for deliverance on Doomsday 


Then, he prayed to Allah to grant him mart) Succession = AS long as Hadrat “Umar (Allah be pleased with him) 


cause and in this beloved Prophet’s City Medina. | was alive people gave little thought to the question of his succes 
Feroze, who had a double-edged dagger hidden in t! sor, Dhey thought that this illustrious son of Islam might live for 
to the mosque very early in the morning. In the ever Om the supervision and guidance of the followers of the Holy 
persons were assigned the duty of straightening the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). When he was 
and when they had done so, Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah b: wounded» they realised their helplessness for the first time. Every 


him) would come forward to lead the prayer. This! one @nquired) as to who would be taking his place as the guardian 
as usual, he stepped forward to lead the prayer, | of the Muslims» They requested him to nominate his successor. He 
forth from the ambush and stabbed him at six pla kept silent, and on their persistence replied that they wanted hime 


to Carry that responsibility on his shoulders even after deatht He 
It was heart-rending scene. While falling dow: 


(Allah be pleased with him) put Hadrat ‘Abdul R: 

(Allah be pleased with him) in his place fo lead t 
congregation offered the Prayer with Hadrat ‘U1 
pleased with him) writhing in pain before their eyes 
stabbed some other people, too, but he was finally 

man committed suicide there and then. 


had often given scrious thought to this question, and when people” 
observed him absorbed in deep contemplation. they asked the 


reason thereof, to which he would reply that he could not makeus 


up his mind as to his successor. One of the men suggested thes 
name of his own son, ‘Abdullah, but he strongly admonished him, 
saying how a man could become caliph when he failed to make the 
right decision regarding divorce to his wife. At last, at the persis= 
tent request of the Muslims, he nominated an electoral board of 
six comprising Hadrat ‘Uthman, Hadrat ‘Ali. Talha, Zubair, Abdul 
Rahman bin “Auf and Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqgqas (Allah be pleased with 
them) for selecting caliph from amongst them within three days: 


Seriously wounded, Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah b« 
him) was carried home, and the first thing he « 
about his murderer. On being told that it was a ‘ 
he thanked Allah that his killer was not a Mus! 
thought that he had sustained only minor wou! Last Moments : In his last moments, he sent for his son ‘Abdullah 
honey and milk were administered to him. these flow (Allah be pleased with him) and asked him to prepare a statement 
gashes. This greatly upset the people and they of his debts, which amounted to 86 thousand dirhams. He@ said 
‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) would not < that the amount should be paid by his family, if not, then 
not only Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) by the “Adi tribe or the Quraishites, but not from others) His 
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Hadrat “Abdul Rahman, Hadrat ‘Ali, ‘Uthman, Talha, Sa‘d bin 
Abi Waqqas and “Abdul Rahman bin ‘Auf (Allah be plegsed 
with them) lowered him in the grave, and the resplendent sun of 
the world of Islam was laid to rest by the side of the Benefactor 


slave Nafi’ reported how any debt could remain unpaid \ 
of his heirs had sold his patrimony for one lac dirha1 

to another version, his residential house was purchased 
Mu‘awiya which cleared all his debts. After the disp 

he told his son to go to Hadrat ‘A‘isha (Allah be plea 
and request permission to be buried by the side of | "Verily we belong to Allah and to him verily we return.”’ 


of mankind : 


trious predecessors. On receiving the message, Had ; 
The grief and shock of the Muslims at the death of Hadrat 


‘Umar al-Farug (Allah be pleased with him) was unfathomable 

Hadrat Umm Aiman (Allah be pleased with her) said that the 

martyrdom of Hadrat “Umar (Allah be pleased with him) had 
In his last agony, while addressing the peopl¢ weakened Islam. Hadrat Abu Usama (Allah be pleased with him) 

would be the successor to safeguard the right said that both Hadrat Abu Bakr and ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with 

types of people : them) were the true devotees of Islam and their death caused a 

preat lossstonit. But God says : They are not dead but live as 

The Muhajirin the living, and will live for ever. 

The Ansar : 

The Arabs 

The Arabs settled outside Arabia 

The Dhimmis 


(Allah be pleased with her) replied that although she} 
the place for herself, she gladly relinquished it in favo 
(Allah be pleased with him). 


And also to discharge the obligations due to 
Apostle (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
the contracts made with the Dhimmis. A few 
death, he told his son “Abdullah (Allah be pleas 
to be extravagant in shrouding him. If he was good 
Allah, he would get the best apparel, if not, the s 
less. Similarly, he said that his grave should not be 
was deserving of Allah’s Mercy, his grave would 
if not, the spaciousness of the grave would not sa\ 
ment. He forbade a woman to join his funeral pr: 
moments later, the angel of death appeared and lh 
land of sorrows. It was Saturday, 23, A.H. He wa 
Hadrat Suhaib (Allah be pleased with him) led the | 
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upon the parties. A contest was held between Hashim and Umayya 
The judge declared the defeat of Umayya. Accordingly, Umayya 
gave fifty camels and was banished to Syria. This decision sowed 
the seeds of discord between Banu Hashim and Banu Umayya 


The Hashimites and the Umayyads during the Time of the Holy 

Prophet » When Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 

MARTYRDOM OF HADRAT ‘UTHMAN him) was exalted to the position of prophethood, five nobles were 
(Allah be pleased with him) the pillarssof Banu Hashim—grandfather of the Holy Prophet 

‘Abdul Muttalib) son of Hashim, his uncle Abu Talib, Hamza 
‘Abbas andeAbu Lahab. On the other hand, the Umayyads were 


Old Tribal Jealousy : In the history of Islam there 
us ; Z represented by three chiefs, Abu Sufyan, ‘Affan and Hakam 


schism which was drawn with the blood of Hadrat ‘Ut! 
be pleased with him). It buried the splendour of Is Hadrat Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah | 
Hadrat “Uthman’s martyrdom was the result of t1 him) proclaimed prophethood in his fortieth year. As he be 


jealousy between the Hashimites and the Umayy to the Hashimite clan, the Umayyads naturally opposed hi 


make the thing clearer, here is given the pedigr account Of the old clanic rivalry; while their rivals, the Hashimites, 
Pamilies. supported the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 4 
him), Hissgrandtather “Abdul Muttalib had brought him up, anda 
The great grandfather of the Holy Prophet ‘A! after him his uncle Abu Talib became his staunch supporter, Misi 

an important personality in the progeny of Hadrat | cousin “Ali (Allah be pleased with him) was one of the foremost a 
tbe upon him). He had four sons namely, Naufal, Mutt believers, and his uncle Hadrat Hamza (Allah be pleased with 4 
and Abd Shams. The jealousy between the Hashi t him) soon followed suit and was his chief supporter. His unele 
Umayyads was the outcome of rivalry between | Hadrat “Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) though a late convert 
Hashim and that of “Abd Shams. Although Hashin to Islam; had all his sympathies with him. Only Abu Lahab didnot 
than “Abd Shams yet he became the leader of the cla believe in him from among the Hashimites. 

his ability and generosity. He secured trade concess 
Roman Emperor and the Negus of Abyssinia. Be: 
became the custodian of the Holy Ka‘ba. These | 
displeased his nephew Umayya, son of ‘Abd Shan 
occasion he challenged his uncle to a contest. The 
the contest was that the loser ‘would give fifty black 
to the winner with condemnation to excile for ten 
of tribe Khuza’a would decide the contest which wou 


As stated in the foregoing pages, there were three chiefs on 
Banu Umayya at that time namely, Abu Sufyan, ‘Affan@and 
Hakam, Affan’s son Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) wasione 
of the earlier converts. Abu Sufyan’s son Mu‘awiya, and Hakamis 
son Marwan also embraced lslam at a later stage. All these’ three 
were the grandsons of Umavya Hadrat ‘Uthman’s martyrdom Was 
the resultvof the close rela:ionship between the thre. i. 96k 
lowing geneological tree clearly shows the relationship 
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ted lines indicate the tribal friction between the 


be please 


leas 
(alah ae of Marwan, but was exterminated by the ‘Abba- 
with the 


has been stated above that the Hashimites were the 
sides. It andthe Umayyads opponents of the Holy Prophet 
uae blessings of Allah be upon him), during the period of 
ee Es life. During the period ‘Uthman son of ‘Affan em- 
his were It was a matter of great courage on the part of 
aii ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) to come over to the 
Hashimite camp all alone at this early stage. Later on, some more 
persons from Umayyad camp embraced Islam and the old rivalry a 
between the Hashimites and the Umayyads subsided to a great 
extent, and both of them served the cause of Islam to the best of | 


their capabilities. 


Hadrat “Uthman’s: Election as Caliph : After the demise of the — 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), Hadrat = 
Abu Bakr as-Siddiq (Allah be pleased with him) succeeded him as” 
Caliph, and ruled peacefully. Then Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased 
with him) became Caliph and his was the most successful and 
glorious period of caliphate. Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with 
him) constituted an Electroal Board of six, comprising Hadrat 
‘Ali, “Uthman, Talha, Zubair, ‘Abdul Rahman bin ‘Auf and Sa‘d 
ibn Abi Waqgas (Allah be pleased with them), for electing a 
Caliph Within three days after his death, No decision could be 
arrived at on the first two days. On the third day, Hadrat Abdul 
Rahman bin ‘Auf (Allah be pleased with him) advised that three 
of them should withdraw in favour of the other three. At this} 
Hadrat Zubair withdrew from election in favour of Hadrat “Ali: 
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Hadrat Talha in favour of ‘Uthman and Hadrat S 
Waqqas in favour of ‘Abdul Rahman bin ’Auf. Ha 
Rahman bin ‘Auf said : I withdrew from candidatu 
Hadrat “Uthman and ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with t 
field. As Hadrat ‘Abdul Rahman (Allah be please 


had made the sacrifice, the two left the decision to his a1 


‘Abdul Rahman bin ‘Auf (Allah be pleased with him) « 


the Companions of the Holy Prophet (peace and | 


Allah be upon him) in a mosque and delivered an el 


impressive speech before them in which he told everyt 


Hadrat ‘Uthman and Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah be pleasex 
and explained to them the question of Caliphate in « 
he had finished his speech, Hadrat ‘Abdur Rah 
pledged his allegiance to Hadrat ‘Uthman. Hadrat 
suit and then all the Companions of the Holy P 
their allegiance to Hadrat ‘Uthman. Thus Had: 
(Allah be pleased with him) was declared as the third 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upor 
Tesponsibilities of Caliphate were placed on his 
happened on the fourth of Muharram, 24 A. H 


Occurrence of Differences and Disturbances : Th: 
of Hadrat ‘Uthman’s Caliphate passed by in perf 
peace, but the later six years completely changed t 
of the world. The real cause of this change consist 
that the pious companions of the Holy Prophet (p 
ings of Allah be upon him) were passing away one 
their place a new generation was coming to the for« 
the predecessors’ piety, sense of duty and the spirit 
were not self-sacrificing and sincere as their foreb¢ 
but were self-seekers and job-hankerers which le 
and discords among them. These differences 
increased to such a large extent that ultimately thes 
death knell of the Caliphate. During Hadrat ‘Uthina 
the following three discordant movements came into | 
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|, Conflict between the Hashimites and the Umayyads : The 
Hashimites considered themselves rightful heirs to the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), 
and they disliked it greatly that a scion of the Umayyad 
family should succeed to the leadership of the Islamic 
state and religion. 
| Conflict between the Quraishites and the non-Quraishites 

The strength of the Muslims had increased immeasurably 
and) the non-Quraishite Muslim tribes, who had taken a 
lion'seshare in the expansionist conquests, did not like 
that leadership should remain in the hands of the Qurai 
shites alone. 

Conflict between the Arabs and the non-Arabs 
frontiers Of Islam had extended to the Ror 

Syrian borders and to Egypt. The Jews, the Mas 

the Ghristians had been converted to Islam in th 
Inview of the principle of Universal Muslim brot 

they considered themselves equal to the A: 

fespect. Lhey disliked the Arabs‘ leadership. T! 

Were serious dissensions and differences among t 


Organization of Dissatisfied Elements : The revolutionary trends” 
were noticed first of all in Kufa where Ushtar Nakh‘i disseminated: 
the vieWeamong the people that the Quraishite being in minority 
had no tight whatsoever to rule over whole of the Muslim wor 
Since new lands liad been conquered by the common Mush 

they had-equal might to leadership with the Quraishites. Them 
Arab elements fully endorsed this view, and a conspiracy Wa 
hatched which started propaganda against Sa‘d bin ‘As, Governo 
of Kufa. In order to safeguard himself, the Governor, With th 
consent of Hadrat Uthman (Allah be pleased with him), banished 
ten leading members of the revolutionary party to Syria, With the 
result that another similar party came into existence in/Basramy 
‘Abdullah ibn Saba, a Jewish convert to Islam, formed @ third 
party in Egypt and after some effort succeeded in organizingyall 
the three factions with the avowed object of deposing Hadrat 


Carriere ere ereeesore 
ne ee nin Aaron gts alae 


—— 
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‘Uthman (from the Caliphate) and shattering the Umayyad poy, 
He spread his propagandists all over the dominions, who, ny 


querading as religious preachers, circulated concocted Comp 


laints against Hadrat ‘Uthman and his governors, thereby, pp ‘ 
judicing the Muslims against them. The success of this revo} 
tionary propaganda can be judged from the fact that men |i, 
Muhammad bin Abu Huzaifa and Muhammad bin Abu Ba & 
as-Siddiq also joined hands with them. The mischief penetnty JJ 


even into Medina. 


One day, when Hadrat ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with 


him) was delivering the Friday sermon, a man stood u; 


him to follow the Book of Allah. Hadrat ‘Uthman (Allah & ff 


pleased with him) gently asked him to sit down, but 
stood up and made the same remark and was again to! 
down. As all this was preplanned, his partisans stood 
ther and stoned the Caliph till he fell down exh: 
wounds. Even then, he displayed great patience a 
ance and did not bring to book the mischief-monge: 


gave them all. 
Accusations of the Mischief mongers : The misch 
levelled the following five main allegations against Had: 
(Allah be pleased with him) : 

1. Instead of the leading Companions of the H 


(peace and blessings of Allah be upon h 
appointed his inexperienced relatives to high 


He was spending money from the Public 
necessarily on his kith and kin. 

. He had burnt all copies of the Holy Qur’a: 
of Zaid bin Thabit (Allah be pleased with hin 
He had insulted some of the Companions and 
novel innovations. 


- Hehad broken word with the delegation from | 
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All these allegations were false being the outcome:of the 
mischief Wrought by the intriguers as would be manifest from the 
following : 

1) Thesdismissal of the Companions was for administrative 

reasons. 
») Whatever he gave to his relatives was given by him out of 
his personal property. 


eihescopy of the Holy Qur’an retained by him was the 
One prepared under orders of Hadrat Abu Bakr (Allah be 
pleased with him) himself which was the most authentic 


: The innovations alluded pertained to questions of 


ijtehadi nature and could not be termed as innovations. 


Se Withethe allegation concerning the Egyptian delegation 
We)shall be dealing with presently in detail. 


The Governors “Conference : When Hadrat ‘Uthman (Allah bem 
pleased With him) Came to know of these disorders in the realm 
he Calledwawconference of all his provincial governors for Gom 
sultation Who made the following suggestions - 
Abdullah bin ‘Amir : An attack should be launched against 
a country to engage people in Jihad. The disorder will) be 
curbed automatically. a 
Amir Muawiya ; Every governor should be held responsible 
for quelling disturbance in his province. e 
Abdullah bin Sa‘d : The mischiefmongers should bews 
suborned to silence. 
‘Amr bin “As: you should do justice or vacate the office. 


At the conclusion of the conference, ‘Amr bin “As felt 
penitent at making such a nasty suggestion in favour of the mis 
chiefmongers, and promised to help the Caliph in furnishing 
information about their secret machinations. 

Hadrat Uthman, however, took the following remedial 


measures : 
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mad bin Abu Bkar set out for Egypt accompanied by a large 
placing him by Abu Musa Ash‘ari. 


En 


A few days later, a clamour arose in Medina that the insur- 
gent had again returned. People came out of their houses and all 
around there arose shouts of “‘Revenge-Revenge’’! vhen the cause 
He announced that on the occasion of the |! : A 
Peipibrimase (peopl ae r | of this tumult was ascertained, they made an allegation against 

a e wouic Ee allowed P =< if 
ee eeteeantestahich wouldibe.redressed. Hadrat ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased wath him) which stunned 
everybody. They alleged that Muhammad bin Abu Bakr had not yet 
reached but was at the third stage of his journey when they met a 


He sent deputations to all the provinces f: 
spot observation.’ 


Insurgents’ March on Medina : The insurgents did | 
seek order in the dominions, and when Hadrat ‘Uth 
be pleased with him) was adopting measures {or the im] 
of the unhappy situation, they marched on Medin 
groups posing as Hajj pilgrims As they approached M 
seed ine oan of an invading army and encar feaemioeMuhammad bin Abu Bakr, the peopl said 
outskirts of the city. “Here is the Governor of Egypt.’’ The camel-rider replied that Hg 
was not the Governor, and went on his way. Suspecting fou 
play, the people caught him again, and on searching him & 
found a letter in a leather wallet bearing the: seal of Hadr 
‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) containing a directi 

the Governor of Egypt that the moment Muhammad bin A 
Bakr and such and such of his companions reached Egypt the 
The situation was discussed at length in the M should be beheaded and every complainant should be con 


Talha bin “Ubaidullah stood up and talked to Had: till further orders. 
very arrogantly. A message was received from Ila 
(Allah be pleased with ner) to the effect that ‘Abd 

Baralijwhowiadibeenvaccused of the murder of some of had betrayed them and that they would certainly have their ~ 
nions should be deposed. When Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah | revenge. ae 

him) also endorsed the point, Hadrat ‘“Uthman (AI! 

with him) told the gathering to choose a leader to r¢ 
Jah bin Abi Sarah. They selected Muahmmad bin A! 
Hadrat “Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) forthy 
the letter of appointment as Governor of Egypt 
‘Abdullah bin Abi Sarah. On receiving this authorit them : 


camel-rider moving fast towards Egypt. Muhammad bin Abu 
Bakr’s companions stopped him and enquired of him as to who 
he was. He replied that he was the slave of Caliph ‘Uthman (Allah 
be pleased with him) and was going to the Governor of Egypt y 


$3 


On coming to know of this mass demonst! 
Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) despatched H 
Zubair, Sa‘d ibn Waqqgas and Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah | 
them) to them, one after the other, to persuade them 
their places, promising early redress of their grievance 


Hearing the uproar, Hadrat ‘Ali, Talha, Zubair, Sa‘d and 
several other companions assembled and the insurgents placed 
Hadrat ‘Uthman’s letter before them. The Caliph also appeared” ~ 
on the scene and the following conversation took place between 
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Hadrat “Ali: O Commander of the Faithfy)'! 
salve ? 


Hadrat “Uthman : Yes, he is! 

Hadrat “Ali: Is this camel yours ? 

Hadrat ‘Uthman : Yes, it is! 

Hadrat “Ali : Does the letter bear your seal ? 
Hadrat “Uthman : Yes, the seal is mine! 
Hadrat “Ali : Have you written this letter ? 


Hadrat “Uthman : | swear on oath that | hav 
this letter nor have I ordered anyone t 
know nothing about it. 


Hadrat “Ali : It is so strange that the slave 


Camel is yours, and the seal is yours, but 


nothing about the letter. 


Hadrat “Uthman : By Allah! I have neithe: 
efter nor ordered anyone to write it 
to the slave to carry it to Egypt. 


On close examination it was transpired that 
dispute was in the hand of Marwan who was at t 
present in the house. People asked Hadrat ‘Uthma 
pleased with him) to deliver Marwan to them, but 
This enraged them. A few of them were of the 
Hadrat “Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) could not 
oath but the others said if it was so, why he refus 
Marwan to them for interrogation and sifting trut! 
hood. But Hadrat “Uthman (Allah be pleased with 
that they would kill him; so he refused to hand 
to them. 


After that, the insurgents besieged Hadrat ‘Uthn 
and demanded that he should quit the office of Cali 
he emphatically declined to do so, asserting that he 
voluntarily forego the honour conferred upon hin 


Is 
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and would» persevere till the cnd of his life according to the will 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and bicssings of Allah be upon him) 
The siege lasted) for forty days. No one was able to carry food 
or water inside the house. 


One day, Hadrat Umm Habiba (Allah be pleased with her) 
Mother of the Faithful, herself brought food for Hadrat ‘Uthman 
(Allah be pleasedewith him). but the insurgents refused her centr 
Hadrat “Wthman (Allah be pleased with him) sent for Hadrat 
‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) but he, too was der nt 
Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him) sent in his t 
apprise the Galiph of the gravity of the situation an 
went home with the head uncovered 


Ordinarily, the management of the internal affair 

was in the hands of Hadrat “Ali. Talha and Zuba 

pleased With them) but in this tumult thcir voice carried no 
weight with) the mob. When the distress of the besieged increased 
beyond measure, Hadrat ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him 
ascended) the balcony and addressing the besiegers enquired ii 
Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him) was among themy On a 
being replied in the negative, he enquired about Sa‘d and on a 
receiving the same answer requested that someone might convey 

his message to Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) for” 
arranging for the supply of water to the besieged. Hadrat Ali 

(Allah be pleased with him) sent three waterskins. but these 

reached the besieged with such difficulty that in the process 
some Slaves Of the Hashimites and the Umayyads were injured: 

Simultaneously, a rumour was afloat that if Marwan was not 
delivered to the insurgents, Hadrat.‘Uthman (Allah be pleased 
with him) would be assassinated. Coming to know of this, Hadrat 
‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) deputed his sons, Hadrat iam 
Hasan and Hadrat Imam Husain (Allah be pleased with them) 
to stand guard at the door of the residential house of the 
Commander of the Faithful with drawn swords and not to allow 
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entry to anyone. Hadrat Talha and Zubair (Allah be pleased y x mensissenvoy to the Quraish at the time of Hudait 


them) also deputed their sons for the same purpose q iredtyesismitenot true that he placed the left hand « 
y ; e thestignts(nand) and thus took the oath of all 
Hadrat “Uthman’s Address to the Insurgents : Had: i on my behalf ? 


(Allah be pleasea with him) made several attempt 5 
The people replied : Yes! It is so 


insurgents but with no effect. At last. one day 
roof of his residence and from it addressed the insurgent F, But alasseinespite of this public confession of hi 


piety and generosity. the insurgents did not change t 


| 


The Hajjeseasonewas approaching. and they feared w! 
Muslims had=returned to Medina after the pertorn 


O” people! Remember when the Mosque of | 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) \ 
to accommodate the congregation, and the H 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) « : pilgrimages they would not be able to carry out thei 
who would like to inherit Paradise by purc! = They, thereforesopenly demanded his blood. Whe: 
the extension of the Mosque, then who was it r : his earsy heMemimaddressed them 


with his orders ? 


f : ; q “O) people’ why do you demand my blood ” 

The people replied : You did it. 4 the Islamic Law, only three persons are cond 
He said : Today you deny my entry in the sa M ie An adulterer. a murderer and an apostate. Fo ke 

this, they kept silent. a le} mes know whom I! have killed. Do you a off 
adulterye Have 1 renounced Islam? Listen al 'J 
bear witness that Allah is One and Muhammad ce ang 
piiosailew. and the Muslims greatly suf! 4 blessings of Allah be upon him) is His messenger and bond: 7 

2 y ix Many Have you now any justification for iny assassination’™ 

of the scarcity of water, who was it, then, th a 
the well at the behest of the Holy Prophet 4 Thesinsurgents had no answer to this heartrending appeal 


blessings of Allah be upon him) and dex © but stillithesfearof God did not find its way into their hearts 


Then. he said : RecoJlect the time when the: 
water well in Medina other than “Bir-i-R 


for the Muslims ? 4 
: Forbearance of Hadrat “Uthman : When the situation grew Worse, 

The people replied : You did it 4 Hadrat Mughira bin Shu*ba (Allah be pleased with him) came te 
He again asked : Is there anyone among you w! > see Hadrat|Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) and placed three 

to the fact that one day as the Holy P proposals before him : 

gugmoulessings: of AN 02 To : leeebheresare a large number of your devotees (WhOware) 

Mount Uhud and it began to tremble. | : 

; 3 Teady to lay down their lives for you. Please orden them 
to say: ““O Uhud! Stop. At this moment ‘ fordihad 
On the back a prophet, a siddiq and twc A 


I was one of them.” Hethis is not dceeptable to you, please break openyehe 


Wall near the main gate and proceed to Mecca. 


The people replied : You spoke the truth 
Ifyou are not agreeable to any of these two propOsalsy 


5 ; ° ) ar) . . yee. , a : ; - 
He continued : O people: Tell me when the | Please go to Syria where a very large number of people 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon | 4 areoyalto you. They will support your cause 
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entry to anyone. Hadrat Talha and Zubair (Allah b 3 Meeisienvoy to the Quraish at the time of H 


them) also deputed their sons for the same purpos 4 Treatyeiseie not true that he placed the left | 
; ; 7 thesrignt(nand) and thus took the oath of 
at Zents E 
Hadrat ‘Uthman’s Address to the Insurgent H on my behalf ? 


(Allah be pleasec with him) made several attempt 


ni 


: : : le re lied « Yes! It is so 
insurgents but with no effect. At last. one day The peop P 


roof of his residence and from it addressed the ins 4 But alas! In spite of this public conf. 


O” people! Remember when the Mosque of | piety and generosity, the insurgents did not chang 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him » The Hajj season was approaching, and th 
to accommodate the congregation, and the H E Muslims had@ returned to Medina after the perto 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) D pilgrimage, they would not be able to carry out th 
who would like to inherit Paradise by pur © They, therefore, openly demanded his blood. WI 
the extension of the Mosque, then who wa r q F 

; : f his ears, he again addressed them 
with his orders ? 
: : “0 people! why do you demand my bloo 
The people replied : You did it. the Pate . Bey threc persons are co 
He said : Today you deny my entry in the sa ‘oo An adulterer. a murderer and an apostat 

this, they kept silent. 4 le’ me Know whom /| have killed. Do ofa 

q adultery? Have | renounced Islam? List ‘ja 
bear witness that Allah is One and Mul! ands 
blessingsof Allah be upon him) is His mess d bonds 
nan. Have you now any justification tor a 


Then. he said - Recollect the time when th 
water well in Medina other than “Bil 
ing to a Jew. and the Muslims greatly 
of the scarcity of water, who was it, th« 
the well at the behest of the Holy Prop! q The insurgents had no answer to this | 


blessings of Allah be upon him) and d ® but stilthe fear of God did not find its way their heart 


for the Muslims ? 4 

» Forbearance of Hadrat “Uthman : When the situation grew Worsey 

The people replied : You did it » Hadrat Mughira bin Shu°ba (Allah be pleased with him) CamMmeste 
He again asked : Is there anyone among you w : see Hadrat “Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) and placed three 


to the fact that one day as the Holy P E proposals before him : 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) Q 

Mount Uhud and it began to tremb! 4 1. There are a large number of your devotees (who are) 
to say : “O Uhud! Stop At this mor 3 Teady to lay down their lives for you. Please ordei them 
On the back a prophet, a siddiq and tw q for Jihad. 


I was one of them.” Vfthis is not acceptable to you, please break openethes 
: > main gate and proceed to Mece ; 
The people replied - You spoke the truth Wall/near the main gate and proceed to Mecca 

If you are not agreeable to any of these two proposalsy 


He continued : O’ peopic! Te ; 3 : 
Be ple! Tell me when the H 4 please go to Syria where a very large number of people 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
is Sareloyal to you. They wil! support your cause 


Hadrat *Uthman (All 


of forbearance, rephed 


us or 
I cannot go to wa: 


me as Cali; 


Ajlah 


t 


{peace anc 


be up 
o Mecca because 


na ~lo 
WILDS 


Quraishite wi 


Ka‘b 


re i Go not 


to Syria. how c 


be lo 


ind 
an 


Whe 


ved Pri p 


th land : 
Rtey teltius VU 


n the situat 


Abu Thaur al-Fahn 


great hopes in my | 


trust 


& 


9. 


fam the fourt 
The Holy Prop 

upon him) gave his da 
On her death 

masmiage 


I have never sung a song 


ah? 


I have never even thoug! 
Ever since J] took the 

Prophet {peace and bie 

with the night hand. I 

therewith 

Ever since I became a Mus: 

on every Friday 

I have never committed adult 
ignorance or after embracing Islan 


I fiave never stolen anything during t! 


ance or after embracing Islam 
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meme 


| committed the Holy Qur'an to 
life time Of the Holy Prophet (peac 
Allah be upon him), 


10 


At this juncture, Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin 7 


pleased with him) requested Hadrat 
with him) 16 allOW permission to seven hund: 
anions present in the house to fight with th 
him to shed the blood Of even One Muslim for h 
his twenty Slaves present in the house and emancipal 
in the name of Allah 


Uthman (Al 


| 


Zaid bin Sa‘d (Allah be pleased with him) also appeared @& 
the scene and told the Caliph that the Ansar had been Warten 
at the gate to fulfil their old promise of succour, to whic me 
replied that the best service they could render him was teat © 
Mustim should take up arms for his sake. Hadrat Abu Meneate 
(Allah be pleased with him) also sought permission for Jixac_ ay 
reply to which he asked if he would like to put the whole Sie a 
to the sword. And he recited the relevant verse from Simm 
Al-Ma'ida: 
lf you killed one person without just cause. It is a 
killed the whole humankind. 


It silenced Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him). 


Martyrdom ; The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Adis 
upon him) had predicted the martyrdom of Hadrat “Ute” 


(Allah be pleased with him). The Muslims in general were eam 
much purturbed at the silence of Hadrat ‘Uthman (Ate Ge 
pleased with him), and: the excesses of the rebels. Fridays Sam : 
had not risen when he resolved to keep fast. The same morwing 
he dreamt the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alish S< @paar 
him) accompanied by Hadrat Abu Bakr as-Saddiq and timaae a 
Farug said that they had been waiting for him to bresk ex Tae 
with them. Waking up. he told his wife that the hous ~~ 


A 
r 
i 


martyrdom had drawn near and the rebels wo 
him. She observed that it could not be so. H 
to her and called for his trousers which he had 1 

He put them on and emancipated his twent 


Opened the Holy Qur'an and busied himself! in its 


Such was the situation inside the Cali; 
Muhammad bin Abu Bakr began to shoot 
struck Hadrat Imam Hasan (Allah be pleased wit 
wounded. The 

A third 


Seeing this. Muhammad bin A 


at the door and he was 


Marwan inside the house IrroW 
slave Qanmbar 
two companions that if the Hashimites got w 
they would certainly retaliate and their purpose \ 
Therefore. some persons should climb the w: 
courtyard and finish the job. This was done. B 
persons present in the house were on the top st 
“Uthman {Allah be pleased with him) was all alo: 
fisor. reciting the Qur'an. Muhammad bin A 
most Unpleasant thing. He caught hold of the bear 
able Caliph and began to pull it hard. Hadrat ‘Ut! 
nephew! Had your father been alive today, he 
approved of this action.” He felt ashamed a: 
stepped back. However, Kinana bin Bashar struc} 
on the Caliph’s forehead with an iron rod, an 
uttering the words - “In the name of Allah, | plac 
Allah.” The second blow was struck by Saudan bin H 
caused a stream of blood to gush forth. ‘Amr bin Ham 
bedouin climbed his prostrate body and began to pic 
spear. Another merciless person struck with his sv 
blow was checked by the Caliph’s wife, Hadrat 
hand. aud her three fingers cut off. In this strugg 
the righteous and the long suffering Caliph breat! 


“Verily. we belong to Allah, and to Him verily d 
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This incident of brutality and barbarity was witnessed | Had 


rat Nala (Allah be pleased with her) alone 
(Allah be pleased with him )ruthlessly butchered she ran to the hou 
(op and shouted af the top of her voice that the Commander of Ui 


Seeing Hadrat ‘Uthman 


Faithful and heen assassinated. The People in the houe ran down 
stairs and saw the Caliph lying in a poot of blood. When the peopl 
in Medina eard the awful news they were dumbfounded. They ran 
(owardssthe Caliph s residence but now nothing could be don 
Hidrat AltAllah be pleased with him) reprimanded Hadrat Imam 
Hasan and) imam fMussain (Allah be pleased with them) as to wh 
murder Nad been committed in their presence. They replied th 
the insurgents had jumped over the wall from the back side an 
not entered through the gate they had been guarding. [he Calip! 
was NO more in this World. In spite of this heinous crime, the si 
continued and Madrat “Uthman’s body lay there for two days. On 


r 


the third day, it was laid to rest in the graveyard 
Thus passed away 


of Baqi*. Only 
seventeen persons attended the funeral prayer 
the most devoted servant of the Book of Allah and the true de 
votee of the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). May his soul! rest in peace! At the time he 
attained martyrdom, Hadrat ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) 
was reciting the Holy Qur‘an and his blood dropped on this 
Verse : 

“And Allah will surely suffice thee against them. He is 

All-Hearing. All-Knowing!"’ (A/-Baqara : 137). 

The day was Friday. and the time was that of the Asr (After- 
noon) Prayer. Hadrat Zubair bin Mut‘im (Allah be pleased with 
him) led the funeral prayer. Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with 
him) raised both of his hands towards heaven and said that he 
was innocent of the murder of ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with 
him), Said bin Zaid (Allah be pleased with him) said: Would 
that the Mount Uhud had burst open and fall upon you for this 
heinous erime. Hadrat Anas (Allah be pleased with him) said - 
“ As long as Hadrat “Uthman was alive, Allah’s sword was in sheath 
After this martyrdom, it will be unsheathed and will remain so tl 


aid: “The 


Doomsday.” 


thing.” 


misdemeanour. 


thwarted. 


mischief started 
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with 


outcome 


the 


KK KK * 


the 


and replaced it with enmity and hatred 
will forsake the Muslims like storms that blow 


world’s 


the end of the world.”’ Hadrat Samra (Allah | 
assas 
*Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) will : 
When Ka‘b bin Malik (Allah | 
heard the terrible news, he composed the fol 
folded both of your hands and closed your d 
Knows everything. Do not fight your enen 

does not fight for my sake will remain unde! 
Your martyrdom has put an end to mutual 


Islam’s destiny changed : The news of the mart 
‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) spread lik 
length and breadth of the realm. Hadrat ‘Uthm 
shirt and Hadrat Naila’s mutilated fingers 
Mu awiya. Governor of Syria, a prominent Icad¢ 
When the shirt was unfolded before the gathe 
eruption of wild roar and commotion and s! 
Revenge’, resounded on all sides. One thing sh 
that right from the Caliphate of Hadrat ‘Ali (All 
him) up to the martyrdom of Hadrat Imai 
pleased with him) all that happened bears t! 
*“Uthman’s blood. This is an unfortunate occur 
the course of Islamic history. This is what hap; 
of the Camel (Jang-i-Jamal), and this is what |! 
The inveterate animosity and hatred between t! 
the Abbasids was the logical of 
The martyrdom of Hadrat ‘Uthman (AI! 
him) once again fanned the flame of tribal j: 
between the Umayyads and the Hashimites, wit 
the rapid progress of Islam for 


a : 


| 
| 


CHAPTER 


MARTYRDOM OF HADRAT ‘ALI AL-MURTADA 


(Allah be pleased with him) 
The Battle of the Camel (Jang-i-Jamal) : After the Battl 
Camel) Islamic Galiphate was bifurcated between Hadrat ‘A 
Abi Talib, (Allah be pleased with him) and Hadrat M 
Abu Sufyan) Besides them both, there was a thi 
that of “Amr ibn al- As, which wielded considerabl 
account of his political sagacity. 


The Battle of Saffin had given rise to a 
that of the Kharjites. Although it had politica s through 
and through, it had given to its holds a religious tinge like othen 
political’sects in Islam. Its political slogan was “All power belongs 
to Allah which meant ‘no person should rule.’ In fact, the 
Khanites of Islamic history resembled to anarchists of modern 
times. i. 

In) Mecca, the Kharjites hatched a plot to change entirely 
the Course of the Islamic history and they did accomplish their 
nefarious task. Amr bin Bakr Tamimi said that he would kill 
‘Amr binal--As, Governor of Egypt, as he was the ring leader of 
all misehiefs and intrigues. Bakr bin ‘Abdullah Tamimi avowed 
thatehes would Kill Mu‘awiya bin Abu Sufy because he had 
assumed the role ol an emperor in Syria. 


mom t 


Thtteswas ad pin drop silence for a momer 
(riicdsatethe name of “Ali ibn Abi Talib (Allal 


Everyone was 
be pleased with 
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him). At last, “Abdul Rahman ibn Muljim br 
said that he would kill ‘Ali (Allah be pleased wit 


The seventeenth of Ramadan was fixed 
simultaneous perpetration of these treacher 
named two persons failed in their vile attempt 
misfortune of Islam, “Abdul Rahman ibn Mulji 
wicked design. Here are the details: 


‘Abdul Rahman left Mecca for Kufa whe 
Jarge number of Kharjites were present. He b 
and during one of these visits he came across a 
woman named Qattam bint Shajana bin ‘A 
infatuated him. The woman demanded three t 
one slave, one slavegirl and the head of ‘Ali | 
with him) as her dower debt. ‘Abdul Rahma: 
how he could kill “Ali (Allah be pleased with 
thirsty Cleopetra replied that he could be killed 
She added that if he were successful in his miss 
her awaiting his arrival with open arms, but if | 
attempt he would go straight away to heaven 


If is stated on authority that Hadrat ‘Ali 
with him) had an intuition of the coming e\ 
came across Abdul Rahman, he saw blood in 
reported that he was used to swear that the Hol 


and blessings of Allah be upon him) had predicted 


assassins dagger. “Abdul Rahman came to him t 
oath of allegiance to him but ‘Ali (Allah be | 
refused. The third time he asked as to what was 


hand from commuting his foul deed of colourin: 


blood.! 


' Tabagat Ibn Sa‘d.Vot, Ill, p, 33 


59 


At times as fie got angry with his companions, he used to ask 
what was preventing their most wretched person from killing 
him. He was fed up with this long waiting and they were fed up 
with him 


People requested him to name the would be assassin, but he 
observed) How could he condemn a person who had not yet 
committed the murder. }hey again requested him to nominate his 
successors Dub He replied that he would be leaving them in th« 
same statevas they had been left by the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). They questioned him as to what 
explanation he would be giving before Allah for this action and h« 
replied that he would say: 


“O)Godiyhave left Thee with them. Thou may either ref 
them or destroy them.’” 


Before the Martyrdom : Some of his.companions had got 
the conspiracy 00, because a man from the Bani Murad tribs 
informed the Commander of the Faithful that his tribesmen were 


plotting to assassinate him. The name of the would be assassinuy 


was also known. 


One day Ash‘ath saw Ibn Muljim armed with a swords 
Ashath asked him to show him the sword which happened to be 
brand new. He asked him the reason for being armed when it wasu™ 
not the. time of warfare. Ibn Muljim replied that he wanted to 
slaughter the camels of the village therewith. Ash‘ath understood a 
the implication of these words, and mounting on the mule® 
hastened) to apprise Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him) of if 
but the noble Caliph replied that he had not killed him up to that 
time. 

Martyrdom) The murder was committed on Friday before the 
morning prayer. 1bn Muljim spent the whole night in Ash‘ath bin 


' Tabagat Ibn Sa‘d, Vol. Ill, p. 34 
* Musnad Imam Ahmad 
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heen» ys 


60 


Qais Kindi’s mosque conversing with him. He | 
bin Bajra, a Kufite, his accomplice. Both the 


swords sat in front of the door through which Ha 


be pleased with him) used to come out.' 


That night the commander of the Faithful 
Hadrat Hasan (Allah be pleased with him) report 
came to see his father in the mroning, he (Hadrat 


“My son! I could not sleep the whole night. | 
of sleep and saw the Holy Prophet (peace 
Allah be upon him) in a dream. | stated that | 
ly persecuted by his followers. He advised 


Allah for my deliverance.’ I prayed ; O’ My 


me better companions than them and grant 
one.” 


Hadrat Hasan (Allah be pleased with him) s 
moment the Muadhdhin announced the call to pr 
to take him to the Mosque. | offered him 
Mu‘adhdhin was in front of him and I was behi: 
out of the door, he called aloud : 


“O’ people! Come to Prayer.’”* 


Then, reciting this verse he processed to the n 


“Be prepared to die, for death must com: 
be afraid of death, for it is inevitable.’ 


Scarcely had he entered the mosque when tv 
seen shining in the air and a shout was heard : 


“Sovereignty belongs to Allah and not to you, O 


Ibn Sa‘d, Vol. I], p. 36 
Kamil 

Ibn Sa*l. Vol. HI. p. 36 
Thi.t 


6) 


ibn Muljfim’sssword struck him in the forehead and pierced 
fic brite One being wounded, he cried: “By the Lord of Ka‘ba! 
| jaye aelievedmmy, goal.” He also cried: Catch hold of 
murderer, flourishing his sword, ‘Abdul Rahme i wanted to ru: 
away, but Mughitasbin Naufal bin Harith bin Abdul Muttali 
Wio was a@eredtewrestier of his time, threw a heavy cloth on hin 
and flung him to the ground.’ 


Conversation Between the Murderer and the Murdered 
Commander of the Faithful was brought home in a pre 
conditions He’sent for the assassin, and when he came befor 
he questionedehim as to why he had forgotten his kindnes 
killed imeeHeereplied that he had sharpened his sword f 
days and» prayedeto God to enable him to kill the worst 
creation Witheit, Madrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with hi: 
himself would»be Killed with it as he was, indeed, the wor 
creation.* 


His daughter” Umm Kulthum (Allah be pleased with hem) 
bewaileds sO enemy of Allah! Why have you killed the Come F 
mander of the Faithful?’ He replied that he had killed her father 4 
and not the Gommiander of the Faithful.” She replied angrily that 4 
she hoped the Commanderof the Faithful would come Out safe ‘7 
and soundstrom this ordeal. Ibn Muljim said : If it were so) Why a 
was she Shedding tears? He swore that he had kept his Swords 
immersed in poison for a month and if even then it played him 


flase, God might destroy it.* 


The Caliph, then, turning to Hadrat Hasan (Allah be pleased 
with him))said > “He is a prisoner, treat him well and look after 
his needs and comforts. If I survive | shall myself bring himto 


' Ibn Sa‘d, Vol. III, p. 37 

? Al-Kamil 

> Tabri, Vol. VI, p. 84 

* Tabagat, Yon Sa‘d, Vol. Ill. p. 37 
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justice, but if I die, despatch him after me. I shal ; ; : : 

Reafareithe Divine Court.’?! Husain (Allah be pleased with them) he said : He is your brother 
> take care of him, you know your father loves him. 


~O' people of the house of ‘Abdul Muttalit a Then, addressing the whole family, he said: Offer Prayer at 
bloodshed among the Muslims at my assassination. B the scheduledshours and pay the sacred tax, Zakat, regularly, 
kill anyone except my assassin. O’ Hasan! If | die as ® Perform Wud (ablution) correctly, because Salat (Prayer) is not 
this blow despatch him with a similar blow. Do not ; acceptable Without purification (7ahara) and is also unacceptable 
ears Or nose or mutilate his body. I have heard the H © from the personswho does not pay Zakat. Forgive people, recite 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) say : Do: 4 the Quranregularly and look after the needs of your neighbour 
anyone’s ears or nose even if he were a dog. Do not 3 Always Keépsthe tear of Allah in mind and obey him willingly. Be 
as God does not like such people.’”’ © active and prompt in His worship and never be slack. Inculcate 
: righteousness among people and suppress wickedness. Never 
grieve OVer What you do not possess. Do not accept humiliation 
May AllaijGin usin guidance and make us indifferent to worldly 
temptations!.O Allah! Make our after life better than our present 
life. Amin!* 


The Will : Then, he fainted. When he was conscio 
bin Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him) ask: 
they lost him, should they take the oath of alle 
Hasan (Allah be pleased with him). He replied t 
commanded nor forbade them to do so.” 


Then, he sent for his sons, Hadrat Hasan anc Then he dictated the following will : 


(Allah be pleased with them), and made his will E. This is the last will and testament of ‘Ali bin Abi Taliba 
4 (Allah be pleased with him). I bear witness that there is now 
a a god but Allah and that Muhammad (peace and blessings of" 
if it dogs your footsteps. Do not be sorry at what 4 Allah be upon him) is His Servant and Messenger. Verily, my” 
follow the Right, take pity on the orphans and the 4 Prayer, my worship, my life and my death are all for Allah 
for the Hereafter. Be friend the oppressed ai a Lord of the worlds. He has no associate. This I have been 
oppressor. Follow the Book of Allah, do not bear 4 commanded to do and I am the first Muslim. O” Hasan! 1 
any fault-finder in the cause of Allah.”’ : advise you and all my children to fear Allah and die as) 
i. Muslims in a state of submission to Him. All of you shoul 
Then, he sent for his third son, Muhammad ! q hold fast to the cable of Allah and not be divided against one 
and asked him if he had lent ears to the advice he h: 5 another. | have heard the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings” 
elder brothers. When he replied in the affirmati\ 3 of Allah be upon him) as saying : Mutual harmony andy 
advised him to respect and obey his brothers and | a concord are better than Prayer and Fast. Take care of your 
q kith and) kin and do good to them, Allah will lighten your 
tecokoning. And orphans, take good care of them and donot 
discard them. They should not be ruined before your eyes: 


“1 advise you to fear Allah and not to follow t 


thing without consulting them. Turning towards Ima 


' Tabagat, Ibn Sa‘d, Vol. III, p. 35 
? Ibid. 
3 Tabri, Vol. VI, p. 86 


' Tabri, Vo,. VI, p. 85 


Also look after your neighbours because th 
your Holy Prophet (peace < 
him). He was so particular regarding the 
that we thought he was going to declare then 
one should give you 
observing Prayer for it is the pillar of the 
House of your Lord! Never negleci | 
Jihad in the cause of Allah. 
and belongings. Be particular < 
for it assuages Allah’s wrath. 
who live under you. See that they 
your eyes. And the Companions o! 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon .in 
he was pleased to remember them in his wil 
of your slaves, the poor and the indigent. 
anybody in obeying the dictates of Allah, He 
against your enemies. Be kind to all creatur 
speak gently to them. Cooperate with one anot 
Virtue but not in acts of vice and wickednes: 
wicked ones amongst you will overpower: 
prayers will not be heard. Live in perfect amit) 
and lead a simple and auster life. O’ people of n 
Allah preserve you and keep you steadfast in 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah bi 
commit you to the care of Allah and pray for 
blessings on you.” 

After this, he recited the Kalima (Creed) 


but Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of 


Strive in His ca 


A] 


Case ( 


I 


use \ 


And the Dhimmi: 


t 
t 


A] 


(Commander of the Faithful) (Allah be pleased wi 


his eyes for ever.’ 


Aftermath ; On the day following the burial, Hadr 


(Allah be pleased with him) addressed the people 


thus : 


“0” people! Yesterday a man departed from 
whose equal there was none, and nobody woul 
in Knowledge. The Holy Prophet (peace and 


Allah be upon him) used to deliver his standar 


' Tabri, Vol. VI, p. 86 
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he was Victorious in the battle. He has left behind no gold, 
no silver. He saved only 700 dirhams out of his allowance 


aportioned for his family.” 


Zaid bin Husain (Allah be pleased with him) reported when 
the sad news of the martyrdom of the Commander of the Faithful 
(Allah be pleased with him) reached Medina, there wass lament- 
ation everywhere. There was not one single eye that did not shed 
tears. Medina presented the same spectacle as had been witnessed 
on the day of the Holy Prophet’s demise. People crowded to the 
house of Hadrat “A’isha (Allah be pleased with her) to see how she 
had treated the news. They found her immersed in grief, so they 
returned quietly. 

On the following day it was made known that the mother of 
the Faithful (Allah be pleased with her) was going to visit the 
tomb of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). Everyone in the Mosque stood to greet and salute her, but , 
she paid no attention to anyone, she was bent with gnief, and 
with tottering footsteps she reached the tomb with great difficult 
followed by a multitude. Entering the apartment, she said : 

“O’ Prophet of guidance! Peace and salutation be upon y 

Salutation on you and both of your companions. I ha 
come to convey to you the news of the death of y: 
most beloved relatives. By God, your selected and 
loved kin has been assassinated whose consort was 
best of the women of the world. He it was who believed in” 
you and remained steadfast in his belief. 1 am mouming for 
fim and shedding tears on his death. Had your grave opened 
up, your tongue, too, would have said that your best loved 
and excellent relative had been assassinated.” 


According to another version, when the mother of the 
Faithful heard of Hadrat ‘Ali’s martyrdom she heaved a deep sigh 
and said: The Arabs may do what they like; there is none to 
check them now.’ 


' |sti'ab 
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Also look after your neighbours because t 
your Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
him), He was so particular regarding the « 
that we thought he was going to declar¢ 
one should give you lead in following 
observing Prayer for it is the pillar of t) 


House of your Lord! Never neglect the car 


Jihad in the cause of Allah. Strive in His 
and belongings. Be particular about thi 
for it assuages Allah’s wrath. And the Dhi 
who live under you. See that they are 
your eyes. And the Companions 

(peace and blessings of Allah be upon 

he was pleased to remember them in 

of your slaves, the poor and the indige 
anybody in obeying the dictates of Allal 
against your enemies. Be kind to al! 
speak gently to them. Cooperate with o1 
virtue but not in acts of vice and wicke 
wicked ones amongst you will overp 
prayers will not be heard. Live in perfec 
and lead a simple and auster life. O’ peop 
Allah preserve you and keep you steadfast 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alla! 
commit you to the care of Allah and pray 
blessings on you.” 

After this, he recited the Kalima (Creed) 


but Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger 
(Commander of the Faithful) (Allah be pleas: 
his eyes for ever.’ 
Aftermath : On the day following the burial, H 
(Allah be pleased with him) addressed the px 
thus : 
“O° people! Yesterday a man departed fr 
whose equal there was none, and nobody 
in knowledge. The Holy Prophet (peace 
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hie was victorious in the battle. He has left behind no gold, 
no siuver. He saved only 700 dirhams out of his allowance 


aportioned for his family.” 


Zaid bin Husain (Allah be pleased with him) reported when 
the sad news of the martyrdom of the Commander of the Faithful 
(Allah be pleased with him) reached Medina, there wass lament 
ation everywhere. There was not one single eye that did not shed 
tears. Medina presented the same spectacle as had been witnessed 
on the day of the Holy Prophet's demise. People crowded to the 
house of Hadrat “A isha (Allah be pleased with her) to see how she 
had treated the news. They found her immersed in grief, so they 


returned quietly. 

On the following day it was made known that the mother of 
the Faithful (Allah be pleased with her) was going to visit the 
tomb of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 


him). Everyone in the Mosque stood to greet and salute her, bute 


she paid no attention to anyone, she was bent with grief, andm 
with tottering footsteps she reached the tomb with great difficulty; 
followed by a multitude. Entering the apartment, she said: Z 
“O’ Prophet of guidance! Peace and salutation be upon yous 
Salutation on you and both of your companions. I have 
come to convey to you the news of the death of yo 
most beloved relatives. By God, your selected and be: 
loved kin has been assassinated whose consort was 
best of the women of the world. He it was who believed in 
you and remained steadfast in his belief. | am mourning for 


flim and shedding tears on his death. Had your grave opened 


up, your tongue, too, would have said that your best l6ved 
and excellent relative had been assassinated.” 


According to another version, when the mother of the 
Faithful heard of Hadrat ‘Ali’s martyrdom she heaved a deep sigh 
and said; The Arabs may do what they like; there is none to 


check them now.’ 
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MARTYRDOM OF HADRAT IMAM HUSAIN 
(Allah be pleased with him). 


Preliminary : It is a common phenomenon that the fa 
by a person is seldom in proportion to his real greatnes 
as it may seem, the personages who reach the highest 
grandeur, sanctity and fame are associated with leg: 
than historical facts. In view of this experience, Ib: 
a pioneer philosophical historian, laid down a gener 
that the more an incident becomes popular the more 
of unfounded tales and stories is woven around it. T! 
Poet Goethe has stated the same truth in a differen 
says that when human greatness reaches its peak, it 
legend. 


The important place Husain (Allah be pleased 
occupies in Islamic History is too well-known and | 
elucidation. Subsequent to the period of the Pr 
successors, the incident which had a powerful im; 
religious and political history of Islam is the tra; 
Husain’s martyrdom. It may not be an exaggeration t 
tragic incident that has occurred in this world caus 
to shed tears so profusely as this particular event 
thirteen hundred years have passed since this soul-st 
in Islamic history and still the month of Muharram b: 
mind of every Muslim a vivid remembrance of the no 
offered by Husain (Allah be pleased with him). 
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In Spiterof this, how curious it is that a powerful and tragic 
event Of great import hias assumed the shape of a fable than a 
historical facty If, a fact-finder wishes to study this event in the 
light of reliable evidences of history, in most of the cases he will 
be disappointed. Lhe existing popular material on the subject is 
meant Only for marration in religious assemblies exciting the feel 
ing of sorrow and grief for the martyrs. 


A fewedetails of the event leading to the martyrdom of 
Husain’ (Allahisbe pleased with him) are given in this book. It 
should be "borne in mind that this description does not seek to 
make aunistonicaly criticism, but it aims at presenting bare facts 
relating to, Husain s martyrdom in a chronological order 


Causes of Difference Between Imam Husain and Yazid : Ahi. 

Bait (memberssor the Prophet’s family) had a valid claim t 

Caliphatesforsthemselves. Soon after the death of Mu‘awiya bin 
Alu Sufyanyshissson Yazid declared himself the Caliph since he 
had been nominated a successor to Mu‘awiya during his life-time, 
Yazid demanded allegiance from Husain ibn ‘Ali (Allah be pleased 
with them), As the nomination to Caliphate was contrary to the 
spirit of the Islamic constitution, Husain ibn ‘Ali (Allah be pleased 
with them))was averse to it and he, therefore, refused to take the 
oath of allegiance in favour of Yazid. 


The Caliph Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him) declared 
Kufa as the Capital of Caliphate. Consequently a large numberof 
supporters of An/e-Bait were gathered there. They invited Hadrat 
Husain (Allah be pleased with him) to Kufa and assured their 
support toynims Hadrat Imam Husain (Allah be‘pleased with him) 
deputed "hisicousin Muslim bin “Aqil for obtaining allegiance of 
residents of Kuta and himself started preparation for undertaking 
a journey to Kufa. 


Suggestions/of Friends : All the well-wishers, friends and relatives 
who knew the intention of Hadrat Imam Husain (Allah be pleased 
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doing so, reminding him of the proverbial 
mindedness of the Kufites. They also knew the bet 
of Banu Umayyads in the past. So they request 
(Allah be pleased with him) to postpone his 
Kufa. Hadrat “Abaullah ibn ‘Abbas (Allah | 
said ;: The people are extremely worried 
journey to ‘Iraq. The factual position may pleas 
to the public. Hadrat Husain (Allah be pleasec 

“I have taken a firm decision in this regard 
Kufa within a day or so.’ Hadrat ‘Abbas (A 
him) instantly remarked : May Allah protect yo 
amidst such people who have made their Amu 
their opponents and have taken over the conti 
If so, you may gladly go to Kufa and if other 
to you is an Open declaration of war. | am at! 
betray you.” Imam Husain (Allah be please: 
take notice of this humble submission of | 
(Allah be pleased with him) and stuck to his d¢ 


Enthusiasm of Ibn ‘Abbas : At the time of de; 
Husain (Allah be pleased with him) Ibn ‘Abbas 
with him) again approached him and requeste 
give up the decision of his proposed tour. He s| 
iently : ~My dear cousin, I can’t remain a silent s 


doom, the Kufites are hypocrites and cheaters 
better stay here in Hijaz; no body excels you; if ‘I: 
in calling you over there, ask them first to expel 
from the country. In case you have decided to 
may better go to Yaman where there are many [{ 
sable mountains, a vast territory having a big popu 
the memory of your father. There you will be bey 
of your enemies. With Yaman as your base you a 
message around hy letters and messengers. | am sur: 


with him) were extremely perturbed and dissua 


‘request, betterleave the women and children here. | apprehend 


; fm factual position’ through a letter. ‘Umar directed him to draft a 


| | bn Jarir, Vol, Vi. p. 219 
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3 will bring youssuccess, Hadrat Imam Husain (Allah be pleased 
q with him)srepliedysO™ my cousin! | am really grateful for your 
» kind sentimentsiand good wishes for me, but | have already made 
up my milid tongo to Kufa.” Ibn ‘Abbas (Allah be pleased with 


» him) further requested: “If you are not going to accede to my 


4 that you may not be slain before their eyes just as Hadrat ‘Uthman 
3 (Allah be pleased with him) was assassinated in the presence ot th 
S members of nistamily,, Jbn Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) 
© remained silent for a moment and then said : ‘Had it been | 

= sible thateasgathermme of the people over here could prevent 

» from your intention, | would have arranged it just now.” How 

» Hadrat Imam) Husain (Aliah be pleased with him) adhere 


- scheduled programme. 


_ A Letter from Abdullah ibn Ja‘far : 
i appealed Hadrat Iman Husain (Allah be pleased wit! 

b change his decisions One of his cousins ‘Abdullah ibn J 

© be pleased) Withhiim) wrote to him a letter from M¢ which 
reads : 


Likewise a number 


“lpbeseechyoueins the name of Allah to desist from the 
implementation of your plan for it entails your death and 
destmction for your family and companions. Your death will 
extinguishthe light of earth; at the present y: ire the 


beaconlight of faith and the centre of the Believers’ hopes 
Dont make haste in undertaking the journey.” 


| A Letter from” Umar bin Sa‘id bin al-* As, the Governor of Medina: 


© ‘Umar bin'Said bin al-As, the Governor of Medina and requested 
= him to apprise Madrat Husain (Allah be pleased with him) of the 


© letter OnswWhichthe will affix a seal. Thus ‘Abdullah (Allah be 
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pleased with him) wrote a letter on behalf of the ' 


reads ; _ jis sad neWs"imamprecited, Inna lillahi wa Inna ailaihi Raji‘un 
> (om Thou (Allah) We came and to Thou (Allah) we have to 


“T pray to Allah to keep you away from the | : 
is a danger to your life and may guide you q 3 peturn). 
salvation. | have come to know that & 
*Iraq: | beseech you not to undertake suc 
afraid that a disastrous calamity is awaitin 
sending “Abdullah iba Ja‘far bin Sa‘id (Allal 


Meanwhile some of his companions again pleaded, ‘We beg 
q you in the name of Allah, to abandon this journey and return 
> vithout moving further, for we cannot rely upon Kufites; they are 
him) to you; please return with him, ther Spot faithful toryous” Hadrat Imam Husain (Allah be pleased wit! 
tranquillity for you over here; may Allah pr He q fim) made aspausestora moment and began to ponder over the 
is the Best Protector and Sustainer.”’ > situation, whether He 'should continue the journey or abando: 
f At the samestimewall the relatives of Muslim bin ‘Aqil (A 
4 be pleased With) him) rose and said, “‘We shall never return, * 
© name of Allah we shall agenge the murder of our brother or d 
Meeting with Faidhug : Hadrat Husain (Allal ) fe the attempt.” Hadrat Imam Husain(Allah be pleased wit 
him) left Mecea for “Iraq along with the member: q cast a glance over his Companions and with a cold sig! 
including all men, women and children. While on | » | “There is no charm in life after him.’”' 


Still Hadrat Imam Husain (Allah be pleased 
his decision. 


a well-known poet Fardhug at a place called Saffa 
gated by Husain (Allah be pleased with him) al 
Ktifa, the poet answered: Their hearts are wit! 


~The Host Disperses sAt the Outset of the journey a large nbet 
soi Bedouinsehadegoined the convoy; they expected a grandy 
® reception forsMusain (Allah be pleased with him) at Kufa anda 


swords are with the Umayyads. “You are right oe : ae 
» provision forsimmiense facilities for the entourage by Kufitesa 


Imam but he said: “The matter now rests wit 


will be done, His Commandments are issued e\ un i ; ; 3 
0’ people!" have received very disappointing and dreadful NewS 


x 


EismWall” isfayourable {Dae Seeeeee praise Hin "SS from Kuta = Musiim bin “Aqil, Hini b. ‘Urwa and ‘Abdullahypy a 
contrary to our expectations, we will earn th ''F Bagtr have been assassinated < those who were to be trusted proved a 
unfaithfule Kufites have dismayed us; I would suggest now to 
disassociate yourselves from us and leave us alone at the merey 
of Allahs there shall not be the least resentment on our party 
Sich an announcement made by Hadrat Imam Husain (Allahbe 
pleased With) him), resulted in decrease in the strength of The 
entolragerand there were left digitally counted members, majority 


of them were the family members.’ 


patience and resignation.’” 

Persistent Requests of the Relatives of Muslim b 
reaching a place named Dharud, it was learnt tha 
Hadrat ‘Husain (Allah be pleased with him) Mus! 
executed publicly by *Ubaidullah bin ‘Ziyad, 
Kufa, and nobody had taken the least notice . 


! Ibn Jarir, Vol. V1, p.219 
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Arrival of Hur bin Yazid : Husain’s party had advance 


little distance beyond Qadsia, when Hur bin Yazid appeared wit! 


force of 1,000 armed men and followed him and his me: 
ing to keep a close watch on them till they came face to | 
“Ubaidullah bin Ziyad, Governor of ‘Iraq, and his men 


Imam Husain’s Adress : At a top where the member 
entourage offered Zuhr Prayers Imam Husain (Allah | 
with him) addressed them before the Prayer; he spoke 


“OQ” people! Before you, and before Allah [| hav 
for my arrival to this place, that I did not com 
on my own accord, but I have been invited by yo 
and your letters with me stand a testimony t 
If you have gone back on the promises containe 
communications addressed to me and convey 
messengers, I am willingly prepared to go back 
me time and again to lead you as an Imam. So | 
here. | would ask you for allegiance if you are 
previous promises; in that case I shall be satisfi 
go with you to the city.” 


Enemies Offered Prayers under the Imam’s Leadership 
address was over; there prevailed a complete silen 
about the address-then people asked the Mu adhd! 
the /gama, meanwhile Hadrat Imam Husain (Allah be 
him) asked Hur, whether he will arrange his Prayer 
Hur replied that he himself and his men would 
behind him, and they did so. The Asr Prayers were 
the same place by the friends and foes together. Aft 
Imam delivered the second sermon (k/utha) 


Husain’s Second Discourse : After the Prayers Imai 
be pleased with him) delivered the second sermor 
spoke : 


“You will please Aliah if you adhere to right 
support the claim of the right person. We the 


the Prophet's family have a stronger claim to Caliphate than 
others) They rule over you tyrannically. If you dislike us and 
do not concede our right; if you have gone back on the 
promises contained in your communications addressed to 
me and conveyed through messengers, I am willingly prepared 
to go back.” 


letters from) the Citizens of Kufa : Hur asked Hadrat Imam 
Husain (Allaiibe pleased with him) about the letters which Imam 
had mentioned» in his discourse expressing his ignorance about 
such letterss Imam (Allah be pleased with him) asked ‘Aqbab. 
Sam an to»bring the two bags which were full of letters sent by 
the peoplewof Kuta. Hur told Hadrat Imam Husain (Allah be 
pleased withe him): We are not those people who wrote these 
letters tosyou. He further explained, “‘I have been ordered by 
‘Ubaidullah by Ziyad to take you before him.” Hadrat Imam 
Husain (Allah be pleased with him) told him that his appearance 
before “Ubaidullah b. Ziyad was not possible before his death: 4 


He then ordered for departure to Mecca; but he was stopped Be 
by the opponents to do so. Hadrat Imam Husain (Allah be pleased e 
with him) asked Hur in anger, “Thy mother may curse you,” ) 
Hur replied) “Had these words been spoken by some one élsey) 
I would have replied him in the same manner, but alas! 1 can't 
name your mother.” “What do you want of me,” asked Hadrat 
Husain (Allah be pleased with him). ‘‘I wish to take you before 
‘Ubaidullah by Ziyad,”’ replied Hur. ‘‘But by God, I wont go with 
you,” replied Imam Husain (Allah be pleased with him). “At all 
cost [ have to follow you, until you reach Kufa, and I have no 
orders to fight against you”’, argued Hur. “If you are not willing 
io go to Kufa better you choose some other way which may 
neither lead to Kufa nor Medina, meanwhile | am writing-a letter 
to Jbn Ziyad to find out a suitable way to avoid any conflict. It 
vould be better if you too write a ictter to Yazid or Ubaidullah 
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in this regard.” Hadrat Imam Husain (Allah be 
agreed to the suggestion extended by Hur.’ 


@) 


the sediment is left. Alas! Don’t you see that truth has been 
relegated to background. Falsehood is deliberately being 
F E acted: upon. Ihere is none who could prevent the wrong- 
Another Discourse : ¢ sain (A ; ree ; i z 
At this stage Imam Husain | vase doing) It is high time a believer should try to defend the 
truth for the sake of Allah. I wish to die a martyr’s death. 
SoeseanietinetProphet (peace and blessings of A q It is an Offence in itself, to live with oppressors. 


with him) delivered another sermon; he spoke 


him) says that whoever comes across a ruler \ rate; ee Reply from) Zaheer = Listening to this address one named Zaheer 


cruelty and transgresses the Divine limits, | bin al-Yaqineal-Jali from amongst the audience stood up and 
i i a Pp nets 
ant made with Allah, violates the Prophe spoke as under :— 


rules over the people with coercion, if he 
that ruler with word and deed, Allah will 
good abode in the life Hereafter. Look! the 
devil’s followers and are opposing: Allah’s ‘ 


“O)Grandson of the Prophet! May Allah be with you. We 
lave listened to your discourse. By God! if the world were 
etemalsand we were to live therein for ever, even then we 
Cormuption has appeared. They are violat are) prepared to give up our life for extending assistance to 


imposed by Allah. They are in illegal posses q you) We should like to die with you rather than to lead a1 
The lawful is made unlawful and unlawful is : ful eternal life.’?! 


Tam the mght person to prevent them from and 

Jead them to truth and justice. Your nume! ver fe Retoristosurse threat: In the course of the journey, Hur ha 
Teceived and messengers approached me wil Sage ; been repeatedly threatening Imam Husain (Allah be pleased witha 
of allegiance. You have pledged your word | him) that if he waged war, he would surely be killed. Once roused 4g 
oy DeUay, See owe you hand el {o indignation, Husain (Allah be pleased with him) replied 7 Dom 
you abide by your pledge, you will be or th i : ; 
However, it is not beyond our expectation i _ | you fnghten me with death? Has cruelty gone to that extremes 
promise. You have meted out a similar t1 ny that you people intend to kill me? I am at a loss to understand) 
cousin. Whoever trusts you, is actually un ell of Hin what terms shall I reply to you. I want to repeat the sa ne 
illusion. Beware! You have already harmed y\ words uttered by one of the Prophet’s Companions while 


now you continue to harm yourself. You hav proceeding on Jihad in reply to a threat by his brother: 
and marred your fortune. Whoever breaks t! 


will break it to the detriment of his own self. | “| am proceeding. Death does not mean humiliation 
Allah will soon rescue me from your hai for a brave person when his intention is genuine and 
‘Alaikum wa Rahmatullah wa Barakatuhu.'” =. he performs Jihad in the Cause of Islam.’”* 
Speech of Imam Hussain at Another Place : At a 
observed : 


Four Kufians Arrival : At a place known as ‘Azib-ul-Hijanat, four” 
horsemen were seen comin? from Kufa led by Tarmah bin Adi® 
who was reciting the following verses : 


“You witness the existing state of affairs. 
changed its colours. It is completely devoid « 


' Tarikh ul-Umam wa al-Maluk, Vol. V1, p. 220 | | Ibn Jarir, Vol. V1, p. 229 
2 Ibn Jarir, VN. Vi, p. 229 | > Ibid 
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O’ my she-camel don’t be afraid of my scolding 


forward with courage, before the dawn 


Carry the pious travellers and go forth for t 


voyage until the pious person may meet you. 


He is honourable, free and warm-hearted, 
brought him for the performance of best deed 


May God save him for ever 


On listening these verses Imam Husain (Allah | 


him), spoke : “By God! I believe Allah wii! favou 
killed or be a conqueror.” Hur bin Yazid told Hadrat 
(Allah be pleased with him), “these people are { 


they are not your companions, | shall stop then 
them to go back.”’ Hadrat Imam Husain (Alla! 

him) reminded him of his promise, “‘ You have alre 
yourself to me that you will not fight against m 
received from Ibn Ziyad. Moreover, though thes« 
come with me yet they are my companions. If 5 


sort of atrocity towards them I shall fight agau 


made Hur calm and quiet. 


Conditions at Kufa : Imam Husain (Allah be ple 


ascertained from persons arrived from Kufa about t 


the city. They replied that at the time of theu 
Citizens were being persuaded through brite. At | 
for Imam Husain (Allah be pleased with him) 
draw their swords against him.' 


Assassination of the Envoy : They further told 
earlier sent by you named Qais b. Masher, had 


‘Ubaidullah bin Ziyad.” This news shocked Hadrat ! 
be pleased with him) and with tearful eyes he expre: 


’ Ibn Jarir, Vol. V1, p. 230 
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“Some Of them have already died and others are awaiting 
the deaths But stand firmly on the right path and do not 
change their minds.” 


The Imam prayed; O° Allah open the door of Paradise for them 
and let us enter the place of Thy blessings and reward and gather 
togetier there. 


Tarmah bin Adi’s Offer : At this juncture, one of Imam Husain’s 
well-wishers, Tarmah bin ‘Adi said : 

“By God! tam making a keen observation, but | see nobody 
Who may stand by your side. Death seems to be inevitable 
for you;it the people who are following rush upon you. 
[never saw such a big crowd anywhere as | witnessed behind 


Kuta, Phey all have assembled to fight against one individual 

Husains(Allah be pleased with him). I advise you not to 
move anvinch further. lf you want to go to a place where 
you would be quite safe from enemies, you may follow me 


| shall’ take you to my mountain “Aaja”. Within a: period 
of less)than ten days, you will find 20,000 armed stronge 
men belonging to a tribe “Tai” arrayed before you. As long 
as they are Vigilant, no body will have the courage to look 
at you with an evil intent.” 7" 


Husain (Allah be pleased with him) invoked Allah’s blessings | 
on him for his “Offer” and said that he had a commitment wi 
the men following him and in view of this, he could not go a step 
forward, He said, “Nobody could predict how the enmity between 
us and our enemies will end.””' 


The Dream’; Now Imam Husain (Ailah be pleased with him) was 
sure that he was aheading towards death. At the time of leaving the 
place called Qassar bani Magqtal, Hadrat Imam Husain (Allah be 
pleased with him) had a nap. Suddenly he awakened and said 
loudly: “Inna lillahi wa Inna ailaihi Raji‘un. Al-hamdu Tillaht 
Rabbi-il “Alamin (from Thou we have come and to Thow we 


‘ [bn Jarir, Vol. V1, p. 230 
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have to return, O’ God, the Creator of the Univer 
due to Thou).” He repeated these verses thrice; his 


bim as to why he recited these verses ? Imam 1 


I had just taken a short nap, meanwhile I saw 


who was moving ahead and expressing words 
onward and the death too moves with them.”’ [ a: 
prediction of our death which is being convey: 
spoke: “Are we not the mghteous, may God s 
doomsday.” Imam replied, “No doubt, we are t 
that is why we should not fear from death.” He 
Imam Husain (Allah be p}eased with him) wo f 
at the vattiefiled of Karbala and later on beca: 
Akbar.' 


Ibn Ziyad’s Letter : Next day, Imam Husain (A 
with him) rode on horse back and posted his 
poits for defence. Hur took exception to it. A t 
between the two for a long time. Eventually, a: 


seen coming from Kufa. He presented communicat 
to Hur by fbn Ziyad, Governor of Kufa, which reads 


“Do not allow Husain (Allah be pleased wit 
at any place. He should not be permitted t 
Where Except in an open space. See that he 
fefuge either in a fort or a fertile piece of Jan 
will remain with you to see how far yo 
order.” 


Hur informed Imam Husain (Allah be pleased wit 
contents of the Governor’s letter and told himt! 
as such, he could only allow him to encamp in 
a desert. 

Zaheer suggested that a fight with the forc 
at that time was far easier than the massive army t! 
to arrive later. 


* Ibn Jarir p. 232; Sharh Nahj al-Balagha 
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Husain (Allah be pleased with him) disagreed, because he 
did not like to initiate war. 


Zaheer then said : Let us encamp in this village which is 
situated by the side of river Euphrates. Imam H sain (Allah be 
pleased with him) enquired its name. Zaheer rep! 2d: Its name is 
‘Agr which means fruitless. On hearing this Imam Husain (Allah 
be pleased with him) remarked : Allah save us from ‘Aqr’.’ 


Arrival at Karbala ; Eventually, on the 2nd Muharram, 61, Hijra, 
Husain (Allah be pleased with him) with his entourage camped at 
a forlorn place known as “Karbala” 
distance from mver Euphrates with a hill in between jhe two. 


which was situated at a long 


‘Umar bin Sads Arrival : Next day, ‘Umar bin Sa‘d bin Abi 
Waqgas amived with an army of 4,000 Kufians. “Ubaidullah bin 
liyad deputed him on this expedition by force. ‘Umar nevensaa 
wanted that the situation should take a serious turn. He tried ai 
the matter should amicably be settled. No sooner did he a ' 
at Karbala, than he sent a messenger to Imam _ Husain (Allah 
pleased with him) inquiring the reason of his arrival. In repl 
Husain (Allah be pleased with him) stated that the Kufians hai 
invited him. He further added that in case they disliked his arriva 
he was prepared to go back. . 


Ibn Ziyad’s Stern Attitude : ‘Umar bin Sa‘d was delighted at this 
reply and became optimistic. He addressed a letter to Ubaidullah © 
bin Ziyad explaining the position. In reply, he issued the following 
instructions : 
“Ask Husain (Allah be pleased with him) first to take oath 


of allegiance in favour of Yazid along with his companions 
and then we shall see what is to be done.” 


“See that water is not supplied to Husain (Allah be pleased 
with him) and his companions. They should not have even a 


' [bn Jarir, Vol. V1, p. 232; Sharh Nahj al-Balagha 
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have to return, O’ God, the Creator of the Univer 


due to Thou).” He repeated these verses thrice; his so 
him as to why he recited these verses ? Imam rep! 


I had just taken a short nap, meanwhile | saw 
who was moving ahead and expressing words 
onward and the death too moves with them.’’ I a 
prediction of our death which is being conveyed 
spoke: “Are we not the righteous, may God sav 
doomsday.” Imam replied, ““No doubt, we are the 
that is why we should not fear from death.” He \ 
Imam Husain (Allah be pjeased with him) who fa 
at the bdattlefiled of Karbala and later on becan 
Akbar.' 


Ibn Ziyad’s Letter : Next day, Imam Husain (All 
with him) rode on horse back and posted his m 
points for defence. Hur took exception to it. A tu: 
between the two for a long time. Eventually, an 

seen coming from Kufa. He presented communicat 
to Hur by Ibn Ziyad, Governor of Kufa, which reads 


“Do not allow Husain (Allah be pleased wit 
at any place. He should not be permitted t 
Where except in an open space. See that he 
refuge either in a fort or a fertile piece of lan: 
will remain with you to see how far you c 
order.” 


Hur informed Imam Husain (Allah be pleased with |! 
contents of the Governor’s letter and told him that 
as such, he could only allow him to encamp in a: 
a desert. 

Zaheer suggested that a fight with the force 
at that time was far easier than the massive army that 
to arrive later. 
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Husain (Allah be pleased with him) disagreed, because he 
did not like to initiate war. 


Zaheer then said : Let us encamp in this village which is 
situated by the side of river Euphrates. Imam H sain (Allah be 
pleased with him) enquired its name. Zaheer rep! 2d: Its name is 
‘Agr which means fruitless. On hearing this Imam Husain (Allah 
be pleased with him) remarked : Allah save us from ‘Aqr’.’ 


Arrival at Karbala > Eventually, on the 2nd Muharram, 61, Hijra, 
Husain (Allah be pleased with him) with his entourage camped at 
a forlorn place Known as “Karbala’’ which was situated at a long 
distance from river Euphrates with a hill in between the two. 


‘Umar bins) Sads Arrival : Next day, ‘Umar bin Sa‘d bin Abi 
Waqqas ammved with an army of 4,000 Kufians. ‘Ubaidullah bin 
Ziyad deputed him on this expedition by force. ‘Umar neverwiia 
wanted that the situation should take a serious turn. He tried thal 
the matter should amicably be settled. No sooner did he arrive 
at Karbala, than he sent a messenger to Imam Husain (Allah be 
pleased with him) inquiring the reason of his arrival. In repl 
Husain (Allah be pleased with him) stated that the Kufians had” 
invited him. He further added that in case they disliked his arrival, 
he was prepared to go back. 


Ibn Ziyad’s Stern Attitude : ‘Umar bin Sa‘d was delighted at this 
reply and became optimistic. He addressed a letter to ‘Ubaidullah ~ 
bin Ziyad explaining the position. In reply, he issued the following 
instructions : 


“Ask Husain (Allah be pleased with him) first to take oath 
of allegiance in favour of Yazid along with his companions 
and then we shall see what is to be done.” 


“See that water is not supplied to Husain (Allah be pleased 
with him) and his companions. They should not have even a 
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drop of water just as “Uthman bin ‘Affan (A 
with him) was deprived of it.” 


Friction on Water : Being constrained by ‘U'| 

‘Umar bin Sa‘d posted 500 sepoys to guard thi 
Water supply was stopped to Husain (Allah be p! 
and his party. As such Husain (Allah be pleased wit 
his brother “Abbas bin “Ali (Allah be pleased wit 
water from the river under escort of thirty horsem: 
sepoys. Arriving at the bank, they were resisted 
commander “Umar bin al-Hajjaj. 
Eventually, “Abbas {Allah be pleased with 

getting twenty leather bags filled with water 

Imam Husain Meets “Umar bin Sa‘d : In the evening 
(Allah be pleased with him) sent a messenger t« 

for talk in the night. They both set off from their ' 
each followed by twenty horsemen and met in mid 

a talk im camera till late in the night. Although the | 
confidential, the lobby circle revealed that Imam H 
be pleased with him) suggested to “Umar that the: 
their armies at Karbala and both would go t 
replied that if he acted according to this suggest 
would be destroyed. To this, Imam Husain (Allah 
him) replied that he would have it reconstructed. ‘U: 
his entire property would be confiscated. Imam Hus 
pleased with him) guaranteed that he would compe: 
‘Own property situated in Hijaz. But “Umar never agre 
Husain’s Three Conditions : Subsequently they ha 
interviews with each other. Imam Husain (Allah be 
him) offered three alternatives : 

1. Let him go back to the place he had come ft 
2. Let him have his case decided by Yazid himsel 
3. He may be allowed to go to a border place 


A regular st: 


* Jbn Jarir, Vol. V1, p.235 
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‘Umars Letter to Ibn Ziyad . Alte: 
‘Uminbieaaewrote to Ibn Ziyad again in the following term 


protracted negotiation 


“Allaliehassextinguished the fire of mischief. He has resolved 
the differences and created unity. He 
community s case. Husain (Allah be pleased with him) held 
Ola promise to accept any of the three alternatives. Therein 


lies your as well as the community’s welfare.” 


had set right the 


Shimrs Opposition ; This letter created a favourable reaction o1 
Ibn Ziyadeeliesappreciate'| “Umar’s efforts and said that th 
proposaluwaswacceptable. Opposing the proposal, Shimr bin Zi 
Joushan said : 


“Hisainsisenow in our grip. If he escapes without taking the 
oath Of allegiance, he might gain respect 
comparatively you may be rendered weak and helpless. It 
isyadvisablesthat he is kept under watch until he surrenders 
himself I-am told that Husain (Allah be pleased with him) 
and) Umar bin Sad hold secret taiks during the whole 
night.” 4 
Ibn Ziyad'ssReply = This advice was approved and Shimr wasm 
deputed Withia letter containing the following text ; 


ind power and 


“If Husain surrenders himself with all his companions, there 
sould be no war and he should be sent to me alive. If he 
does not agree, there is no other alternative except war. — 

“Shim haS been instructed that as long as ‘Umar complies with 
my orders. the former should obey him, otherwise, he should 
remove ‘Umar and take over the command of the army. Husain 
(Allah be pleased with him) should be murdered and his head be 
sent over to me.” 


In this letter, “Umar was severely admonished with a warning 
that he wasmot deputed to defend Husain (Allah be pleased with 
him) and communicate recommendations in his favour. Further, 
the letter contained the following specific instructions : 


“My orders are clear. If he surrenders himself, he should be 
sent tO me dlive. In case he refuses, he should be attacked 
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unhesitatingly. Shed his blood and disfigure |! 
deserves it. After killing get his body trample people in the sight of Allah are those who present themselves 
because he is a rebel and has deserted the com: » before Himy while their hands are stained with the blood of 
resolved. that if he is murdered, all this sh« : Prophet's descendants and the pious persons of Kufa.”’ 

you obey my orders you will be eligible fo: 


rs ‘Urwa bin Qais from the opposite side replied : “‘Boast as 
you contravene then you will be dismissed 


Sey muchas you can. Garry On propaganda about your own piety and 
mr ousha ai | - . ees 

shan and Hadrat imam Husain : It | purification,” 
bered that paternal aunt of Shimr, Umm Banin bi: 


the wire of Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with TVowthis» Zaheer said . “Allah Himself has purified these 


‘Uth = persons andled)them to the right path. Fear Allah and do not be 


springs were “Abbas, Abdullah, Ja‘far and 
four brothers were accompanying Imam Husain (A an accomplice to the wrong-doers by killing innocent persons.”’ 
with him) in this encounter. Thus Shimr was thc 3 ‘Urwarreplied ; O° Zaheer! You were not the supporter of 
of all the four brothers and also of Imam Husain (4 © this familys Were you not a supporter of Hadrat ‘Uthman (Allah 
with him). He requested Ibn Ziyad for the protec | be pleased with him) earlier than today ? 

relatives which was granted to them. He theref 

Faaeerathersiand said : “You are my relatives | Zaheersreplied : “No doubt, it is true. I neither wrote any 
side. I have secured safety and protection for letter to. Husain (Ajlah be pleased with him) nor sent any messen- 
replied: “Curse be upon you! You give us prot 


Fis no such safety for the grandson of the P1 
blessings of Allah be upon him).”’ 


ser to him but this journey had gathered us together. I saw himy™ 
that reminded me of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of © 
Allah be upon him) and also his love and affection for Husain 
' (Allah be pleased with him). When I found that he was confroni 4 
Shimr handed over the letter 0. Gove‘nor of k : TEEN enemy, Allah put love in my healt Fs : 
bin Sad and he reluctantly agreed to comply with t 4 i @ueteamtove for the Holy Prophet (peace anil bles f 
A-my’s Preliminary Movement : After the Asr Pr F Allah be upon him) that I have resolved to help him and to safe- 
Sa‘d ordered his army to move. From the opp ' guard the very right of Allah and His Messenger which you hav: 
‘Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) appeared wit F neglected.” 
ete anapptised him meeeery hereccived I1 ’ When Imam Husain (Allah be pleased with him) came to 
ibr Ziyad. “Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) retu: nai Sodvethe contents of Ibn Ziyad’s letter, HeNSaigtnam 
he ora torlmam Husain (Allah oS eased pit - confrontation might be avoided on that day, so that they might 
aneIne, pcre ae a Eachanse Deseigiogues bet > be able to pray to Allah and ask for His forgiveness. He added, 
Be iesormneuavaupartics which was secured b | “God knows how much I am fond of Allah’s worship and reciting 
exchange of Words Bety een Men of Rival Forces : F: Verses from His Book.”’ The message being conveyed, the hostile 


side, Habib ibn Mazahar came forward and said ; army retreated, 


bn Jarir. | | Ibn Jari, Vol. Vi, p. 233 and Yaqubi 
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Imam Husain’s Grief and Faithfulness of his Companions : jj, pin “Ausja Asdi stood up and said : Should we leave you alone? 
the retreat of forces, Imam Husain (Allah be pleas« ‘ By God, We’should never leave you alone. | shall pierce my spear 
addressed the assembly of his supporters q in the chests of enemies. I shall wield the sword and in case I 

was de-sworded | shall throw stones on the enemies so long as 


“All praise is due to Allah. I am grateful to Hin 
y as me” the death embraces me. 


distress as well as in comfort. I am thankful t 
bestowed prophethood on our family; gave un Sa‘d bin “Abdullah al-Hanafi said : By God, I shall not leave 
the Holy Qur’an: favoured us with the knowle« N 

and blessed us with the faculties of seeing 
taking a lesson. 


you alone unless they kill me. burn me in fire and reduce me to 
ashes and blew it in the air. | am ready to meet the same fate 
seventy times till I diminish in your support 

Thereafter, O’ People, I am not aware if ther 


who are better than my colleagues or mo 7 
and comforter than my Ahle Bait. O’ peo » thousandtimes than to leave you alone. | shall be fortunate if | 


reward thee. I believe that tomorrow will be | » shall beable to save you and members of your family at the cost 
decision between me and those of the enemie 21 of my life.’ 


consideration I have come to the conclusion t ; 
disperse quietly. After taking my life, the en | © Morbid Anxiety of Hadrat Zainab : Hadrat Zainul ‘Abidin reported 


bother about others. Hence I advise you t : — that the very night of the following morning when my father was 
with my family members.” | assassinated I was ailing and my aunt Hadrat Zainab (Allah be = 
On hearing this all of the Ahle Bait were extre i pleased with her) was looking after me; suddenly my father call is 
Hadrat Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) said: \\ | his colleagues inside his tent. At that time the slave of Hadrat 
» Abu Dharr Ghiffari (Allah be pleased with him) named Havi was 
smearing the sword and my father was reciting the followi 
Verses : 


Zaheerssaid = By God, I am ready to be cut by a saw a 


you want that we should survive after your deat! 
keep us alive to sec that day..- 


ences bin Aqil were advi “O world! how deceitful friend thou are. How many people 


as Muslim’s murder was too big a sacrifice. 4 are killed day and night by your hand. But the tim® does” 
not spare any one and never accepts compensation and: 
everything is in the control of Allah. Every living creature 7s 


; eh aheading towards death.” 
will criticise that we never threw an arrow, never Hadrat Husain (Allah be pleased with him) reseaaa ae 


nor wielded the sword. Never! We shall neve: 
Sacrifice our property, life and progeny. We shial! fi 
you. We shall meet the same fate as yours. Alla! 
us alive after you quit the world.” q From the march of events, Husain’s ailing son Zainul “Abidin 
(Allah be ple 7d with him) came to the conclusion that the 


They unanimously replied, “If we dispers 
accuse us that we deserted our Shaikh, leade: 


verses four times. My heart was filled with grief. Tears were about 
to tumble down from my eyes but [| stopped them. 


Husain’s other companions also stood up ar 3 
assured him of their co-operation at the risk of th 5 IbnJari, VOLNI. p. 229: Kamil; Sharh Nahj« ‘aiagha 
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Imam Husain’s Grief and Faithfulness of his Companions 


bin ‘Ausja Asdi stood up and said : Should we leave you alone? 
the retreat of forces, Imam Husain (Allah be pleas 


By God, We should never leave you alone. | shall pierce my spear 
in the chests of enemies. I shaJl wield the sword and in case I 
was de-sworded | shall throw stones on the enemies so long as 
the death embraces me. 


addressed the assembly of his supporters 


“All praise is due to Allah. I am grateful to Him i 
distress as well as in comfort. I am thankful t 
bestowed prophethood on our family; gave un 
the Holy Qur’an: favoured us with the knowk: 
and blessed us with the faculties of seeing 
taking a lesson. 


Sa‘d bin Abdullah al-Hanafi said : By God, | shall not leave 
you alone unless they kill me. burn me in fire and reduce me to 
ashes and blew it in the air. | am ready to meet the same fate 


seventy times till | diminish in your support 
Thereafter, O’ People, I am not aware if t! 


who are better than my colleagues or m 
and comforter than my Ahle Bait. O’ pe 
reward thee. | believe that tomorrow will be 
decision between me and those of the enem 
consideration | have come to the conclusion 
disperse quietly. After taking my life, the en 


Zaheerssaia). By God, I am ready to be cut by a saw a 
thousand times’ than to leave you alone. | shall be fortunate if | 
shall beable to save you and members of your family at the cost 
of my life.’ 


Morbid Anxiety of Hadrat Zainab : Hadrat Zainul ‘Abidin reported 


bother about others. Hence I advise you t 
with my family members.” 


On hearing this all of the AA/e Bait were extre: 
Hadrat “Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) said 
you Want that we should survive after your deat 
keep us alive to sec that day. - 


that the very night of the following morning when my father was i 
assassinated 1 was ailing and my aunt Hadrat Zainab (Allah be 
pleased with her) was looking after me; suddenly my father called f 
his colleagues inside his tent. At that time the slave of Hadra 4 
Abu Dharr Ghiffari (Allah be pleased with him) named Havi w 
smearing the sword and my father was reciting the following 


Verses : 
Seems tsi bin “Aqil were ad “O world! how deceitful friend thou are. How many people 


are killed day and night by your hand. But the timt does) = 
not spare any one and never accepts compensation and: 
everything is in the control of Allah. Every living creatures 
aheading towards death.”’ 

Hadrat Husain (Allah be pleased with him) repeated these 


as Muslim’s murder was too big a sacrifice. 


They unanimously replied, “If we dispers 
accuse us that we deserted our Shaikh, leade: 
will criticise that we never threw an arrow, ne\ 
nor wielded the sword. Never! We shall never 
sacrifice our property, life and progeny. We shal 
you. We shall meet the same fate as yours. Alla 
us alive after you quit the world.” 


verses four times. My heart was filled with grief. Tears were about 
to tumble down from my eyes but [ stopped them. 


From the march of events, Husain’s ailing son Zainul “Abidin 
(Allah be ple >d with him) came to the conclusion that the 


Husain’s other companions also stood up a1 
assured him of their co-operation at the risk of ih 
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calamity was inevitable. When Husain’s sister « . 

pleased with her) came to know about it, sh ' Tenth Muharram, War Begins : On the 

and crying. Imam Husain (Allah be pleased wit q ‘Umar bin Sad set out with his army. 

pacify her with exhortation, ‘“‘What is all this s: » pleased with him) too posted his men 

our faith and endurance are overpowered by | amy consisted Of only 72 men: 32 horsemen and 40 foot-so 

devilish forces.” Zainab replied how could ® The rightewingeof the army was given in the charge of Zal 

when Husain (Allah be pleased with him) was | p while Habib»bin Mazahar was appointed Commander of the 

with his own hands. Imam Husain (Allah be p! = wing of thesarmy, The flag was held by Husain’s brother “Abl 

answered that such was Allah’s Will. This repl p bin “Ali (Allaiisbe pleased with them). A trench was dug behin 

Zainab’s distress and she went out of cont: = the camp which was filled with fire so that the enem 

grief. Witnessing this, Imam Husain (Allah b« __ attack from the rear. 

made a lengthy speech on patience and persev Shimr's Absurdity : Shimr who went past the 
“Sister! fear from Allah. Take solace fro p horse noticed fire and cried aloud. “Husain! 
Death is destined for each and every | © before the Day of Resurrection?” Imam Husain (Alla! 
those living in heaven cannot lead an « with him) retorted, “O° son of a Shepherd! You 
every thing is mortal in this world, wh 


10th Muharram, Friday. 
Imam Husain (Allah be 


at strategic points. His 


more than any one else.”’ 
Ausja sought permission 
at a point blanks 


and grief with the thought of death. For « P 

life of the Prophet (peace and blessings a One of Husain’s men Muslim bin | 
him) provides a model. What does this © to shoot an arrow at him, as he was standing 
If teaches us to have forbearance and pers = range. (mam Husain (Allah be pleased with him) did not allow 
teaches us to rely on Allah and to re 


Allah’s Will. We should not deviate from t 


him to do'soas he did not want to initiate wai 


i 
Husain Raised his Hands in Prayer : As the enemy’s forces advanced 


A Night of Prayers : In Husain (Allah' be ; f 
gh vers at mses te Imam Husain (Allah be pleased with him) raised his hands praying 


and his companions passed the whole night in Me Allan 

invoking forgiveness from Allah, weeping and cr 

Of enemy’s cavalry had been patrolling round H “O" Allah; trust upon You in my 

Imam Husain (Allah be pleased with him) \ &£ calamity. Thou are my Protector in every misfortune. I have 
: lost my heart due to my miseries. All my prudence has failed. 


following Verses of the Holy Qur’an loud! 
; Friends have turned foes. Enemy is rejoicing. | have sought 
only Thy help. Thou are the Master of every fortune. Thou 


W are kind, Today I beseech Thy help.” 


hour of distress and 


“And let not those who disbelieve imagin 
give them bodeth good unto their souls 
rein that they may grow in sinfulness. Anx i. 
shameful doom. It is not (the prupose) : © Hisain’s Discourse to Enemy : When the enemy approached closer, 

you in your present state till He shall sepa S ‘nam Husain (Allah be pleased with him) mounted a camel, Kept 


from the good,”’ 
Yogubi and Ibn Jarir, Vol. V1, p. 242 


" Yagubi and Ibn Jarir, Vol. V1. p. 240 : 
Sharh Nahj al-Balagha 


the Holy Quran in lront and oddressed tl 


foliowing words 


“O° people! listen to me. Do not ber 
you . Let mé say a few words in 

explain the reason of my arnval here. | 
able and if you can accept it, do just 
would be lucky if vou desist from taki 
Even after hearing me, if you refuse 

I will be ready for you. Rush upon me 
allow me a moment’s respite. Whate 
Outcome, I repose confidence in Allah WI! 
ous men.” 


When this speech was heard by the | 
the Ale Bait, there began hue and cry ins 
Husain (Allah be pleased with him) asked 
(Allah be pleased with him) and his son ‘AI 


them for they had yet to weep a lot. Thereaft 


May Allah bless a long life to “Abdullah ibn A 
states - It was due to the fact that ‘Abdulla! 
be pleased with him) suggested Hadrat Husai 
‘the women at home but the Imam did not | 
Now when he heard their hue and cry, it 1 
submission of “Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas (Allah | 
He resumed his speech : 


“O’ people! remember iny lineage. Paus 
who am 1? Take stock of your consci« 
to kill ine and discard the respect due t 
son of your Prophet’s daughter, and the 
Was the leader of martyrs, Hamza (Alla 
him) net my father’s uncle? Is Ja‘fa 
pleased with him) not my uncle? Don’ 
famous tradition of the Prophet (peac« 
Allah be upon him), “Chiefs of tl 
conceming me and my brother? If 

is Certainly true, as since the tin 


| have not uttered a lie. Tell me is it right for you to receive 
me with Un-sheathed swords? If you don’t believe in my 
word, there-areé persons amnong you who can testify to 
the correctness Of my statement. Ask Jabir bin ‘Abdullah 
Ansan and Abu Said al-Khudri (Allah be pleased with 
them), Inquire from Sahl bin Sa‘d Sa‘di and Zaid bin Arqam 
(Allah bespleased with them). They can tell you whether 
they heard the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) saying this about me and my brother or not. 
Should not this fact prevent you from shedding my blood? 
By God» There is no Prophet’s grandson on the surface of the 
plobe at this time except myself. I am the direct descendant 
and grandson of your Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). Do you want to kill me, because | have taken 
life Of anyone? Did { shed any one’s blood? Have I usurped 
the wealth of anyone? Tell me what is the matter? What 
is my fault?” 


» Kufian’s Reply > Husain (Allah be pleased with him) repeatedly ™ 
q » asked this question, but nobody answered. At last, he called out, § 

by name, the prominent persons of Kufa and inquired whether= 
» they had not wntten to him “Fruits are ripe, the soil has become ¥ 
geen and the canals are over-flowing. If you come, you will® 
' come to the great army of your Own; come soon.” 


Thereupon those persons opened their mouth and said” 

that they had never written to that effect. Imam Husain (Allah 

> be pleased with him) expressed surprise at it and cried out, “What 

a blatant lie. Then Husain (Allah be pleased with him) again 

© called out loudly, ““O’ people! As you dislike me, it is better 
- that lam released, 1 shall go back.”’ 


' Humiliation is Unacceptable : At this juncture, one of the Kufians 
© named Qais bin Ash‘ath said : ‘Is it not advisable that you should 


Sinender yourself to your cousins? They will mete out the 
reatment to you worthy of your position. You will receive no 


bam from them.” 
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To this Imam Husain (Allah be pleased 
~All of you are tarred with the brush. O man! D 
Bani Hashim should demand ransom for one mo! 
to that of Muslim bin ‘Agil? No I shal! not si 
them with humiliation.” 


Zaheer’s Address to Kufians : Zaheer adva) 
enemy on his horse and shouted : “O’ Kufians 
wrath o; Allah. It is a duty of every Muslim to ady 
Muslim. Look! We are all: Muslims till this time. W 
same Religion and the same Shari‘a/i. So long a: 
unsheathed, you deserve our advice and well-wis 
the swords are drawn the mutual respect will vai 
become two rival groups. Look! Allan has tested 
towards the descendants of the Holy Prophet (peac 
of Allah be upon him). We call you to the love fo: 
to the nivalry of “Ubaidullah bin Ziyad. Believe 
nothing from these rulers. They would make \ 
would cut your hands ; they would disfigure \ 
would hang you and would kill the pious m 
they have already done this. The incidents of 


and Hani bin ‘Urwa have not become so old t 


forgotten them.” 


On hearing this Kufians began to abuse Za 
praise for Ibn Ziyad. By God, We will not go ba 
we kill Husain and his companions or produce th« 
was their reply. 


Zaheer replied : Well! If the son of Fatima (A 
with her) is not comparable with the son of Sun 
you should pay this much regard to the prog¢ 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upo 
would not kill him. Let him talk with his 


' Ibn Jarir, Vol. V1, p. 243 


9] 


Mu‘awiya and settle the issue. I swear by God that it is not 
necessary to shed the blood of Husain to please Yazid.”” 


Hur Joins Husain’s Army : It is narrated by ‘Adi bin Harmla 
that when Ibn Sa‘d ordered his army to advance, Hur asked 
him whether he really wanted to fight against Husain? lbn Sa‘d 
replied, Yes, a battle would be fought in which heads will be 
cut and hands will be amputated from shoulders.’’ Listening to 
this, Hur left his own place and proceeded slowly towards 
Husain's camp. One of his tribe’s men Muhajir bin Aus inquired 
whether he wanted to attack Husain. Hur kept quiet. Suspecting 
him due to his reticence Muhajir said, “I never found you in such 
a state during any war. If I am asked to name the bravest man 
in Kufa, 1 can point out none except you. But what are you 
doing now.” 


Hur grew serious and replied, ‘By God, | am making a 
choice between Hell and Paradise. By God, I have selected 
Paradise, no matter if | am cut to pieces.” With those words, he 
whipped his horse and joined Husain’s army. He presented himself 
before Imam Husain (Allah be pleased with him) and saidy 
“Q’ Grandson of the Prophet! I am the same unfortunate persol 
who prevented you from going back. I pursued you along ; 
way and compelled you to encamp at the place. I never suspected 
that these people will not concede your terms and will go to suc 
an extreme in your matter. By God, had I known that they ; 
act in this way, I would have never done what I did earlier. 


am ashamed of the misdeed I have committed and come to you | 
for repentance. I want to sacrifice myself and | think that would” 
serve the purpose of atonement.” Imam Husain (Allah be pleased 

with him) very kindly invoked divine blessings for him and said, ; 
“May Allah accept your repentance and forgive you. As your 


' Ibn Jarir, Vol. V1, p. 243; Sharh Nahj al-Balagha 


mother has named you Hur, you are a free man and 
you will remain free both in this world and in the Her 


Hur’s Address to the Enemy : Hur then addressed | 
and said that they should have accepted any of th: 
offered by Husain (Allah be pleased with him), s 
might save them from an ordeal. They said that his qu 
be answered by their Commander “Umar bin Sa‘d. *U: 
he himself wished to accept this offer, but his pr 


rejected. Thereafter, Hur made a passionate speech 
Kufians to shame for not abiding by their prom 


they started shooting arrows. Hur was forced to r 


camp. 


Battle Starts : When Husain’s sincere efforts to b: 
enemy failed; encounter became inevitable. ‘U: 


strung his bow and shot an arrow towards the cam} 


(Allah be pleased with him) saying : Be witness! | 
first arrow. 


Yasar and Salam, the slaves of Ziyad bin 
‘Ubaidullah bin Ziyad came forward and challenge 
combat, as was the ancient custom of warfare in A: 
Husainite forces, Habib bin Mazahar and Barbar bi: 


teered themselves to meet this challenge but Imam H 


be pleased with him) did not permit them 
“Abdullah bin Amir al-Kalbi stood up and sought | 
go out. This man came from Jufa along with his wit 
Imam Husain (Allah be pleased with him). He was 
Jexioned tall statured man with broad shoulders an: 
and was looking like a warrior in all respects. Havi 


him the Imam was pleased to observe that he was a | 


and gladly permitted him to meet the challenge. In 


exchanges, “Abdullah put his both rivuls to death. Hi: 
Wahab stood close by with a staff in her hand inciting ! 
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to fight) Then suddenly she became so much passionate that 
she started “advancing towards the battlefield. Hadrat Husain 
(Allah be pleased with him) was deeply impressed by her enthusi- 
asm and said ; May God reward you for your support to Ahle Bait 
but fighting is not meant for women. 


Spears Straightened : After that; right wing a ny of Ibn Sa‘d 
launched'an attack and as they drew near, front line of Husainite 
force knelt down and straightened their spears towards the horses 
Horses Were frightened. The enemy mounted troopers could not 
advance and were repulsed with heavy losses 


GeneralyAttack ; Later on, ensued a full-fledged battle. In the 


begining the chivalrous men from either side came out in 
response tothe challenge and fight with each other. Every chal- 


lenger Of the tival anny who came forward was killed by the 


partisans Of Madrat Husain (Allah be pleased with him). On seeing 
this discouraging start “Umar bin al-Hajjaj who was in command 
of the enemys right wing, shouted : 


“OMfools! first realize to whom you are fighting with. Theseus 
people are not afraid of death. In this way you will be killeds 
one by one. They are but a handful souls. You can kill themm 
even with stones.”’ q 


‘Umar bin Sad approved of the suggestion, and disallowing 
individual duels ordered for a general attack. Both the sides came 
to gnps and then ensued a hand to hand fight. 


After some time when the fighting was stopped it was found 
that Husainite brave hereo Muslim bin Ausja was writhing in blood 
and sand. Hadrat Husain (Allah be pleased with him) ran towards 
him, He was still breathing. Imam Husain (Allah be pleased with 
him) lamented with a deep respiration saying : Muslim! May God 
shower His choicest blessings upon you : | 

“Some of them have alreadv died and others are awaiting 

death, But stand firmly: on the right path and do not change 

their minds.”’ 
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Muslim ibn Ausaja was the first martyr from tl 


Assassination of Umm Wahab : At this stage Zaheer bin al- Yageen 
Husainite forces in this battle." 


launched a severe attack on Shimr’s forces and put them to recut 
Horses Rendered Useless : After the right wing. the left _ but this state did not obtain for iong. In a short time the enemy 
joined in attack with Shimr as its Commander. This attac} was gathered its strength. Now the helplessness of Husainite forces 
yery-severe but the Husainite mght wing resisted | was evident. Several warriors and renowned leaders were killed 
There were only thirty-two horsemen in this wing one by one. “Abdullah bin “Amir al-Kalbi was one of them. His 
they struck they caused a great loss to the enemy ; brave wife Umm Wahab was sitting in the battlefield and was 
powerful enemy realized that with the present strerg ces [Wiping dust from the face of her martyr husband saying repeated- 
at its disposal it could not achieve the desired goal. T! ly ; “Greetings to you for attaining an abode in the Paradise.” 
sert for reinforcement and soon five hundred arch Shimr saw her and killed her.’ 

their succour. They, on their arrival, started shooti Prayers Banned : Abu Thumama ‘Amr bin ‘Abdullah Samdi 
the horsemen cnppling their horses and forcing them | redlized his helplessness and said to Hadrat Husain (Allah be 
Hur’s Gallantry : Ayyub bin Musharrah reported that pleased with him) : “Enemy is approaching fast. By God, | will 
self injured the horse of Hur bin Yazid, piercing it wit - defend you even at the cost of my life. Enemy wiil not harm you 
Hur bin Yazid jumped to the ground. He was holding rd ir as long as { am alive. However, it is my earnest desire to offer 


his hand and was looking like a lion. His sword ving my Prayers before meeting my Lord.’” On hearing this Hadraty 
rampantly and he was reciting the following verses : Husain (Allah be pleased with him) raised his head and said 


“Tt does not matter if you have made my horse “Ask the enemy to give us respite for offering Prayers.” But the™ 

of noble blood and am more brave than a enemy did not accede to their request and the battle continued. © 
Tents Burnt : The fight was in its full swing. It was 
but neither side seemed to have gained the upper ha 
was that the Husainite anny had pitched the tents at 
the enemy could only attack from one side. When 
realized that he could not succeed in this way he 
of his inen to uproot the tents. Only four or five m 
army pushed them back. Failing in this attempt ‘| ; 
ordered his men to set the tents on fire. His “{ have sworn not to be killed unless and until I have killed 
towards tents carrying fire in their hands, Husaii ‘them. I will die only while | am advancing.” 


Martyrdom of Habib and Bur : It was a very tough time. The 
enemy had put in the battle its full force. Unfortunately, Habib 
ibn Mazahar, Commander of the right wing of Husainite forces, 
was also killed. It was a dead blow to the Husainites. The next 
came the turn of Hur bin Yazid who advanced straight into the 
enemy forces reciting the following verses with great enthusiasm: 


purturbed due to this grave situation but Had: 
be pleased with him) said : “No matter, let then 


It will be better for us because they cannot att 
Aa He boldly attacked the enemy and eventually, sore and weary 


with fatal wounds, gave up his life. 


“I will inflict heavy casualties with my sword. I shall neither 
fear nor shall I run away.” 


Tarikh Tabari, Vol. V1, p. 249 \ 
Ibn Jarir, Vol. V1, p. 251 


Martyrdom of Zaheer : Now the Zuhr time wa: 
Husain (Allah be pleased with him) offered Salat 


with his companions. After the Prayer the pressur 


increased all the more. On this occasion Zaheer ib1 
-Commander of the left wing, took command of t 
attacked the enemy reciting the following verses 


“I am Zaheer, son of al-Yaqeen. I will keep th 
Husain with the point of my sword.” 
After dispersing the lines of rival forces he 
putting his hand on Husain’s shoulder recited t 
verses : 


“Advance, God has guided you to the right at 
meeting today with your grandfather, the H 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
“Ali Al-Murtaza; and young brave Ja‘lar Ta 
living martyr “Asadullah Hamza.” 


Then he returned towards the enemy and pul a nun 
to death till he himself was killed. 


Bravery of Ghiffari Brothers : Companions of Had 


(Allah be pleased with him) now realized that 
impossible for them to stop the enemy. [hierefor 
decided to sacrifice themselves one by one. Ac 
Ghiffari brothers moved forward and began to fis 
enemy. While fighting they were reciting the follow 
“Bani Ghaftar and tribes of Nazar have know 
that we will cut the vicious people into pie: 


glittering swords. O’ people! Support the pi 
the spears and thy swords.” 


Sacrifice of the Jabri Brothers : Thereaftertwo Jagri| 
forward who were weeping bitterly. Imam Husa 
pleased with him) said to them: O’ sons of my br. 
are you weeping? By God, I believe you will be kill: 
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minutes, [hey replied that they were not shedding tears due to the 
danger to their lives but it made them to weep seeing that the 
enemy had surrounded him and they could do nothing to save 
him. Then both of them began to fight courageously chanting 
aloud > “Peace be upon you, O’ Son of the Holy Prophet.”’ Hadrat 
Husain (Allah be pleased with him) revlied : Wa ‘Alai-kwuin-us- 
Salam wa Rahmatiullah. At last they were also killed. 


Martyrdom) of Hanzala bin As‘ad : After that Hanzala bin As‘ad 
stood before the enemy shouting : ““O’ people! | fear for you the 
same disaster us befell upon the nations of “Ad and Thamud. | 
fear yousmay be destroyed. O’ people! Don’t slay Husain (Allah 
be pleaseduwith him) lest Allah should send calamity on you.” 
He fought manfully till he was killed. 

Ali Akbar's Martyrdom : By now all the companions were killed 
one alter the other. It was now the turn of Hash and the 
family, of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) birstof all, “Ali Akbar came into the battlefield and attack= 
ed the enemy reciting the following verses 


‘tam Ali bin Husain bin ‘Ali. By the Lord of Ka‘ha, wem 


are more deserving being nearest to the Holy Prophet.” 
“By God, the son of the man whose father is unknown 
cannot rule over us.” 


He fought heroically but was killed by the sword of Marra bin 
Manqaz al--Abadi. The narrator said that he saw a woman hurry- 
ing out of the tent. She was beautiful like the full moon and was 
crying ; Ah! my brother, Ah! my nephew. When he enquired 
as to Who she was, he was told that she was Hadrat Zainab bint 
Fatima (Allah be pleased with them). Hadrat Husain (Allah be 
pledsed with him) caught hold of her hand and took her to her 
tent) Then he lifted the dead body of ‘Ali Akbar and placed it 
before the tent.' 


' [bn Jarir, Vol. V1, p. 256 
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A Graceful Youth : Thereafter, other scions of th 
blood and members of the Ah/e Bait came to the t 
fighting courageously sacrificed their lives one by o1 

a graceful youngman appeared on the scene. He wa 
simple dress and putting on sandals in his tect. H 
beautiful person and his face was shining like a | 
out like a roaring lion and attacked upon the 
immense force. “Amr bin Sa‘d Azdi struck on h 
sword. The youngman cried : O° Uncle! and fel 

On hearing his cries [mam Husain (Allah be pl 
came to his rescue and attacked upon the kil 

like a hungry falcon and a ferocious lion. The assa 
hand in his defence but couid not succeed. His | 
from the elbow. Being wounded the killer called |! 
army came to his help but rode over him in a 
confusion. The narrator said that when the dust 
subsided he saw Imam Husain (Allah be pleased wit 
ing near the youngman who was in the agony of 
Husain (Allah be pleased with him) was saying : “D 
them who killed you. What answer will they give to 
father on the Day of Resurrection? By God. it is h 
for your uncle that you cried for help but he could 1 
from the clutches of the enemy. Alas! enemic 
have increased in number than his friends.’’ Then he t 
body in his lap and pressed it close to his chest. H 
dead body to the tent with its feet trailing on | 
laid it beside “Ali Akbar’s dead body. The narrator 
the people as to who he was and was told that | 
bin Hasan bin “Ali bin Abi Talib. 


Martyrdom of Newly-born Babe : While Imam Husa 
pleased with him) was standing there, he was apprised 
of ason. The babe was put in his arms and as he was 

in fiis ears an arrow was shot from the opposite dir 


99 


pierced the throat of the infant. The infant died instantaneously. 
He pulled out the arrow from the throat of the infant. The blood 
gushed Out of the wound and by taking a handful of it Imam 
Husain (Allah be pleased with him) smeared the body of the 
infant. He then said : By God, you are more dearer in the sight 
of Allah than the she-camel of Prophet Salih (peace be upon him). 
And Prophet Muhammad (peace and biessings of Allah be upon 
him) has more prestige in the sight of Allah than Prophet Salih 
(peace be upon him). O Allah! Thou hast withheld Thy succour 
tous. Do what Thou may deem fit for us.' 


Martyrs of Bani Hashim : Likewise most of the prominent person- 
alities Of Bani Hashim and Afd/e Bait were martyred. Historians 
have recorded the names of the following martyrs 


|. Muhammad bin Abi Sa‘id bin ‘ Agil 
2. “Abdullah bin Muslim bin ‘ Agil 

3. ‘Abdullah bin ‘Aqil 

4. “Abdur Rahman bin ‘Agil 

5. Ja‘far bin ‘ Aqil 

6. Muhammad bin ‘Abdullah bin Ja‘far 
7. *Aun bin “Abdullah bin Ja‘far 

8. ‘Abbas bin ‘Ali 

9. ‘Abdullah bin ‘Ali 

0. *Uthman bin ‘Ali 

11. Muhammad bin ‘Ali 

12. Abu Bakr bin ‘Ali 

13, Abu Bakr bin al-Hasan 

14, ‘Abdullah bin al-Hasan 

1S. Qasim bin al-Hasan 

16. ‘Ali bin Husain 

\7. ‘Abdullah bin Husain. 


hss 
Yaqubi; fbn Jarir, Vol. V1, p. 257 
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Boldness of a Child : Now it was the Imam’ 
himself for the cause of Allah. He was stand 


battlefield but no one dared attack him. Enemy tr 


times to kill Imam Husain (Allah be pleased 
body was willing to take the responsibility 
wanted other to bear the burden of this sin. At 
provoking his army men to attack. They e1 
(Allah be pleased with him) from every side 
Only women and a few teen agers in the cam 
A teen aged boy saw Imam Husain (Allah bi 
in danger and became impatient. He picked 
in his hands and ran out to help the Imam. Th« 


that his e€ar-rings were waving and he was look 


excitement. Hadrat Zainab (Allah be pleased 
and caught hold of him. Hadrat Husain (A 
him) also said to his sister: ““Stop him. Don’t 
The boy, however, forced himself loose from h 
the side of the Imam. The same moment Baht 
his sword to strike the Imam. The boy remonst: 
Will you kill my uncle? The stone-hearted 
down his sword on the boy who took the bl 
hand was severed The boy cried with pain. Ha 
be pleased with him) clasped him to his b 
him saying : Be patient, my child! [ct this suft 
of reward from Allah. Allah will join you 


. 

Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of A 
“Ali bin Abi Talib, Hamza. Ja‘far and Hasa: 
pleased with them). 


Valour of Imam Husain : Eventually, Iman 
pleased with him) remained alone to face the g 
handed. The enemy now passed close to the In 
wield his sword right and left and forced the 
‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr who was himself taking | 
reported that he attacked Husain (Allah be please 


is spear and might have killed him, but he desisted, thinking not 
fo carry the Sin.On his head. He said : Hadrat Husain (Allah be 
pleased With him) Was being attacked from all sides but he made 
the enemy towretreat. He was wearing a shirt and a turban. By 
God, | have: not seen such a disheartened man whose family 
members Were killed before his eyes, so valiant, bold, resolute and 
steadfast) The position was that the attackers were running right 


» and left like sheep before a lion. This position continued for a 


jong time, Meanwhile Hadrat Zainab (Allah be pleased with 
her), the sister of Imam Husain (Allah be pleased with him) came 
oul of herstenteand cried : O “Umar, would Abu ‘Abdullah be 
killed beforesyour eyes. “Umar turned his face but tears began to 
toll down from his €yes upon his cheeks and beard 


_ Arrow Pierced the Throat of Imam Husain : While fighting Imam 


Husain (Allah be! pleased with him) felt very thirsty, and went 
towards Etiphrates to quench his thirst but the enemy did not 
allow him to drink water. Suddenly his throat was pierced by an 
anow. He pulled out the arrow and threw the blood which oozed 
out of his throat towards the sky saying : O’ Allah! | complain 
only to Thee. See how the people are treating the grandson of 


» Thy Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)? 


Shimr was Reprimanded : Then Husain (Allah be pleased with 
him) turned towards his camp but he was resisted by Shimr and 
his companions. The Imam realized that their intention was to 
plunder the tents. Husain (Allah be pleased with him) said : “If 
you have deserted your religion and are not afraid of the Last 
Day, at least you should respect the worldly morals. Keep safe 
my tents from your vagabonds and debauchees.” Shimr replied: 
“Yes, we will not harm your tents.” 


The Last Warning : Now t was too late. The narrator reported 
that had the enemy wished it would have killed Hussain (Allah 
be pleased With him) earlier but no body was inclined to take the 
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responsibility of this heinous crime. At last S 


army men and shouted : May you meet with ill-fat 


are you waiting? Why don’t vou kill Husain? 
rounded him again. The [mam (Allah be pleased 
to Shimr : “Why are you inciting your arm) 
God, Allah would not be displeased on ; 
sO much as of mine.” 


Martyrdom of Imam Husain : The time of Imam’ 
now drawing near. Zur‘a bin Sharik Tamim 


arm and then struck a blow on his shoulder. Im: 
be pleased with him) swerved due to weaknes 
frightened moved to the rear but Sinan bin An 
forward and attacked Husain (Allah be please 
a spear. Husain (Allah be pleased with him) fel! 
ground. Shimr ordered a savage to sever the [1 
his body but he could not do it. Sinan bin A 
indignation, cursed him; dismounted from his | 
Husain’s head from his body. 


Th 


Ja‘far bin Muhammad bin ‘Ali narrated that a 


of the Imam thirty-three injuries of swords 


wounds of arrow and spear were found on his dead 


Sinan bin Anas, The Murderer : Sinan bin An 
confused after killing Husain (Allah be please 

did not allow any body to come near the dea 
running to and fro lest some one else should se\ 
take it away. The killer himself severed the 

it over to Kholi bin Yazid Asbhi and then ra 
Sa‘d’s tent shouting : 


“Load me with gold and silver for | have kill 


I have killed him whose parents are most 


who is the best among his lineage at present.’ 


“Umar bin Sa‘d called him inside the tent 


indignation. By God, You are an insane. Then strik 
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his stick said; O* Mad man! Don’t say so. You are saying a thing 
which if it Comes to the notice of Ibn Ziyad, he will definitely 
get you killed, ' 

Plunderingyand Looting : After the perpetration of the murder 
the Kutites took off the clothes of his dead bcdy and then rushed 
to his tenissZainul “Abidin was lying sick in the bed. Shimr 
reached along with his some soldiers and’ said : May we not also 
kill him» butsome of his companions dissuaded him saying : Will 
you killvevenethe children? Meanwhile ‘Umar bin Sa‘d arrived 
on thesspoteand=ordered that no one should enter the women’s 
tents or tease them. If someone had plundered anything he should 
return it forthwith. 


On listening these words Imam Zainul ‘Abidin 
pleased) with him) Said in his ailing voice : “ “Umar bin Sa‘ 
God reward) you for this act of kindness. Your orders have saved 
us from the culprits.” 


Body Trampled : “Umar bin Sa‘d ordered that Husain’s body 
should be trampled over by the horses’ hoofs. He called for 
volunteers. Ten men came forward and trampled the body. 


“When on the Day of Judgement Naziri shows up with a a 
blood-stained shroud, people will cry aloud ; Who the 
petitioner is!” 


In this battle seventy-two men of Hadrat Husain (Allah be 
pleased with him) were killed, while eighty-eight of Kufites were 
salin.? 

Hadrat Zainab Beholds the Mangled Corpse : On the following 
day, ‘Umar bin Sa‘d left the battlefield for Kufa taking the women 
and children of the Ah/e Bait with him as prisoners. Qara bin Qais, 
an eye witness, narrated that when these ladies saw the mangled 
corpses Of Hadrat Husain (Allah be pleased with hituy. and that 


' Iba Jarir, Vol. V1, p. 261 
* [on Jarir, Vol. V1. p. 261; Kamil » Yaquhi 
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of his relatives and his companions, they 

grief and lamentations. Qara could not forget t Ziyad) as your ruler. He puts your noble men to death and 
enslaves_ your pious persons. You have chosen humiliation. 
May God destroy them who accept humiliation.” 


Hadrat Zainab bint Hadrat Fatima (Allah b 


~O” Muhammad! May the blessings 
angels in heaven be upon you. Behold! \ 
in blood and sand in the desert. His 


© ibn Ziyad and Hadrat Zainab : The narrator reported that when 
the women and) children of the Ah/e Bait were brought before 
Ibn Ziyady) Hadrat Zainab was wearing ordinary clothes and was 


pieces. Your daughters have be¢ 
progeny has been killed and is lying in dus p surrounded by her maids. Ibn Ziyad enquired as to who she was, 


but no One responded. When he enquired for the third time, a 
Qara bin Qais added further that there was maid servant replied : She is Zainab hint Fatima (Allah be pleased 
shed tears on hearing this lamentation © with her); Thereupon Ibn Ziyad shouted : Praise be to God Who 

his disgraced» and destroyed you and brought dishonour to your 
Seventy-Iwo Heads : Then the heads of the | p name Hadrat Zainab (Allah be pleased. with her) replied : All 
praist is due to the Almighty Allah Who honoured us by raising 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be 


the battlefield were severed. These 
number Chimr Zil Joushan. !bn al 
Sear bin Oais took all these heads upon him) amongst us and purified us. Only the wicked and . 
Fivid. F \icious are disgraced. Ibn Ziyad said again: Don’t you see how 
God has treated your family! Hadrat Zainab replied : Death was © 
Husain’s Head was Placed Before Ibn Ziyad M F their fate, so they met with death. God will gather you and ’ 
who uccompanied Kholi bin Yazid whil them together very soon and then you can cross question each 
Hadrat Husain (Allah be pleased with him) t other in His Court. Ibn Ziyad said : God has rejoiced me with 
when imam Husain’s head was placed | the death of your arrogant leader and the rebels of your family. 
Tepedted|ly struck his stick on the lips of the | Hadrat Zianab (Allah be pleased with her) tried to restrain herself 
Zaid bin Argam (Allah be pleased wit | but could not suppress her tears and said : By God, you have 
admonished him not to do so, as he had s killed my leader, destroyed my family, slashed my branches and 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon | ' cut off my roots. If this rejoices your heart, you may rejoice 
He then began to weep bitterly. Ibn Ziya over it. 


May God make you weep! Had you not Ibn Ziyad smiled and said : Bravo! This is heroism. Your 


certainly have put you to death. Zaid bin Arq father was a poet as well as a hero 


with him) left the meeting. saying 
Hadrat Zainab (Allah be pleased with her) replied : What 
“O’ people of Arab! Henceforth yo a woman has to do with heroism? My misfortune had made 
killed Ibn Fatima. You have appoint me unmindful of heroism. What I say comes out of my mouth 
with a burning heart. Ibn Ziyad was enraged. Seeing him in this 
Ibn Jarir, Vol. V1. p. 262 condition “Umar bin Harth said : My God ennoble the Amir! 
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grief and lJamentations. Qara could not forg 


Hadrat Zainab bint Hadrat Fatima (Allah be pl 


*“O'’ Muhammad! May the blessings 
angels in heaven be upon you. Behold! \ 


} 


in blood and sand in the desert. His 


pieces. Your daughters have been 


progeny has been killed and is lying in d 


Qara bin Qais added further that there wus 


shed tears on hearing this lamentation 


Seventy-Two Heads =: Then the heads of the H 


the battlefield were severed. These heads w 


number Chimr Zil Joushan. !bn al-Ash‘ath 


and Gharmara bin Qais took all these heads t 
Ziyad 


who accompanied Kholi bin Yazid while 


Hadrat Husain (Allah be pleased with him) to K 


when Imam Husain’s head was placed befo: 
repeatedly struck his stick on the lips of the In 
Zaid bin Arqam (Allah be pleased with 

admonished him not to do so, as he had see 


} (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 


| iH | He then began to weep bitterly. Ibn Ziyad got 

| HY } May God make you weep! Had you not bee: 

| i f i certainly have put you to death. Zaid bin Argan 
| rts with him) left the meeting, saying : 


“O” people of Arab! Henceforth you ar 
killed [bn Fatima. You have appointed 


Ibn Jarir, Vol. V1. p, 262 


of his relatives and his companions, they could 1 


Husain’s Head was Placed Before Ibn Ziyad : }! 
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Ziyad) as your ruler. He puts your noble men to death and 
enslaves your pious persons. You have chosen humiliation, 
May God destroy them who accept humiliation.” 


Ibn Ziyad and) Hadrat Zainab : The narrator reported that when 
the women and Children of the Ah/e Bait were brought before 
lbn Ziyady Hadrat Zainab was wearing ordinary clothes and was 
surrounded by her maids. Ibn Ziyad enquired as to who she was, 
but no One responded. When he enquired for the third time, a 
maid servant replied : She is Zainab hint Fatima (Allah be pleased 
with her); Thereupon Ibn Ziyad shouted : Praise be to God Who 
his disgraced and destroyed you and brought dishonour to your 
name, Hadrat Zainab (Allah be pleased. with her) replied AI] 
praise is due to the Almighty Allah Who honoured us by raising 
ihe Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) amongst us and purified us. Only the wicked and 
vicious are disgraced. Ibn Ziyad said again: Don’t you see how 


(od has treated your family! Hadrat Zainab replied : Death was 3 


their fate, so they met with death. God will gather you and 
them together very soon and then you can cross question each 
other in His Court. Ibn Ziyad said : God has rejoiced me with 
the death of your arrogant leader and the rebels of your family. 
Hadrat Zianab (Allah be pleased with her) tried to restrain herself 
but could not suppress her tears and said : By God, you have 
killed my leader, destroyed my family, slashed my branches and 
cut off my roots. If this rejoices your heart, you may rejoice 


over it. 


Ibn Ziyad smiled and said : Bravo! This is heroism. Your 
father was a poet as well as a hero. 


Hadrat Zainab (Allah be pleased with her) replied : What 
a woman has to do with heroism? My misfortune had made 
me unmindful of heroism. What I say comes out of my mouth 
with a burning heart. Ibn Ziyad was enraged. Seeing him in this 
condition “Umar bin Harth said : My God ennoble the Amir! 


o 
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She is merely a woman. A woman’s utterance s| 
lightly. 


Ibn Ziyad and Imam Zainul “Abidin : After these bitt 


Ibn Ziyad cast a glance on Zainul ‘Abidin bin H 
who was seriously ill at that time. Ibn Ziyad eng 
He replied : “Ali bin Husain. Ibn Ziyad asked wit! 
Has “Ali bin Husain not been killed in the fight 
did not reply. Ibn Ziyad said : Why don’t yo 
Zainul “Abidin replied : Another brother of 
“Ali. People killed him. Ibn Ziyad said : Peopl: 
him Dut God has killed him. On this Zainul ‘A 
following Verse of the Holy Qur’an. 


“It is Allah Who deprives one of his life at the 
And no one dies except by Allah’s Command 


On hearing this Ibn Ziyad shouted May 
You are also one of them. Ibn Ziyad wanted ¢ 
Hadrat Zainab cried impatiently : I implore jy 
of Allah not to kill the boy. In case you are bent 
boy, kill me also along with him. Imam Zai: 
in a loud yoice : O’ Ibn Ziyad! If you have ev 
kinship with these women, send them after | 
the escort of a pious man who should treat 
accordance with social principles of Islam. |b 
gaze upon Hadrat Zainab for a long time and 
people : Relationship is a very delicate sent 
am sure she really wants to lay her life alo: 
right, leave the lad and allow him to go with t 
family.’ 

Murder of Ibn ‘Afif =: After this incident Ibn Ziy 
citizens to assemble in the main Mosque and 
before the assembly as follows : 
All praise is due to Allah Who has made 1 
and has granted victory to the followe: 
Ibn Jarir, Vo\ V1. p. 263 
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bin Mu‘awiya, the Commander of the faithful and his 
party became victorious and defeated Husain bin ‘Ali and 
his companions, the liars.” 


On hearing this “Abdullah bin “Afif Azdi, a well-known compan- 
ion of Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him) who had lost his 
eye-sight in the battles of Jamal and Siffin, stood up and shouted: 
By God! Ibn Marjana, you are a liar and a son of a liar, and not 
Husain bin “Ali (Allah be pleased with them). Ibn Ziyad got 
annoyed and put him to death. 

In the Court of Yazid : Ibn Ziyad fixed the head of Hadrat Husain 
(Allah be pleased with him) on a pole and sent the same to Yazid 
bin Muawiya through Zahr bin Qais. Ghaz bin Rabi‘a reported 
that he was sitting in the court of Yazid when Zahr bin Qais 


amived, Yazid enquired : What is the news? Qais replied : I have 


brought the news of victory. Husain bin ‘Ali (Allah be pleased 


with them) came to us along with eighteen members of the 


Ahle Bait and sixty supporters. We stopped them and demanded 


them to surrender or fight. They preferred to fight than to submit, 
So we attacked them at the break of dawn. When swords begar 
to strike their heads, they ran to and fro to save themselves jus 


as a pigeon ran away On seeing the eagle. Then we put them all) 
to death. At this moment their dead bodies are lying naked. Their ’ ’ 
clothes are stained with blood. Their dead bodies are rotting in 


the sun and are serving as a food for vultures. 


Yazid Began to Weep : The narrator reported that on hearing 
this pathetic story, Yazid’s eyes brimmed with tears, and he said: 
| could be pleased at your loyalty even without the murder of 
Husain (Allah be pleased with him). May God curse the son of 
lbn Sumiyya (Ibn Ziyad)' By God, Had I been present there, 
| would certainly have forgiven Husain (Allah be pleased with 
him). May God shower his blessings upon Husain. Yazid did 
not give any reward to the messenger.’ 


' Ibn Jarir, Vol. V1, p 264 ; Kamil 


106 107 


She is merely a woman. A woman’s utterance sh 


lig] bin Muawiya, the Commander of the faithful and his 
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people : Relationship is a very delicate sentil 
am sure she really wants to lay her life along 
right, leave the lad and allow him to go with | 
family.’ 
Murder of Ibn “Afif : After this incident Ibn Ziy 
citizens to assemble in the main Mosque and 
before the assembly as follows : 

All praise is due to Allah Who has made 1 

and has granted victory to the follower 
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Yazid Began to Weep : The narrator reported that on hearing 
this pathetic story, Yazid’s eyes brimmed with tears, and he said: 
| could be pleased at your loyalty even without the murder of 
Husain (Allah be pleased with him). May God curse the son of 
lbn Sumiyya (Ibn Ziyad)' By God, Had I been present there, 
| would certainly have forgiven Husain (Allah be pleased with 
him), May God shower his blessings upon Husain. Yazid did 
not give any reward to the messenger.’ 
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Yazid’s Reaction : Qasim bin ‘Abdu! Rahmar 
reported that when heads of Hadrat Husain (A 
with him) and that of his Ahle Bait were placed 


he recited the following verse : 


~The swords sever the heads of those whom w 


they were fact tyrants who neglected the trut 


Then said : “By God, O’ Husain! Had I been ther 
have killed you.” 


Ahle Bait in Damascus : After sending the head 
(Allah be pleased with him) Ibn Ziyad despatched 
members of the Ah/e Bait to Damascus under the « 
bin Zil Joushan and Mahzar bin Tha‘laba. Iman 
kept quiet throughout the journey. He did not s 
word to any body. On arrival in the court of Ya: 
Tha‘lba cried : O’ Commander of the faithtul 
sinners before you. On hearing this Yazid got ar 
No woman had given birth to a more vicious 
than Tha‘laba’s mother. 


Yazid and Imam Zainul ‘Abidin : Yazid the: 
chiefs to his court, and addressing Imam Zainu 
O “Ali! It was your father who broke off far 
forgot my rights. tried to oust me from my rule. ‘ 
seen the results of disobedience committed by 
response, Imam Zainul ‘Abidin (Allah be pleased w 
the following Verses of the Holy Qur’an : 


“There falls not a calamity either in the earth 
but it is recorded in a book before We bring 
surely that is easy for Allah, that you may 
what is lost to you or exult because of t! 
given to you. And Allah loves not the 
haughty.” 
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Yazid was displeased to hear this. He desired that his son Khalid 
should give the answer but Khalid did not understand anvthing. 
Then Yazid pointing out to Khalid said : 


“And whatever misfortune befalls you is du’ to what your 
own hands have earned. And He forgives mar / of your sins.”’ 
(42 : 30) 


Then Yazid turned his attention towards other children and 
women who were made prisoners. Yazid was greatly moved at 
their sad plight and declared : “May God curse Ibn Marjana! Had 
he been related to you he would not have treated you in such a 
way, nor sent you fo me in this pitiable condition.” 


Fearless and Daring Conversation of Hadrat Zainab : Hadral 
Fatima, daughter of “Ali (Allah be pleased with him) reported 
that when we were brought before Yazid, he took pity on us and @ 
(reated us gently. While we were sitting in the court a Syrianm 
lad stood up and pointing to me requested Yazid to deliver me tay 
him, | was in teen age and was very pretty. | began to tremble 
with fear and caught the hand of my elder sister Hadrat Zainab 
(Allah be pleased with her) who was older than [. She was very 
wise and knew that it could never happen. She shouted at thy 
lad : You are a wretched fellow. Neither you nor he (pointing 
at Yazid) has the power to do so. 


Yazid got angry at this boldness and said : You tell a lie. By 
God, this is within my powers if | wish to do so. Hadrat Zainab 
(Allah be pleased with her) retorted : No, God has not given you 
this power. It is otherwise if you leave our party and become 
apostate by renouncing our religion. Yazid got annoyed further 
and said : It was your father and brother who renounced the 
religion. Hadrat Zainab (Allah be pleased with her) promptly 
replied : It was Allah’s religion, my father’s religion, my brother’s 
religion, my grandfather’s religion from which you, your father 
and your grandfather obtained guidance. Yazid shouted : “O” 
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enemy of God! you tell a lie.”” Hadrat Zainab (Allah | 
with her) replied : You have become a ruler by fo: 


misusing your powers with tyranny and are oppressing | 


with your force. 


Hadrat Fatima daughter of ‘Ali, added that this « 
made Yazid to feel ashamed because then he kept 
Syrian lad, however, stood up again and repeated |! 
On this Yazid scolded him, “Be off, O’ wretch! May 


death to you.” 


Consultation with Syrian Chiefs : Yazid consult 
courtiers in regard to the treatment of prisoners. S 
harsh treatment while Nu‘man bin Bashir said : T! 
treated in the manner the Holy Prophet (peace <« 

Allah be upon him) would have treated them o! 
plight. On hearing this Hadrat Fatima said : “O 


are daughters of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessir 
be upon him).” This reference movea Yazid and |! 


to tears and he ordered for their lodging in an indep 


Yazid’s Wife Expresses Grief : Meanwhile, the news 
of the prisoners reached Yazid’s household. His 
daughter of “Abdullah put on veil on her face and 
asked Yazid : O’ Commander of the Faithful! | 
Husain bin Fatima, daughter of the Messenger of 
replied, “Yes, weep as much as you can on the m 
son of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
him) and of the scions of the Hashmite house. T! 
Ziyad made haste in killing him. May God kill him t 


Yazid’s Address Thereafter addressing the 
said : “Do you know how did it happen? It was t! 
Husain’s error in judgment. He remained under t! 


that his father is better than Yazid’s father: his mot 


than Yazid’s mother; his grandfather is better than \ 
father. And he himself is better than Yazid. henc 


I 
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more to rule Over the country tha: Yazid.”’ His stand that his 
father was better than my father was wrong. ‘Ali and Mu‘awiya 
fought with each other and the world saw who emerged success- 
ful in the Contest. As regards his statement that his mother is 
better than my mother. is undoubtedly true. Fatima (Allah be 
pleased with her). daughter of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) is decidedly lar more prestigeous 
than my mother. Similarly. his grandfather is certainly better 
than my grandfather. By God. no one who believes in Allah 
and the Day Of Judgment can grade anyone equal to, not to 
speik Ofebetter than the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah besupon him). Husain (Allah be pleased with him) erred 
in judgment and forgot the following Verse of the Holy Qur'an 
which reads as follows: 
“O> Allah) Lord of Sovereignty. Thou givest sovereignty to 
whomsoever Thou pleasest, and Thou takest away soverei- 
gnty from whomsoever Thou pleasest, Thou exaltest whom- 
soever Thou pleasest and Thou abasest whomsoever Thou 


pleasest. In Thy hand is all good. Verily. Thou hast power 


over all things (2 : 26). 
ay 
Then the ladies of the Ah/e Bait were sent to Yazid’s palace)” 


where the women ol the family of Mu‘awiya began to weep™ 
bilterly on seeing their sad plight. 


Yazid Tries to Make Amends : When Yazid came into palace, 4 
Fatima, daughter of Husain (Allah be pleased with him) asked 
him, “Have the daughters of the Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) become slave-girls.”’ Yazid replied : 
0’ Daughter of my brother! it would never happen. Fatima said: 
We have been deprived even of our car-rings. Yazid promised to 
compensate their loss and he did repay them two-fold or even 
mere, 


Yazid used to take his breakfast and dinner along with 
Hadrat “Ali, son of Husain (Allah be pleased with him). One day 
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he called Hadrat Hasan’s young child “Amr to him and by 
joking asked him if he would have a due] with his son K 
was Of his age. ‘Amr bin Hasan replied in the affirmatn 
that both of them should be given daggers in their han 


Hadrat Zainab (Allah be pleased with her), daughter of Hadrat 
‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) and Fatima, daughter of Husain 
(Allah be pleased with him), sent to the escort leader their bangles 


their duel be watched. Yazid laughed and holding 
lap remarked : “A serpent begets a serpent.”’ 


Yazid Contrition Yazid entertained the A/) 
guests for some days. He used to say in his private | 
had he been a little circumspect, he would hay 


Husain (Allah be pleased with him) with him for : 


considered his terms, though it might have weaker 


position to some extent. This attitude would hav 
himself of his obligations towards the rights ai 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
repeatedly cursed Ibn Marjana (Ibn Zivad) wh 
(Allah be pleased with him) to fight by not agreei: 
of participation in Ji/iad on the frontiers or of ap) 
for settlement of dispute. Ibn Ziyad had thus 1 
of people’s wrath. 


Departure of Ahle Bait to Medina : While bidding f 


Alkle Bait on their departure to Medina, Yazid a: 


Zainul “Abidin (Allah be pleased with him) cursing | 
Had I been there in the battlefield, and had Husai 
terms to me, I would certainly have accepted then 
saved his life at all costs, even at the cost of the li 
son. But what God willed has happened. Keep in 
through correspondence and let me know your nex 
Sakina, daughter of Husain (Allah be pleased wii 
say that she had not seen any ungrateful person 
hospitable than Yazid. 


Generosity of the Ahle Bait : Yazid despatched 
to Medina under reliable military escort. It treate: 


Ahle Bait gently throughout the journey. On rea 
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and bracelets as a token of reward for his kind treatment during 
the joumey. He, however, refused to accept these ornaments 
and returned saying : By God, this treatment was not for worldly 
gains but it was all due to his love and respect for the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 


Lamentation in Medina : This sad news was the talk of the town 
before the amival of the Ah/e Bait. When the party arrived in 
Medina, the Hashmite ladies hastened to meet them, lamenting 
the loss of lives of their dear and near ones. The daughter of 
Hadrat “Agil bin Abi Talib was in the forefront crying and reciting 


the following verses : 


“What excuse you will have to offer to the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) when he 
questions you as the last of his followers : How did you 
treat my family and my progeny after me? Some of them 

are prisoners and the others are writing in blood.” 
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“AMR BIN AL-‘AS 
(Allah be pleased with him) 


the result of his statesmanship and extraordinary 


Historians are unanimous in their verdict that A: 
concentrated in three personalities—‘Amr bin a 
bin Abi Sufyan and Ziyad bin Abiyya. Perchai 


Islamic politics into any shape they liked. It 
Mu‘awiyas statesmanship that defeated Hadrat 
pleased with him) and marked the end of t! 
Caliphate but also ‘Amr bin al-‘As’s brain whic! 
every stage of the movement. Here is a descript 
renowned statesman welcomed his death. 


A Novel Question : When his illness took a seriou 
Arab intellectual lost all hope of his life, he sent 
manders of his troops and questioned them as t« 


History is replete with deeds of valour, stat 
conquests of Hadrat “Amr bin al-‘As. The conquest 


policy laid the foundations of the Umayyad Dy: 


joined their heads together. By their joint efforts | 


him. They extolled his magnanimity, his generosity 
ship. On hearing this. ‘Amr ibn al-‘As said: | did 
soldiers, it is your duty to protect my life in the batt 
the enemy’s onslaught. Now, as death stares me ir 
command you toward it off from me. Everyone look« 


surprisé and) Said that they had not heard him giving such an 
absurd order as they knew it well that they were helpless against 
death, Amr bin al- As heaved a deep sigh and observed that he 
knew it equally well that they could not save him from death. 
Would that he had thought of it before and not appointed anyone 
to guard him» He, then, exclaimed: Allah bless the son of Abu 
Talib (meaning Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him)! How 
night he was when he said that death itself was the best protector 
of a man’s life. 


Facing the Wall Began to Weep : The people who called on him to 
enquire after his health saw him turn his face against the wall, 
shedding tears profusely. His son “Abdullah asked him the reason 
for his shedding tears while the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) had given him tidings of Paradise. Turning 


© to the company he said : My greatest possession is the wealth of 
» the holy Kalima (the Creed): There is no god but Allah and 
_ Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. 


Three Phases of his Life : He again said : | have passed thro- 
' ugh three stages during my lifetime. At one stage, | was the bitter- 
est enemy of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 


upon him) and my greatest desire was to kill him somehow or 


! other. Had I died then, I would have surely been condemned to 
| Hell, Then, there was a stage when Allah blessed me with the 


wealth of Islam and I requested the Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) to extend his hands and accept my 


> oath of allegiance. When he did so, | withdrew my hand and on 
| the Holy Prophet’s query as to why I had done so, I replied that 
' Iwould do so on the condition that | might be assured of salvation. 
» The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 
» pleased to say : O ‘Amr, don’t you know Islam effaces all past 


sins, so does Hijra (migration from Mecca to Medina), and so does 


» (Haj) Pilgrimage. (This is a famous narration by Ibn ‘As). 


“AMR BIN AL-‘AS 
(Allah be pleased with him) 


History is replete with deeds of valour 
conquests of Hadrat “Amr bin al-‘As. The conque: 
the result of his statesmanship and extraordinar 


~ 


policy laid the foundations of the Umayyad 
, Historians are unanimous in their verdict that A: 
concentrated in three personalities—‘Amr bin 
bin Abi Sufyan and Ziyad bin Abiyya. Perc! 
joined their heads together. By their joint effort 
Islamic politics into any shape they liked. It 
Mu‘awiya’s statesmanship that defeated Hadrat 


pleased with him) and marked the ena of t! 
Caliphate but also ‘Amr bin al-‘As’s brain w! 
every stage of the movement. Here is a descrip! 
renowned statesman welcomed his death. 


A Novel Question : When his illness took a se! 

Arab intellectual lost all hope of his life, he 
manders of his troops and questioned them as t 

him. They extolled his magnanimity, his generosity 
ship. On hearing this. ‘Amr ibn al-‘As said: | d 
soldiers, it is your duty to protect my life in the bat 
the enemy’s onslaught. Now, as death stares me 
command you toward it off from me. Everyone look: 


surprise and Said that they had not heard him giving such an 
absurd order as they Knew it well that they were helpless against 
death. Amr bin al- As heaved a deep sigh and observed that he 
knew it equally well that they could not save him from death. 
Would that he had thought of it before and not appointed anyone 
to guard him. He, then, exclaimed: Allah bless the son of Abu 
Talib (meaning Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him)! How 
night he Was when he said that death itself was the best protector 
of a man’s life. 


Facing the Wall Began to Weep : The people who called on him to 
enquire after his health saw him turn his face against the wall, 
shedding tears profusely. His son “Abdullah asked him the reason 
for his shedding tears while the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 


© of Allah be Upon him) had given him tidings of Paradise. Turning 


to the company he said : My greatest possession is the wealth of 
the holy Kalima (the Creed): There is no god but Allah and 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. 


| Three Phases of his Life : He again said : | have passed thro- 
wh three stages during my lifetime. At one stage, | was the bitter- 


est enemy of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) and my greatest desire was to kill him somehow or 


' other, Had I died then, I would have surely been condemned to 


Hell. Then, there was a stage when Allah blessed me with the 


_ wealth of Islam and | requested the Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
© ings of Allah be upon him) to extend his hands and accept my 
cath of allegiance. When he did so, | withdrew my hand and on 
© the Holy Prophet’s query as to why | had done so, I replied that 
| | would do so on the condition that I might be assured of salvation. 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was 


pleased to say : O ‘Amr, don’t you know Islam effaces all past 
" Sins, so does Hijra (migration from Mecca to Medina), and so does 
| (taj) Pilgrimage. (This is a famous narration by Ibn ‘As). 
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‘Amr bin al-*As said : At that time, no persor 
was dearer to me than the Holy Prophet (peace and 
Allah be upon him) and no one else commanded higher 


my eyes. Truly speaking. I] cannot describe his features. | 


had never cast a full glance at his countenance on « 
awe and grandeur of his personality. Had I died at t 
would have had-every hope of being admitted to Parad 


after, came another stage, in which there arose man) 


downs in my life. Now, I don’t know what will | 
funeral procession. Throw earth lightly on my grav 
to my grave after burial until the flesh of the sacrif 
been distributed. Your presence will make me f 
and | shall be in a better position to answer to t! 
my Lord. 


Conversation with Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas : He retain 
Hadrat “Abdullah ibn “Abbas (Allah be pleased wit! 
enquire after his condition. Ibn al-‘As told him that 
his worldly interests more than his religion. Hac 
Jatter more than the former, he would certainly hav 
ful. He added that at the moment he was pois¢ 
heaven and the earth like a cannon ball. He could 1 
his own strength nor step down. He requested Ib: 
him his final advice. He replied that he could s! 
but had no advice to offer him. However, he ren 
own Oit-repeated statement. He is surprised at t 
their senses at the time of death, but fail to des 
death. Ibn al-“As heaved a deep sigh and replied 1 
death could not be put into words. It, however 
if the heaven has fallen upon the earth and had | 
between the two: as if the Rizwi mountain has be: 
my neck; my belly has been filled with datepalm 1 
breath is coming out of the needle’s eye. Pointi 
told his son “Abdullah to take it, for it was { 
‘Abdullah, who was widely known for his piety. r 
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it, at which Ibn al-“As regretfully remarked that he wished he had 


collected the dung of goat instead of gold. 


The Last Supplication : When the end seemed quite near, he raised 
his hands to the heaven and prayed thus: My Lord! You com- 
manded and) We disobeyed. You forbade us to do a thing and we 
did it. My Lord! I am not so innocent that I should advance an 
excuse. | am not so powerful as to overcome Thee. If Thou doest 
not shower [Phy mercy on me, I shall certainly be destroyed. 


After that, he recied the Kalirmma (Creed) La ilaha illallah 
(There isno god but Allah), thrice and expired. 


be " => eal 
west A 


MU‘AWIYA BIN ABU SUFYAN 
(Allah be pleased with him) 


Amir Mu‘awiya bin Abu Sufyan (Allah bs 
needs no introduction. Arab characteristics 
intelligence, talent and sagacity were concent! 
to a remarkable degree. Arab literature is r< 
of his statesmanship and political sagacity. H 
whole of his life as an able administrato: 
most successful political personality of his tim« 


Firm Determination : When his illness took 
rumours of his approaching death began | 
apprehended disorder and unrest after his deat 
whom he had designed his successor at the 
away from the capital. He, therefore, order 
annoint his head with oil and to apply colly: 
order to freshen his appearance so as to loo} 
and also to bolster him up with pillows at 
had been done, he ordered the visit prs t 
homage and then leaving instantaneously 


This was done. People came in and 
Obeisance went away, showing surprise at 
caliph was dying, while asa matter of fact he v 
When the visitors had left, he recited the verse: | 
betray my weakness to the slandercers. | alw 
appearance to prove that misfortunes have not o\ 
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world in the following words: Ah, the world! It is nothing more 
than What we have scen and experienced. In our youth we engros 
sed ourselves in its charms and temptations, but very soon it 
changed and» played us false. It wersted our youth from us and 


made us old)and decrepit. What a bad place this world is! 


His lasteaddress to the people was : O people! | am the 


the com that) has been harvested. I was your ruler. All t 
coming after me will be worse than |, just as my pre 
were better than I. 


When the end was near, he told the attendants 
sit up, When this was done, he busied himself in t! 
of Allah and)then began to weep. saying : O° Mu‘aw N 
remember your Lord, now when old age has re! 
do anythingsand your limbs have become loose. Why 
think aboutifwhen you were in the prime of your 


Then he began to weep loudly and said : O’ Lord! Have™ 
mercy On a) Mard-hearted sinful old man. O° Allah, forgive my \ 
transgressions and pardon my sins. Envelop me with Thy infinite _ 
S cemency; for Ihave no hope except in Thee and I place my trast 
> inno one else. 


His two daughters were in his constant attendance. Once 
» boking at them intently, he said : Why do you care for a man 
B posed between life and death. He amassed the treasures of the 
» World: Alas! Itmay be that he might be thrown into Hell, Then 


» lie recited’ the following verse : | toiled for you hard and long and 
» nude yousafeagainst the vicissitudes of time 


l 


Hethenrecited the poet, Ashhab bin Ramila’s verse : 


B Tibi Vol. 6, p, 1820 


Transitory Nature of World : When a Quraishite party came to 
enquiry after his)health, he described the transitory nature of the 
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Your generosity and philanthro 
The mendicants will be returned 


| peneath me before Wrapping me up in shroud. If anything can save 


And despair and want will be their 7 jx, itis these things. 
1 At this, the girls began to weep and a } In his death-pangs, he recited the verse 
their tather. He again recited the verse . die; well’ can anyone live for ever in the world ? Death 
7 is mot shameful. Would that I had not been a ruler 
When death lays its hand, no cha 1 Wouldsthat i had not blindly hankered after pleasures 
§ Wouldithat | were a beggar who subsists on a small pit- 


> > orew . In W >} } € 
| Oia he gre unconscicus hen he 1 aa 
advised his relatives thus : ; 
Yazid recited the following elegia! verses 


Always fear God Almighty, for H é ; , 
Asithe courier Came running with the letter, my heart 


ae eee ro refuge for him © ! | was panic-stricker, said | : Woe to you! Whatis contained 

: thereinetne etter? Caliph is seriously ill and in pain 
Milepecial messenger was despatched 1 i cried he. ihevearth, it seemed, was about to tilt, as if 
apparent (Yazid) of his father’s precarious co “ved me its poe Bad ee mec? s son Muawiya 
z is;deadeand with him honour and respect also died as 

in hot haste. By then, Mu‘awiya’s conditio1 | hea thestwowexisted together. However, much do they try 
could not speak. Yazid called out to him but ver a mencannot raise him who is falling. And cannot degrade 
he began to weep and recited the verses 1 fimewhose Star is in the ascendant. Blessed beautiful 
inpiissbenalt,.do they pray for rainfall, he would surely 


‘ ve for ever in the ; ; 
If a man were to live for eve excelleveryone in wit. 


(mam) of men would live for ever. He is \ “a 
and intelligent, but for all his qualitie ree Yanid's Address: Yazid did not come out for three days. On the 
death. Mouth daysheswent to the mosque and delivered the following 


Hearing this. Mu‘awiya opened his ey« on!) agp adress 


What | am most afraid of in respect of ( ent Allpraiseisdue to Almighty God Who does what He pleaseth: 
towards you. One day I was travelling wit el) age He confersfavours on whom He pleases and deprives anyone 
of Whom» He pleases. He honours some and abases the others: 


(peace and blessings of Allah be upon |! na ; West. ee 
0 people Mu awiya was one of God’s strings. He prolonged 
attendance and looked after his needs. He sav was : 

_ a thie sttingtsoniong as He pleased and cut it when He pleased: 
torn at Mis woes He graciously asked : te Wasmiower than his predecessors and higher than@his 
another shirt. | readily accepted the offer and WISE Siiccessorsedeshall not try to exoncrate him from his short 
shirt, | wore it only once and I still have it. ‘ ee comnesmmentas reach.d the presence of his Lord. [If He 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be up hut a forgivessnimiest Will be His mercy and if He punishes himat 
cut, I collected his hair and nails and prese1 kJ willibesthesconsequence of his sins. | have succeeded him as 
When I am dead and am given bath, place t ‘ @ yourmulerelsam neither a tyrant nor an imbecile. Don't be 
ea — hasty, isli », He changes it. If he likesva 
in my eyesockets and nostrils. Then. place the Hi slut eeeemesiixes a thing, He changes j ; 


thing, He prolongs it. 


KHUBAIB BIN ‘ADI 


(Allah be pieased with him) 


to settle in Medina three hundred miles away, t! 
were even more perturbed than they had beer 


Muslims would now rise as a separate entity 
would gradually accept the Holy Prophet’s 
They feared that this trickle would soon dey 
which sweep away their leadership for ever 


Reaching Medina, the Muslims did not t 


now tried to annoy the Muslims through machi 
blessings of Allah. be upon him) with the requ 
of his preachers for propagation of Islam to t! 
ingly, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
him) sent with them a party of ten under the | 
bin Thabit. 


Two hundred armed infidels were lying 
Oncoming party in a valley. No sooner did thi 
than they were attacked by tlicm. Although t! 
for the purpose of propagating Islam yet they v 
so/at the first sign of danger they unsheatliced thx 


seven men of “Adal and Farah to the Holy Pr 


When the enemy evacuates a place or a cit 
heaves a sigh of relief. When, however, the Mus 


is that the Hijra (migration) to Medina made the: 


The Meccan Quraishites themselves invited tro 
of Badr and Uhud pricked the bubble of their i 


| replied that he did not wish that even a thorn should prick the 
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Eight companions of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Alla) be upon him) were killed in this unequal encounter and 
wo. Khubaib bin “Adi and Zaid (Allah be pleased with them) 
were taken prisoners and sold as slaves to the Meccan infidels. 
Hadrat Khubaib and Hadrat Zaid (Allah be pleased with them) 
were confined im the house of Harith bin ‘Amir without food and 


water, One day Haritha’s infant son who was playing with a knife 
came Close to Khubaib (Allah be plcased with him) who took 
him up inehis lap. When the child’s mother saw Hadrat Khubaib 
(Allah be pleased with him) holding the child and knife in his 
arms she) Was panic-stricken and began to shriek. Hadrat Khubaib 
(Alla be pleased with him) seeing the mother’s pain told her not 
to be afraid) as Muslinmis were not tyrants and did not kill children. 
He put;down the child who ran to his mother. When starving 
the prisoners did not serve their purpose, the captors decided to 
put them»tordeath, A day was fixed for the execution. A pole was 
fixed in-an open plain and all round armed men stood brandishing 
their swords and stringing thei: arrows. Khubaib (Allah be pleased yf 
with him) was led to the cross and asked to save his life by renouns 


and he requested permission to offer two rak at prayer. This Wass 
granted. Khubaib (Allah be pleased with him) wanted to prolong 4 
his last prayer on the earth in token of his complete submissior 


should think that he was afraid to die. 


After he had performed the prayer he was tied to the cross 
and arrows and spears fell on him like a torrent. Blood was oozing 
from every pore of his body, but the warrior of Islam stood © 
undaunted, One man thrust his spear in his chest and the point ; 
came Out at the back. At this his assailant enquired whether he ; 
did not wish the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) should have been in his place, to which he heroreally 
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Holy Prophet’s foot. ‘te described his ment 
prayer in these verses : 


People are clustering round me as if 
binding. This assembly is the exhibiti 
me and | have been tied to the stake. 1 
their women and children to witness t! 
they will set me free if I renounce Is 
for me than that. Although my eyes are 
heart is completely at rest. I shall never | 
the enemy nor complain nor evince the 
know that | am going to meet my Lord 
death, for death is inevitable. I am only 
that is the hell-fire. The master of the |! 
commanded me patience and perseveranc 


misery. | don’t know what they will do to 
lam not afraid at all for | am sacrificing my 
Allah. | am confident Allah will bless every 
O’ Allah! please inform your Holy Prop! 
ings of Allah be upon him) of what is hap; 


Hadrat Sa‘id bin ‘Amir (Allah be pleas 
governor under Hadrat Faruq, the Great. So: 
sitting he suffered a fit and became unconscio 
Farug Azam (Allah be pleased with him) 
nature of his malady. He replied that he was quit 


Hadrat Khubaib (Allah be pleased with him) \ 
he remembered that heart-rending scene 
himself and lost his senses. 


* KK * * 


hhaye cut my body to please and smashe: 
complain to Allah of my helplessness, my | 


no malady, but he was present among the gathe 


CHAPTER 1 


ABDULLAH DHUL BAJADIN 
(Allah be pleased with him) 


Death»brings to one’s mind one’s past actions as if reflected 

@ i a mirtoreifeduring his life he had associated himself with 
; julousyeiypocnisy, hatred and vice, death pays him back in the 
wie coinselieon the other hand he had made love, sincerity 
Pxiviceanduntesrity and guiding principles of his life. death offer 
4 limgitomtnessames Abdullah Dhul Bajadin’s death is a glorious 


‘i example of this truth. 


Before Islam his name was ‘Abdul ‘Uzza. His father died in 


» his infancy His mother was very poor so he was brought up by 
® lis uncle) When he reached the age of adolescence his uncle 
1 | presented him) camels. goats, slaves and household goods and thus 
® Made himself-sufficient. After the Holy Prophet’s Hijra to Medina’ 


» the message-Of Islam began to resound in every nook and corner 


® of Arabia. and in “Abdullah’s receptive heart the seeds of Islam 


) were taking rest. Everyday he mustered up courage to publically 


® cmbrace Islam but the fear of his uncle kept him back. He waited 
® (othe opportune moment when his uncle would also declare for 
® Sum but the days prolonged to months and years and the auspici- 
® is occasion did not arise. At last. Mecca was conquered by the 
® ‘slims and the standard of Islam fluttered high over hill and 
® (ke. Abdullah's cup of patience was now full to the brim. He 

> presented himself before his uncle and said : My dear uncle I have 

; betn Waiting for you for years to accept Islam but you have made 
7 move in this direction. 1 can wait no more, so please allow me 
z embrace Islam ! 
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Hearing the word Islam on ‘Abdullah’s 


back everything I have given you. | shall take of! 
your undergarment. You will go away from heré 
mother bore you. 


words pierced his heart like a dagger, but wit! 
thought he prepared himself for this supreme saci 
uncle there and then that he had renounced idolat 
the religion of the Holy Prophet (peace and 

be upon him) with a sincere heart. He was welco 
goods which he would have to leave behind at t 
Why not surrender them before hand for the sake 


and left his uncle’s house with only the name 
lips. He then reached his mothers house stark 


worldly goods: camels, horses, lambs, goats, h 
neither for food nor drink nor garment. He was 
yet he had embraced the creed of One God. His 1 
What he was going to do next and he request 
blanket to cover himself up after which he inte: 
presence of the Holy Prophet (peace and bless 
upon him). He cut the blanket in two, using 
undergarment and the other as covering for hi: 
set out for Medina. 


The night had spent itself and the world » 
up to greet the morning sun, when ‘Abdullal 
reached the Holy Prophet’s mosque in Medina 


awaiting the arrival of the Holy Prorliet (pea 


flew into a rage and replied : If you embrace Is] 


The reader can well imagine ‘Abdullah’s pli 


He took off all his clothes, even his underga: 


asked the reason of this condition he told her that 
a believer in One God. What a sacrifice! He had 


Weary due to the long journey he reclined 


Alun be uponehim). As soon as the Holy Prophet (peace and 


hse, Otte Holy Prophet’s query who was he, he replied that 
Peis tame WassAbdul U77i and he had come to spend his remain 
@ in life in his company. 


ou nim tonstay close to him in the mosque and renamed him 
q q Andillahe Here he learnt to recite the Holy Quran. One day 
i Wien lit)Wasereciting the Qur’an in a loud voice. Hadrat ‘Umar 
4 (Alu Despleased with hini) told him to Jower his voice. so that 


4 coming to know about it the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 


# tim) to leaverimedione, 4s he had left everything for the sake of 


® ined under the banner of the Roman Emperor and were pla 
ing (0 launchan attack on the Muslims. Arabia was in the grip — 
; 4 O/ intense heat at the time. The Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
| ings of Allah be upon him) issued an appeal for volunteers an 
@ ‘inds. Hadrat “Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) made a 

F contribution of 2900 camels, 100 horses and one thousand dinars 
7 (cold coins). Hadrat ‘Abdul Rahman bin ‘Aut (Allah be pleased 


@® presented everything he possesscd to the Holy Prophet (peace and 


4 4 had nothing to contribute. He presented his life for the Cause of 
@ |hm, 


® ‘the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
® ¥% marching at the head of the thirty thousand men towards 


127 


Hosings Of Allah be Upon him) entezed the mosque he presented 


The Holy Prophet (peace and biessings of Allah be upon him) 


pope) Olferinge prayer may not lose their concentration. On 


o| Allaibeuponshim) told Hadrat “Umar (Allah be pleased with 


Allah and His Prophet. 


ln RajabegeAcH., news came that all the christian tribes had 


¥ 


with him) contributed forty thousand dirhams (silver coins); 


4 Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) presented one half of 23 


"his belongings, but Hadrat Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) 


wr 


blessings Of Allah be upon him) Hadrat ‘Abdullah Dhul-Bajadin 


128 


the hot and barren regions. Ihey were so scanti 
the matter of mounts that eighteen men had to s|! 
The rations were so scarce that the Muslims wer 
leaves of trees. In spite of this poor equipment they 
ahead with zeal and courage to meet the Ror 
‘Abdullah was also full of the spirit of jihad. He pres 
before the Holy Prophet (peace and biessings ot! 
him) and requested him to pray for his martyrdo 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon hi 
fetch the bark of any tree. When he had done so th 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) tied it 
prayed: O° Allah! I ban ‘Abdullah’s bloodshed on t! 


“Abdullah was surprised at his prayer and said 


martyrdom at all cost. The Holy Prophet (peace 
Allah be upon him) was pleased to remark: Once 
to fight in the way of Allah you will be a marty! 


of fever. 


When the Muslim forces reached Tabuk 
contact fever and this fever brought him the ho: 
dom. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings o! 
him) was apprised of the fact, and he came to tl 
conipanions. Ibn Harith Mazni relates that it was 
Bilal (Allah be pleased with him) had a lantren in h 
Abu Bakr and Hadrat “Umar (Allah be pléased wit! 
the body in the grave. The Holy Prophet (peace 


Allah be upon him) was himself standing in the gray 


Hadrat “Umar (Allah be pleased with him) to low« 
their brother with respect. The Holy Prophet (peace 


of Allah be upon him) said that he would himself clos 
of the grave with bricks. After the burial, the H 


(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) raised 


f 
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prayemtnuss: © Allah! I have pleased with the dying man till the 
evening, YOu may also be pleased with him 


Hadrat ibn Mas‘ud (Allah be pleased with him) says that 
he wished it were his burial instead of ‘Abdullah’s 


HADRAT ‘ABDULLAH BIN ZUBAIR 
(Allah be pleased with him) 


Birth and Parentage : His father’s name was Zubaii 
(Allah be pleased with him). His mother was Hadrat 
be pleased with her) daughter of Hadrat Abu Bakr S 
be pleased with him). Hadrat “A’isha Siddiga (A| 
with her) was his maternal aunt and Hadrat Kh 
pleased with her) was his paternal aunt. Hadrat 
be pleased with her) was his grandmother 


He was born in Medina. He took the oath of al 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be up 
age of seven or eight years. He participated in jiha 
of Yarmuk at the age of twenty one years. [| 
Tripoli in 26 A-H.. was due to his superb military st 
battle of Siffin he remained neutral. When Hadrat 
be pleased with him) abdicated Caliphate in 
Mu‘awiya. Zubair also took the oath of allegian 
Caliph. Zubair. however. strongly opposed the 
Yazid as heir-apparent to Caliphate. At this A 
himself came to Medina and met Hadrat Imam H 
“Abdul Rahman bin Abu Bakr and Hadrat ‘Abdu 
(Allah be pleased with them). All the three nominat 
bin Zubair (Allah be pleased with him) as their re; 
Mu‘awiya and Zubair are reported to have held t! 
conversation on this occasion : 


1 
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Amin Muawiva: You are well aware of my kind, benevolent 
and considerate behaviour, Yazid is your brother and cousin. You 
may accept hint as your nominal Caliph. The management ot 
officesutnibute and treasury will be in your hands and Yazid will 
not interfere in these matters 

Hearing this. everyone remained silent 


Amir Mivawiya: |bn Zubair you are their spokesman. so you 
should answer on their behalf. 


lbneZubair = You should adopt the policy of the Holy Pro 
phet (peacesand blessings of Allah be upon him) or of Hadrat Abu 
Bakr on Hadrat Umar {Allah be pleased with them). 


) 


Amir Mu‘awiya : What was their policy 

ibneZubair. Phe Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be Uponehim) nominated no one as his successor. The Muslims 
themselvesselected Hadrat Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) 
as their Caliph after him. 

Amir Muawiya : Today there is no personality among them 
people like Hadrat Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him)o Tf Ido. 
90, differences will multiply. 

lbn Zubair : Then adopt the policy of Hadrat Abu Ba 
Hadrat “Umar (Allah be pleased with them). . 


Ainir Muvawiya : What was their policy ? 

Ibn Zubair : Hadrat Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased wi 
nominated no relative as his successor and Hadrat ‘Umai 
be pleased with him) nominated a council of six menow 
not related to one another to clect a suceessor from § 
themselves. ive 


Amir Mu‘awiya : Is any other alternative ucceptablet 
my 


Ibn Zubair : No~—Not at all. 
Frustrated in his mission Amir Mu‘awiya followe 
course. He gagged his opponents and then took the oat! 


IB? 


ance in favour of Yazid from the Medinites. O 
“Abdullah Ib: 
described cunning like a fox and ferocious lik 


advised Yazid to beware of 


advised his son : If Zubair submits, so muc 
destroy him. 


After the death of Amir Mu‘awiya and 
of Imam Husain (Allah be pleased with him). | 
pleased with him) took the oath of allegian« 
Tihama, Hijaz and Medina and drove out Y: 
those places. Yazid sent a large army against 
ed Medina. Has 
catapults to the top of Qubais mountain 
the Holy Ka‘ba. He also placed Mecca und 
time Yazid died and his son Mu‘awiya al 
Now “Abdullah ibn Zubair became ipso fact 
Islamic Empire. 


Afterward his successor 


The day Amir Mu‘awiya nominated Ya 
Islamic law stood abrogated. A revival of the | ; 
Was now anticipated. It was felt that the erro: 
by Amir Mu‘awiya would be eliminated and 
Once again be able to follow the true cours But 
Ibn Zu 
Stages set back the clock of Islamic renaissat 


number of wrong decisions taken by 


come. 


Ibn Zubair’s Lapses : (1) When the Syrian Com 
Numair advised him to march on Syria with th 
where the Syrians would support his Caliphat« 
mander) would strive to obtain the oath of alleg 
Ibn Zubair replied : “This will only happen vw 


ten Syrians in place of one Hijazite. 
At this Hasin bin Numair departed with his tr 


(2) Marwan and some other Uinayyad’s chi Medina 


were prepared to take the oath of allegiance to Ibn Zubair but 
aching there he turned them out of Medina, thus affording them 
an Opportunity to raise the banner of revolt against him in Syria 
Accordingly these people proceeded to Syna and elected Marwan 
is their Galiphs Phey then attacked Ibn Zubair’s strongholds and 


drove OUP his governors from Damascus. Hains, Palestine and 
Egypt. 
(Ones Muklitar (hagati a clever person of the Thaqif 


ibe Taised the slogan ot ~ Revenge tor Husain (Allah be pleased 
Ibn Zubatt 


Cait VON with the Umayyads. because in fact this slogan 


with hime for his personal aggrandizement could 


Was dgdiist them. but instead he adopted a hostile policy towards 
{hile 


resulted in 


Muhammad) bin Hanila {bn “Abbas and other nobles of the 


Bair and either imprisoned or banished them. This 
Strengtieningethe position of Mukhtar Lhaqafi who in course ol 
lime drovelaway Ibn Zubair s governor of Kuta and occupied Koulioges 
and Iraq At last this mischie! was put down with great diffieultys 


al a great Cost involving heavy sacrifices 


Meanwhile Marwan’s successor ‘Abdul Mulk gained stren 
in the neighbourhood of Syria and before Ibn Zubair could lau neh 
in attack On Syria he attacked !raq and defeating the governo of 
Kufa occupied frag. “Abdul Mulk was now in a position to 
ides stand against Ibn Zubair and for that reason one di 
inady J passionate speech before « large wathering in the co 
Whiti he asked them - 3 


Abéut Malk 
ton Zubair? 


Which of you con undertake to put anon 


Hayjay 1 iil pertorm this service. ff 
‘Abdul Mujk : Who can bring me the head ot Ibn Zuba 
Hajjaj ~ Brtrust this duty to me. 


\| 


sanctuary of the Holy Ka‘ba. Hajjaj surrounded t! 


from all sides and it became his daily routine to t 


fire balls from catapults inside the sanctuary, Ibi 
bore the brunt of the hail of fire and stones. Th 
for many months. At prayer time he would st 
courtyard facing the Qib/a to ofter his prayers 
raining all around him. At last. his rations gave 
Were compelled to eat their riding horses. A s 


out in Mecca and men started to desert the cily a 


of Hajjaj. In a short time the number of desert 


thousand. 


lbn Zubair’s two sons. Hamza and Habib al 


father. His third son fought gallantly and attaine 


the battlefield. 


Broken-hearted with these misfortunes. II 


to see his mother Hadrat Asma’ bint Abu Bakr S 
ation. She was hundred years old at the ti 


sustained countless shocks. 


Ibn Zubair Before his Mother : He said to his m 
All of my companions and even my sons have 

a small number of devoted troops is left wit! 
withstand the enemy’s onslaught. The encmy 
accept the terms offered from our side. What 
the matter ? 


Asma’ replied : My son. if your cause is jt 
your life for it just as most of your companion: 
But if your cause is unjust. you should considé 
ble for your own destruction and that of 
Desertion of companions means nothing to t! 
the noble. Think how long have you to live in t! 
‘OF J jist Culise is a thousand times better than | 
Of an unjust cause. 


/ 


© she feels noepain When her skin is taken off. Now go to the battle 


» lf you precede me 1 shall be patient, but if you return triumphant 


Fear of Desecration of Body : Hearing this [bn Zubair said to his 
mother: [ameatraid that Umayyads will cut my body to pieces 
and hang mé on the stake. They will also use all means to desec- 
rate my body. 


HadrateAsma said: My son once the goat has been slaughtered 


field and imploring God's help perform your duty 


lbn Zubair Kissed his inother’s forehead and said : My dear 
mothers tshall not wave in Allah's cause. | only wanted to assure 


youl that your son has not died for an unjust cause 


Hadrat-Asma said : My son | shall be patient and steadfast. 


| shall betmiivegtad and shall welcome you with open arms. Now 
go in God’ Sname and do your duty 


lon Zubair said * Mother please pray tor me 


HadmiteAsma prayed to God : My God | entrust my SOnMEOE 


Your care Please Kecp lim steadfast and grant nfe patience: B 


Alten prayer the old mother opened her arms to embrace her. 
son perliaps for the last time. Ibn Zubair said : This is our last. 
necting, Today iS'the last day of my life. With bowed head J 
came forward to embrace his mother. The mother kissed him an 


wid » My son go forth to do your duty. 


Discards Armour : Ibn Zubair was wearing an armour. Hadral 
Asma (Allah be pleased with her) felt the hard metal and w 
liken aback, She said : My son this is not the way to sacrifice 
one’s life in Allah's cause. 


tle armour and singing a war ballad attacked the Syrian forces 
ition The ferocity of his attack swept away the enemy be 
him jike chaff. Zubair’s devoted band performed extraordh 
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e days later Hadrat Asma’ (Allah be pleased with her) 
feats of valour. but could not keep up the | Som y d sale ae : 
ait ! Rona that way and seeing the body still hanging said : Has not 
number. Ibn Zubair (Allah be pleased with hi passed rf ¥ ee ; 
® he time come for this horseman to come down trom his horse 


forefront. Without the protection of armour | 


blood. Hajjaj attacked with a body of his “Allama Shibli composed the following verses On the incident 


face pewbairssmen to the very gates q The body remained hanging from the gibbet for several days 
Zubair and his men once agair rallied and ] but the mother did not show any signs of grief and sorrow 
One day she happened to pass that way and seeing the body 
stillshanging Said < This Khafeed ( preacher) lias been standing 
Onthe pulpit for a long time. This rider has not come down 
trom his horse yet. 


Just then the call for prayer was heard fr } 
Holy Ka*ba and Ibn Zubair (Allah be pleased 1 
his sword and detailing his front line to face H 
up to offer praver at Mayain-i-lhrahim (\ 


place}. 
a 


Last Stand : When he returned. he found ais 
Standard bearer killed and his standard s« 
set back. the Commander without an afr 


handed against thousands. fighting heroically 


song : 


We are not of those whose blood falls 


they turn. 


We are of those who face the enemy 
blood falls on their toes 


An arrow pierced his head. Blood gushed 
beard with blood. [bn Zubair was dead. Haijjaj cut E 
sent it to Abdul Mulk as trophy. He hanged 
gibbet outside the city for public display 


Body Hung On Gibbet : When Hadrat Asma 
witli her) was told of this heart-rending incident 
Hajjaj 10 take the bod, olf the giboct. but 
wanted the people to see this spectacie for som 
asked permission to arrange for its decent burial | 
refused. The Quraishites came daily and saw 
Stalwart het hangte “un the zibbet 


HAJJAJ BIN YUSUI 


Among the high officials of Umayya 
more fame than Hajjaj bin Yusuf, but 
acts of justice or generosity, but upor 
Oppression. The tyranny of Haijjaj has be« 
History. 


The foundations of Umayyad 
after the death of Yazid bin Mu‘awiyy 
military skill and unbridled barbarity st 
Umayyad rule. The principal threat t 
trom Hadrat “Abdullah bin Zubair 
and whose rule extended upto the 
removed this threat once for all. He 
stones from Manjniqs at Ka‘ba and kil 
mercilessly. Iraq had been the centre of 
Deginning. The political unrest ther 
Came and went without achieving peace ar 
of Hajjaj bin Yusuf suppressed the insurgent 
his contemporaries marvelled at this 
Salam used to say - Where is the p: 
Kufites now ? They murdered comma: 
decapitated Husain bin ‘Ali. killed sucl 
Mukhtar. All became helpless in the face of t! 


A hundred thousand Arabs lived in Kufa and t 


twelve horsemen and enslaved them al! 
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Hajjaj’s first Oration in Iraq is famous in Arabic literature, As 
his sword Was Sharp and ruthless. so was the eloquence of his 
speech. The following extract is a unique piece of oration : 


| see raised eyes. rising necks: the crop of heads is ripe and 
the harvest time has come. My eyes behold a thing flowing 
through turbans and beards! 


Hajjaj Was true to his words. It is stated that apart from war, 
in peacetime alone he executed 1,25,000 men. He beheaded 
chief dignitanes like Sa‘id bin Jubair, branded with lead the 
hands Of a large number of companions in Medina. He put promi- 
nent companions like Hadrat “Abdullah bin Zubair and Hadrat 
“Abdullah bin “Umiar (Allah be pleased with them) to death. Like 
modern timperialists he too believed that in politics ends justified 
the meanseand enipires are established not on mercy and justice, 
but on force and aggression. 


The learned and peacetul men of that age looked upon Hajjaj 4 
as 4 curse and calamity sent by God. Hadrat Hasan Basri a 
to say, “Hajjaj is a calamity sent by God. Do not try to rem 
lim by force, but implore God. So the moment the n 
Hajjaj’s death was reported, Hadrat Hasan and *“Umar bin 
‘Aziz fell in prostration to God and exclaimed ;: The Pharo 


this nation is no more! 


Let us see now how this ruthless tyrant faced death oy 


yet he gained no relief. ; 
Discourse on Death : When he had lost all hone of survival. he 
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the people. When the people arrived, he made eloqt 
usual in the course of which he dwelt on death and 


grave and its wildness, the world and its mortality. He ex 


on the next world and its torments and pleaded guilty t 
and tyrannies. The following verses came spontaneou 
tongue : 


The weight of my sins is as the weight of sky 
I hope that God will show me Mercy. If He favou: 


His pleasure, it will be the fulfilment of my hope. But 


He do Justice, He would condemn me to torture 
no injustice. Is it possible that He will be unjust 
nothing but God is anticipated! 


He then burst into tears. The poignancy of the s 
the whole assembly to tears. 


Letter of the Caliph : Hajjaj now summoned his scrit 
ted the following letter to Caliph Walid bin ‘Abdul Mul} 


| grazed your flock and guarded it like a fait 
of my master. Suddenly a lion appeared 
shepherd and despoiled the pasture ground. Tod 
is atficted by the same calamity which had 
the patient. | hope the Mighty Lord intends 
the sins of His creature and purge him ot his sins 


In conclusion he dictated the following verses 


lf | find my Lord is pleased with me, my 
fulfilled. 


Though all should die God’s Existence is enous 
Though all should perish. God's Eternity is suffic) 


The fore-runners have tasted death. And sc 
them. 


Remember me with love if I die for countles 
ways in which I strived to win your favour. If t 

dO, then mention me in your prayer atic: every 5 
some benefit may acrue to the prisoner of Hell- 


14] 


Allah's favour be on you in any case, in life, after my death, 
and when resurrected after death. 


Severity of Death Pangs : When Hadrat Hasar Basri arrived to 
cqnuire after his health. Hajjaj complained of hi: suffering. where- 
upon Hadrat' Hasan Basri observed : Did | not advise you against 
persecution Of the good people but alas! you paid no heed 

Hajjaj said» bitterly, 1 do not ask you to pray for the alleviation of 
ily painy tewant you to pray that Allah may extract my soul 
without"delay and have pity on me. Meanwhile, Abu Mundar 
Yala also came to enquire after Hajjaj’s health. “‘How do you feel 
in the agonies and torments of death? asked Ya‘la. Hajjaj heaved 
a sigh andysaid. How should | tell thee! Severe pain! Extreme 
discomiormUnspeakable distress! Intolerable pain! Long 
joumey!*Small provision! Ah! I am undone, if the Mighty does 
not take pity on me!” a 


Speech of Abu Mundar : Abu Mundar said : O Hajjaj! Allah show 


mercy to those of His creatures only who are kind and pious, those 
who do good to His people and love them | bear witness t 
you are made up of the stuff of Pharoah and Haman, for yi 
nature was cormpt. You had abandoned your nation, cut your 
adrift from the right path, from the way of the Believers. Yi 
executed all righteous men and destroyed the community 
Believers. You cut down the roots and branches of the Tab 
Alas! You transgressed the limits imposed by Allah. Ycu s 
rivers Of blood, violated Jives and honour of the people, ad 

a policy of force and repression. You forefeited your religion: 


— 
es. 


did not gain the world. You raised the house of Marwan to 


dignity, but degraded your own soul. You built them up. bw 
mined your Own prospects. Today there is no solution for you 
nor is your supplication admitted, for you were heedless of 
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Innumerable thanks to Allah! He had alleviated th 1 ; 
of the Ummah by your death and has answered th 
subduing you.” 


Hajjaj’s Fervent Plea for Mercy : The witness states : | 
this, Hajjaj was dumb-founded. He remained comp: 4 CHAPTER 13 
Then he gave out a sigh and raising his tearful e | 

pleaded ° O’ Allah! grant me salvation, for people s 


forgive me. HADRAT ‘UMAR BIN ‘ABDUL ‘AZIZ 


He then recited this verse : 


dimtheapeople give me no. hope. 1 1 Hadrat “Umar bin “Abdul * Aziz’s pious life is a model for the 
much hope in you. nilérs and his death is an example for those who have a longing to 
sacrifice their life for the Right. The following is a brief account of 

So saying. he closed his eyes his life, 

Considering the boundless Mercy of All As Governor of Medina : When Caliph Walid appointed Hadraty 
deeply pathetic and serves as a lesson. That ue ‘Umar bin “Abdul *Aziz as governor of Medina he accepted thi a 
maxim Was quoted before Hadrat Hasan Basri. | J office on the condition that he would not be forced to opp 
his ears and asked : Did he really say this ? “‘Y | the people like his predecessors. 


said so. Thereupon, Hasan Basri said : Then px 


forgiven. oppression if the citizens paid no taxes. Accordingly Hadrat “1 


bin ‘Abdul “Aziz convened an assembly of the ‘Ulema and 


Nomination as Caliph : During the last illness of Caliph S$ 
Hadrat “Umar bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz thought that he might be 


mission and when on the -Caliph’s death his will was anno 
‘Umar bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz had indeed been nominated 
successor, tie ree 


144 


First Public Address : On assuming charge of tl 
delivered his first public address as follows 
been appointed Caliph against my wish and witho 
consent. I release you from my oath of al 


choose anyone else as your Caliph, if you so wis 


() 


The assembly with one accord shouted 
the faithful! You are our Caliph. 


+ 


He then told them that they should obey |! 
he continued to enforce the laws prescribec 
offered the royal conveyance to proceed 
refused it saying his own mule was bett« 
proceeded to the capital, the royal herald hx 
marching ahead of him. The caliph turned aw: 
said that he was an ordinary servant of the Mus 
‘Ulema mentioned his name in the Friday 
invoking Salutation and blessings on the Holy | 
them to pray for all the Muslims, men and wo 
F include him also. He forbade the custom of | 
name in the Friday sermon. Entering the pala 
Sulaiman’s family residing there. He order« 
his stay and instructed that his predecessor 
disturbed. When he returned to his ow: 
downcast and weary. His slave girl asked 
perplexity and he replied : | have been mad« 
the rights of every Muslim without demand 
responsible to provide for every orphan, wi 
the east to the west of my realm. Who car 
pity and sympathy than I? 


at would 
1g caliph’s 
ind Caliph 
te tent for 
sf Ould not be 

lace was 
ison of his 
le to fulfi 


n made 


All Lands and Property Returned to Bait al-Ma rom the time 
of Amir Mu‘awiya upto the time of Caliph Su the rich 
lands, Jagirs and territories conquered by the Muslims had been 
made over to the Umayyads and two-thirds of the revenues had 
also been allocated to them by charter. ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul ‘Aad 
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called together all the Umayyads and ordered thei to return all 
the land and properties to the original owners. They refused and 
iold the Caliph that they would defend their holdings even at the 
risk of their lives. 

‘Umar bin ‘Abdul “Aziz called an assembly of the Muslims 
in the Mosque and in their presence delivered all his family jagirs, 
lands and awards to the public treasury {Bair a/-Mal) and directed 
that these should be returned to their original owners. He was 
occupied in this job from morning till noon. 


Wife’s Jewellery Returned : Then he came home and told his wife 
Fatima daughter of Caliph ‘Abdul Mulk either to return to Bait 
al-Mal all the jewellery given to her by her father or leave him} 
The faithful and loyal wife instantly complied. When he ha¢ 
cleared his house of all ill-gotten wealth, he turned his atten io! 
to the heirs of Mu‘awiya and Yazid and compelled them to re 


central treasury in Damascus. Whenever his well-wishers advised 
him to sct aside something for his children he replied that 
was entrusting them to the care of Allah. 


Grants and Awards of Umayyad Rulers Seized : When the f, mily 
of Marwan advised him to use his own discretion and desist fron 

altering the decisions of his predecessors, he replied : | ask-you 
If the decisions of both Amir Mu‘awiyya nd 


cher 


one question : 
Caliph ‘Abdul Mulk ave available in the same case, which would 


vou prefer ? They replied that Amir Mu‘awiyya’s decision will 
preferred as it was older. He replied that he was doing the same. oF 
He was rejecting the decisions of the Caliphs and upholding the 

dictates of the Holy Qur’an. On another occasion while the same 

subject was under discussion, he asked : If after the death of a 
father the elder son takes possession of the whole property what : 
will you do? They replied that they would help in the restoration 


i 
Mf 
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First Public Address : 
delivered his first public address as follows : O” peop! 


On assuming charge of the Calipl 


been appointed Caliph against my wish and without your v 
consent. I release you from my oath of allegiance. Y 
choose anyone else as your Caliph, if you so wish 


The assembly with one accord shouted O’ Comn 
the faithful! You are our Caliph. 


He then told them that they should obey him on 
he continued to enforce the laws prescribed by A 
offered the royal conveyance to proceed to the 
refused it saying his own mule was better for | 
proceeded to the capital, the royal herald holding a 5; 
marching ahead of him. The caliph turned away th« 
said that he was an ordinary servant of the Muslims. When t! 
‘Ulema mentioned his name in the Friday prayer sermon after 
invoking salutation and blessings on the Holy Prophet, he told 
them to pray for all the Muslims. men and women and that would 
include him also. He forbade the custom of mentioning caliph’s 
name in the Friday sermon. Entering the palace, he found Calip! 
Sulaiman’s family residing there. He ordered a separate tent for 
his stay and instructed that his predecessor’s family should not be 
disturbed. When he returned to his own quarter: face was 
downcast and weary. His slave girl asked him the yn of his 
perplexity and he replied : [ have been made respo! fulfi 
the rights of every Muslim without demand. | hay nade 
responsible to provide for every orphan, widow and 
the east to the west of my realm. Who can be mo! rving of 
pity and sympathy than |” 


All Lands and Property Returned to Bait al-Mal : Fri e time 
of Amir Mu‘awiya upto the time of Caliph Sulaiman all the rich 
lands, Jagirs and territories conquered by the Muslims had been 


made over to the Umayyads and two-thirds of the revenues had 
also been allocated to them by charter. ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 
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called together all the Umayyads and ordered them to return all 
the land and properties to the original owners. They refused and 
told the Caliph that they would defend their holdings even at the 
risk of their lives. 


‘Umar bin “Abdul ‘Aziz called an assembly of the Muslims 
in the Mosque and in their presence delivered all his family jagirs, 
lands and awards to the public treasury (Bair a/-Ma/) and directed 
that these should be returned to their original owners. He was 
ovcupied in this job from morning till noon. 


Wife's Jewellery Returned : Then he came home and told his wife 

fatima daughter of Caliph “Abdul Mulk either to return to Bait 
al-Mal all the jewellery given to her by her father or leave him 
The faithful and Joyal wife instantly complied. When he hae 
cleared his house of all ill-gotten wealth, he turned his attentior 
to the heirs of Mu‘awiya and Yazid and compelled them to retur 
all the usurped cash and properties to the rightful owner: 
enormous was the amount of property and cash returned that 
Iraq treasury was depleted and had to be subsidized from. 
central treasury in Damascus. Whenever his well-wishers ad 
him to set aside something for his children he replied tl 
was entrusting them to the care of Allah. 


one question : If the decisions of both Amir Mu‘awiy 
Caliph “Abdul Mulk ave available in the same case, which v 


He was rejecting the decisions of the Caliphs and upholdin 
dictates of the Holy Qur'an. On another occasion while the sai 
subject was under discussion, he asked : If after the death o 
father the elder son takes possession of the whole property v 
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of the rights of the younger brother. He 

same. The Caliphs who succeeded the 
usurped the property of the poor Muslims. H 
restoring the property to the original owners 


Once the family of Marwan sent wo 
sons. that they were his relatives and he sho 
kinship like the former caliphs and should 
ances. In reply he informed them that the 
dearer to him than Allah and if he preterred t 
they be able to save him from his retrib 


Judgment 


Daily Allowances Stopped : Hadrat ‘Umar bin ‘ 
ped: the daily allowances of his family. Whe: 
payment he replied he was not so rich as to 
daily allowances and they had as much right 
as any Muslim citizen in the farthest corner 
would not pay them more than an ordinary Mus 


had the whole world cn their side. 


Suspects not to be Arrested : He dismissed ai 
officials who had been oppressing the people fr 
previous filers. When the police officials told 


would not be eliminated unless some suspects wi 


punished. he strictly stopped the procedure an 
people should be arrested only in accordance with tl 


Flogging Stopped : The governor o! Khurasan » 
people were very unruly and lawless and only deat 


flogging would curb their rebellious nature. He 
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enbracedsislai and Hayyan bin Sharth repo 
enbriced islam in such a Jarge number that n 
wis loreed tO borrow to pay the salarics of M 
Culiphereplied): Jizya should be abolished at al 
ynderstandthat the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
of Alla betipon hin) had been sent by Alla 
mankind)and not for collecting taxes. ! preter 
siould embrace Islam and our position sh 


hewers Of Woods and tilllers of lands 


“Adi bin Artat was the Governo 


him used) to form an estimate of th 


them ataiow rate and then buy it themsel \ apprised ol 


(ie Hetheppomted an Enquiry Committee of three persons ana 
wrote fOmAdI® ff this is being done at your instance or with y@uiE 


express approval. | shall give you no respite | am sending an 


Fnquiry Commission !f the report’ proves to be correct: the is 


Commission will return the fruit to their owners Do not intert! 4 


in the task Of the Commission 


Yaman Treasury : One dinar gold coin) was once reported te 
short in the Yaman public treasury Uadrat “Umar bin] 


se of stationery in the issue of royal proclamations 
strict notice of this wastage and wrote to Abu Bakr bin Ha 


suggestion was totally wrong as impeccable justicc other officials - Remember the days when you used to go ot 


would reform them and make them law-abiding peop 


Jizya From New Converts Abolished : He also issued a 


“¢ aa oints of your pens, write in close lines and observe econe 
if any infidel embraced Islam Jizya should not be le P y Bens cono 


With the promulgation of this order. thousands ministrative expenditure. | do not want to spend out oft 
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of the rights of the younger brother. He said #  nbraced Islam and Hayyan bin Sharih } 


Right ynpraced Islam Mm osuch a large number that 
vas forced to borrow fo pay tl ularies 
Wi 

caliph feplied s Jizya should be abolish 


understand that the Holy Prophet Mul 


same. The Caliphs who succeeded the 


usurped the property of the poor Muslims 


restoring the property to the original owners 


Once the family of Marwan sent word 
of Alla betipon him) had been sent \ 


sons. that they were his relatives and hc 
mankind and not for collecting taxes 


kinship like the former caliphs and should 
shouldsemomce Ilan) and our | 


ances. In reply he informed them that they ; 
nwers Ol woods and tilllers of lands 


dearer to him than Allah and if he preferred tl 
they be able to save him from his retributio: 1 “Adi bin Artat was the Gor 


a S him used to ford an estimiite o 
them at a low rate and then bi 


Daily Allowances Stopped : Hadrat ‘Umar bin ‘ 


, ‘faethe appointed an Enquiry ¢ 
ped the daily allowances of his family. Whe: he fact he apy e q 


wrote tomeAdis {Tf this is being done at th vou 


pressmapproval. | shall give you no respite | am sending 


payment he replied he was not so rich as t 
daily allowances and they had as much right o1: ; § 
' St > figiinvecommission !! the report’proves to be comegiaiiam 
as any Muslim citizen in the farthest corner of Re = 
© Commission will return the fruit to their owners Do not interfere 
would not pay them more than an ordinary Mus ine < 
’ > inthe task of the Commission 
had the whole world on their side. & 
® Yaman Treasury ; One dinar gold coin) was once reported tober 
Suspects not to be Arrested : He dismissed ail | ® short in the Yaman public treasury Uadrat Umar bin *AbduE 
‘(a,ene ‘ 2 wel ’ > lav 4 ® | 
olficials who had been oppressing the people tro ® ‘Aziz (Allah be pleased with him; at once wrote to the treast 
previous rulers. When the police officials told | # officer? 10 not pronounce you dishonest but you are guilty ole 
would not be eliminated unless some suspects @ carelessness. | am a trustee of the wealth of the Muslims on behaliees 
punished. he strictly stopped the procedure ar F of the Muslims. You shall have to take an oath that you hud nomem 


people should be arrested only in accordance with t > hand in its loss. 


Flogging Stopped ; The governor of Khurasan \ | Savings in Stationery : The administrative staff used to make free 
people were very unruly and lawless and only deat P ise Of Stationery in the issue of royal proclamations He took i 
flogging would curb their rebellious nature. H¢ ® strict notice of this wastage and wrote to Abu Bakr bin Haym ands 
suggestion was totally wrong as impeccable just other officials ; Remember the days when you used to go out tore 
would reform them and make them law-abiding p< the Holy Prophet’s mosque from your homes in complete dark= 
i jalkromiMewiuaraneeebolished : He also issu } nes Today you are in : much better position. Please shorten we 

points Of your pens, write in close lines and observe economy in 


if any infidel embraced Islam Jizya should not b« eee ; 
} «administrative expenditure. | do not want to spend out of the 


With the promulgation of this order. thousands 
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public treasury on any thing which is not { 


nation 

Curtailment of Expenditure : He stopped 
royal family and cancelled expenditure 
show The horses of the royal stable were so 
deposited in the public treasury. Then he order 
of a census Of persons who were unable to 
sanctioned allowances for them. The gover 
step would deplete the treasury to which he 
giving to the poor people and fill the treast 
chaff. 

Equal Rights for Muslims and Non-Muslims 
‘Abdul “Aziz grant equal civic nghts to 
Musliny citizens of his realm. A Muslim ot! 
Muslim. Yhe murderer was arrested and dc! 
the deceased who put him to death. Rabi‘a bi 
the horse of a non-Muslim for official uss 
apprised of the fact. He sent for Rabi‘a and 
forty stripes. 

The Caliph Walid. had granted the land ol 
Muslim) as a jagir to his son “Abbas. The Dhimmi 
this seizure. He sent tor “Abbas and chargeshe 
duced his father’s order granting the jagir to hin 
bin “Abdul “Aziz ordered him to return the lan 
as his fathers orders could not supersede the 
Holy Qur'an. 

A Christian brought a suit against Hisha 
‘Abdul Mulk. When the complainant and defer 
before him, he ordered them to stand side by sid 


S 


{ 


‘Y 


enraged at this humiliation. but the Caliph told hi: 
eyes of law both were equal 


A Period of Peace : Hadrat “Umar bin ‘Abdul ‘Az 
for two and a half years. During this short period t 


thought as ifeaesolace Of justice had been erected between th 


jeaven andthe earth, and God Himself was crowning mankind 
with love and peace. The people walked the streets in search o! 
indigent persons but found none. Donations made to the public 
reasury Were felurned by the treasurer on the plea that there 
yas nommecdyeperson. Adi bin Artat. Governor of Persia wrot 
jolie Galipliethat there was such abundance of wealth that he 
jared tuitepeople might not become haughty and overbearing 
The Calipiereplied that they should be taught to be gratct 

their Lord and Master 


jhe Ruler and the Ruled : On the one hand millions were leading 
glile Of peace and plenty and on the other, he whose efforts h 
made this possible was daily growing weaker in health. He had no 
rst during the day and no sleep at night. Previously, when he was 
appointed "Governor of Medina his personal effects had been 
iransported by thirty camels. He was as stout and plump that his 
waist band vanished in the folds of his abdomen. We was very fond 
of fine clothes and perfume. The people never saw him using the 
same dress twice for perfume he used musk and ambergris 
Raja bin Hayat. the principal minister of Caliph Walid stated 
that Umar bin “Abdul *A7iz was the best dressed. best perfumed 
and best mannered person in the whole cmpire The streets and 


foads became fragrant with perfume as he walked over them 


But the day he assumed the charge of his office as Caliph: 
it Sirrendered all his jagirs to the original owners, gave up luxuri- 
ous living. sold all fine clothes. furniture, decorations. slaves 
and Slave girls and horses and deposited the proceeds in the 
publi¢ treasury. He kept only one pair ot clothes which was 
washed When dirty. As the Caliph lay on his death bed his brother 
in law told his sister Fatima (Caliph’s wife) to change his dress as 
it Was Very dirty and did not. look nice as people caine to see hin 


bit'she replied he had no other clothes to wear 
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Ore day his daughter had no clot! poisoned ealigmajab, 10) A.H.. some peopl 


No money to buy her a new dress. s amily paldenisesiave One thousand gold coins to p: 


ning to. KNOW about it. he sent for the 
urrender themoney which he deposit 
pict May Then he told him that 


dress trom the floor cloth. When his sist 
her nicee a cloth piece and inst 


AboOUT It 
that he was free. 

At another time a servant tol 

ist Will and Testament : Caliph 


yard bin’ Abdul Mulk as his success: 


ing Will : 


led up with the daily coarse tare 


this was the daily fare served to 1 

and even that he took sparingly 

1 to eat 7 | Jamgoing to ineet my Creator W 

a 7 me tomdecount and | shall not be al 

from tlim:e If He is pleased with me 

not, t shall be doomed. You should ; 

that he preferred to go without grap 1 this arn fake"eood! care of your people. Yo 

manacles of hell j meDon t neglect your duty and 
nidy not be able to make reparat i 


One day the Caliph want 


if she had one dirham to buy | 


{ 


the Caliph afford one dirham fo 


When he was burdened with thi 
Caliphate. he became abstemious in the matter of f cs Salamaewas very much anxious ab soldi 
He passed the whole day in conducting the b ‘990 Commander of the Faithful it would hav etter if you 
and a lirge part of the mght in prayer and su the eiadsmadessome will in respect of your children in your last 
Lord. His wile Fatima could not tolerate this ar \y moments. 


she asked him angrily the reason of this repent ; 
Though he was very feeble. he ordered his attendants to raise 


have given deep thought to the matter of n an .. : 
@ jin to asitting position. This was done. He said : By God, I haye 


{ have reached the conclusion that I am 
hot deprived my children of their legitimate rights, but | have 


young and old person in my realin and for RS. ay. 
not given them what belonged to others. Their and my heir is God 


action committed. | am convinced that thet 
e Almightyed entrust them to His care. If they fear God He will 

poor, indigent, needy person. every orpha! 4 

sed and every prisoner lies on me. God Almight - provide for them in some way or other, but if they are involved in 

about everyone. The Holy Prophet (peace and | , @) Ms I domnot Want to multiply their sins by granting them riches: 

be upon him) will arraign me before the Di rq Hethen sent for his sons and said : My dear sons? One of the 


behalf. What will be my fate if I am not able t Wo things was in your father’s power, cither vou should become 


these charges. When | think of it my heart Wealthyeand your father should go to hell or that you should be 


my nerves and my eyes begin to shed tears @ ‘ieenpand your father should go to Paradise. 1 have chosen the 
best to console and comfort him but he would 2 “ineoursestnow entrust you to Gou’s cars 


He passed two and a half years in this state 
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Ore day his daughter had no cl 
no money to buy her a new dre 
dress from the floor cloth. When hi 

a cloth piece and 


ofRer about i 


At another time a servant told t] 
fed up with the daily course fare 
this wus the daily fare served to the Co 


and even that he took sparingly 


One day the Caliph wanted 
if she had one dirham to buy hin 
the Caliph afford one dirham for 
that he preferred to go without 


manacles of hell 


When he was burdened with the 
Caliphate. he became abstemious in the matt 
He passed the whole day in conducting thy 


and a lurge part of the night in prayer and 


Lord. His wile Fatima could not tolerate this an 


she asked hin) angrily the reason of this repenta 
have given deep thought to the matter of m 

{ hase reached the conclusion that I am 
young and old person in my realm and fol 
action conimitted. | am convinced that ther 
poor, indigent, needy person. every orpha 

sed and every prisoner lies on me. God Al 
about everyone. The Holy Prophet (peace a1 
be tipon him) will arraign mec before the Div 
behalf. What will be my fate if | am not al 
these charges. When | think of it my heart 

my nerves and my eyes begin to shed tears. H 
best to console and comfort him but he wouk 


He pussed two and a half years in this state 


1S] 


pisoned = In Rajab. 10! AT1.. some 
Gnily paldenisesiave One thousand gold 
coming tO. KNOW about it. he sent lor tl 
wmender the money which he deposit 


pil-l-Malethen he told him that 
“that he was free. 


@ [ast Will and Testament : Calip! 
Pyarid bin “Abdul Mulk as his success: 


ing will : 


lam going to incet my Creator WV 

me toaecount and | shall not be al 
frome tim If He is pleased with mé 
not. ! shall be doomed. You should ; 
takesgoouncare Of your people. Yo 
memont neglect your duty and 
muy not be able to make reparat 


Saldmaewas very much anxious al said’: 
» 0 Commander of the Faithful it wo Vc clter IMO 
piademadessome will in respect of your children in your last 
* moments. 


Though he was very feeble. he ordered his attendants to raise 


F iintoa Sitting position. This was done. He said : By God, I have 
® jot deprved my children of their legitimate rights. but T have 
® tot given them what belonged to others. Their and my heir is God 
i Almightye } entrust them to His care. If they fear God He will 


) provide for them: in some way or other, but if they are involved in 


) ins, }do not Want to multiply their sins by granting them riches; 


) Hewthen sent for his sons and said : My dear sons! One of the 
Wo thingsswas in your father’s power, either you should become 
Wealthy and) your father should go to hell or that you should be 


® indieentand your father should go to Paradise. | have chosen the 


liter eourses! POW entrust you to Gou’s care 


SS 


He requested that at the time of his burial the 
hair of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings ot! 
him) should be placed inside his coffin. Just then t 
came and he passed away reciting this Verse of the H 

This is the home of Hereafter. We assigi 


not desire for self-exaltation in the eart! in, CHAPTER 
And the end is for the righteous. (A/-Qasas : 85 q7 


We pray to God Almighty that He may in Hi: rey ’ : HADRAT BILAL 


grant us life and death like Hadrat ‘Umar bin ‘Abd (Allah be pleased with him) 


Hadrat) Bilal bin Rabah {Allah be pleas 
F known as lon Hamama. after his mother’s 
: : wery in)Mecea, He belonged to an Abyssinia 
F Jumah or Sarat. 


» HadrateBilal (Allah be pleased with him) v f the first 
i bkssed souls'to respond to the eal! of truth. Some sources credit 


@ tim with the honour of being the second adult after Abu Bakr . 
@ (Allah be pleased with him) to have accepted Islam. His mastersay 


@ «zy tnat Bilal’s master was someone else 


Umayya was an uncommonly hard-hearted man and a most® 

Pimplacable enemy of Islam. He tried at first to argue with his. 

B swe and failing to convince him he finally decided to break him 
@ down with merciless brutality 


| The Persecution of Bilal : Bilal . Allah be pleased with him) was 
F nercilessly persecuted by his master. Umayya bin Khalaf who 
“was the Worst enemy of Islam. would make him lie down on the = 


breast so that he could not move even a limb. He would then say 
7 ohim > Renounce Islam or swelter and die in this state. Even ~ 
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He was lashed at night and was m 
ground during the dav. His torn 
forsake [slim or to dic a lingering 
Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) | 
Bilal (Allah be pleased with him) bec: 


The First Muadhdhin of Islam: 1! 

mi) remained in stant 
IStam (peace and blessins Allah b 
by the [lolly Prophet (peace and blessings 
as the first Aficad/i 
melodious \oOice with 
that exerted a strange pull 


Bilals Adfai, they lelt their jobs and hast 


There was a house belonging to 
next fo the Mosque Bilal used to climl 


house to call the people to praver 


Bilal’s Migration to Medina : While thi 
continued On the Muslims some cit! 
Muslims. The Holy Prophet < peace and blessi 
him ordered that such persons. as could 
ugainst the persecutions of the idolators sho 
Abu Salama, “Anddullah bin Ashhal was 1 
the Prophets permission. and Bilal and ‘A 
suit 


Bond of Brotherhood : !1 Medina Hadrat B 
with him) immediately found a welcome tro 
and alterwards lived in the house of Abu BI 
with him) 

The Closest Companion of the Holy Prophet 
be pleased with him) was one of th 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 


dnied him on all military expeditions. In 


} 
| 


155 


7 ial meteinscombat with his old master Umayya bin Khalaf and 
his som Hadrat Bilal (Allah be pleased with him) shouted : The 
» jnidel! Thevenemy, of Allah! Umayya bin Khalaf! May I not live 

; | ithe lives! Umayya was hacked to pieces so badly that he was 
puried Where he lay. 


1 The Fall’ of Mecca : After the fall of Mecca Hadrat Bilal (Allah 
® he pleased With him) marched into the Holy City by the side of 
© ihe victorious’ Muhammad (peace and bicssings of Allah be upon 


him), Who) purified the Ka‘ba and ordered Bilal to climb its root 


@ ind call thespeople to prayer. Soon the whole valley was echoing 
= and re-echoing with the swect but loud vibrating notes of Bilal’s 


= Avian Alanis Most Great! Allah is Most Great! Allah is Most 

@ Great! Allahiniss Most Great! I bear witness that there is no god 
© bit Allantlebear witness that there is no god but Allah! | bear 
witness that Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah! I bear witness 

1 i that Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah! Come to prayers! Come 

: to Drayetsus@ome to good deeds! Come to good deeds! Allah 
| jsMost Great! Allah is Most Great! There is no god but Allah! 


Andefrom) that day till this, the call has been repeated five | 


. . 3 A ‘ 
» times aday and will continue to be repeated as long as the word 
, (a 
lasts. 4q 


The Prophet's Mace Bearer : Although best known as Mu ‘adhdhinea 
Hadrat Bilal (Allah be pleased with him) was also the Holy 
Prophet’s “Mace-bearcr’’ (Anaza) his stewards (Khazin) and 
his valet. 


bilal’s Love For the Prophet : Hadrat Bilal (Allah be pleased with — 
him) took delight in serving the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 


# ofAllah be upon him). Bilal’s closeness to the Prophet (peace and 


blessings of Allah be upon him) won him universal respect. From: 
4 persecuted slave, Bilal (Allah be pleased with him) rose to @ 
position of honour that was the envy of many a Quraish chief. 

Bilal After the Death of the Holy Prophet : Aftcr the death of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) Bilal 


OI RGN ah a ark 
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with hin) 
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Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 


anied him on all military expeditions 
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4a gilal met imcombat with his old master Umayya bin Khalaf and 

© js son. Hadrat Bilal (Allah be pleased with him) shouted : The 
pide!) Dhevenemy of Allah! Umayya bin Khalaf! May I not live 
WF {he lives! Umayya was hacked to pieces so badly that he was 
F juried where he Jay. 


: jhe Fall of Mecca : After the fall of Mecca Hadrat Bilal (Allah 
. he pleased swith him) marched into the Holy City by the side of 
Dye victorious’ Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
in), Whowpuritied the Kaba and ordered Bilal to climb its roof 
; ind call thespeople to prayer. Soon the whole valley was echoing 
ind re-echoing with the swect but loud vibrating notes of Bilal’s 
@ jiian Allahis Most Great! Allah is Most Great! Allah is Most 
m@) Creat! AllahsissMost Great! I bear witness that there is no god 
hit Allah le bear witness that there is no god but Allah! | bear 
: f Witness tate Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah! I bear witness 
’ that Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah! Come to prayers! Come 
0 prayersse@ome to good deeds! Come to good deeds! Allal 
is Most Great Allan is Most Great! There is no god but Allah! 


Andsfrom) that day till this, the call has been repeated five | 


lasts. 


The Prophet's Mace Bearer : Although best known as Mu ‘adhdhin, ~ 
Hadrat Bilal (Allah be pleased with him) was also the Holy 9 
Prophet's. ““Mace-bearcr’’ (Anaza) his stewards (Khazin) and 4 
his valet. 


bilal’s Love For the Prophet : Hadrat Bilal (Allah be pleased with 
him) took delight in serving the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). Bilal’s closeness to the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) won him universal respect. From 
a persecuted slave. Bilal (Allah be pleased with him) rose to a 
position of honour that was the envy of many a Quraish chief. 

Bilal After the Death of the Holy Prophet : After the death of the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) Bilal 
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{ ‘ > 29 ce i i f > no > F 

(Allah be pleased with him) was filled with a long ke partiilggshedstOmtooftops to absorb fully the heart-warming effect ot 
in the Holy war (jihad) which was granted hi a at unighe"Advan, The event was remembered in the city long 
that he went to the first Caliph and said : | rd ol ster 


of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be up. 
Bilal(Allan be pleased with him) is described as being tal 


soopy,darkscomplexioned with a thin face and thick hair strongly 
finged) withegrey. Lhe date of his death is given variously as i 
jh. 20 ont Hijra (638, 639 or 642 A.D.) and he is stated t 
Desthgorebilale ey atethcesuccessfulyend of the ce heen buriedwin’ Aleppo or Darayya or most probably Da 
Hadrat Bilal (Allah be pleased with him) s near Bab-us-Saghir in Syria. 

married second time. One night he saw the 


the best thing a Muslim could do was to take 


wars. My wish is that I should devote the rest 


SSS Gk aQwali seen i 
gS 6 Pe LA RE OT ee eae eee 


noble cause. 


blessings of Allah be upon him) in his dre 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
is it that you have not paid me a visit all thesc 


The dream made Bilal (Allah be pleased wit 
daybreak, he set off to Medina. Arrviving ther 
grave Of the Holy Prophet (peace and bicssings « 
him) and gave himself up to crying and ear 
memories of the glorious past came floodin 
(Allah be pieased with him) found himself 
When he came to himself he saw two grands 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon hin 
He hugged them tight and started crying agai: 


When Bilal (Allah be pleased with hi 
Imam Hasan and Imam Husain (Allah b¢ 
them) made a joint request that he should 
the demise of the Holy Prophet (peace and t 
upon him), Bilal (Allah be pleased with hi: 
mind never to call Adhan. He said to the grands 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him 
Wish today. Bilal could not refuse the req 
grandsons of his master. So before dawn on t 
climbed on the roof of the Mosque and b 


Adan in no time the whole Medina was astir 


HADRAT ABU DHARR AL-GHIFARI 
(Allah be pleased with him) 


Hadrat Abu Dhar; Ghifari (Allah be pleased 
very famous among the Companions for jis pict) 
ledge. Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him) used | 
Dharr is the treasure of such a knowledge as ot! 
incapable of acquiring. 


Abu Dharr’s Conversion : Hadrat Abu Dharr Ghi 
» pleased with him) belonged to clan Banu Ghilat 
Jundul who was the headman of Banu Ghifar 


When Abu Dharr first got the news of the Pr 


he deputed his brother to go to Mecca and mal 
regarding the person who claimed to be the reci 
revelation. His brother. after necessary enquirics 
informed him that he had found Muhammad (pe: 
of Allah be upon him) to be a man of good hal 
conduct, and that his veonderful revelaticns we: 
nor sooth-sayings. This report, liowever, did not : 
he decided te set out for Mecca and find out tl 
Reaching Mecca he went straight to the Haram. H 
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be up 
did not consider it advisable, under the circumsta 
at that time, to enquire about him from anybody. 
dark Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) not 
seeing in him a stranger. could not ignore him, as ho: 


CHA 


care for the travellers, the poor and the strangers were Compa- 
nions’ second nature. He, therefore, took him to his residence. 
He did not ask him about the purpose of his visit to Mecca, nor 
did Abu) Dharr himself disclosed it. Next day. Abu Dharr returned 
to the Haram and stayed there till nightfall witho t being able to 
know who the Prophet (peace and belssings of Allah be upon him) 
was. In, fact every body knew that the Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) and his Companions were being persecuted 
in Meceasand Abu Dharr might have had misgivings about the 


result Of nis quest after the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 


beuponmum). Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him) again took 


hinvhomestor the night but made no enquiries about liis mission in 


thevcityeOn the thrid nigh however, after entertaining him at 
dinners-Ali (Allah be pleased witii him) asked him : Brother! What 
bringssyouto this town ? Abu Dharr took a pledge from SAL 
(Allah be pleased with him) that he would tell him the truth) Abu 

Dharr asked him about Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allalt 


necessity Or On the pretext of adjusting my shoes, but you \ 
proceed ahead without stopping so that the people may not det 
the connection between us. be 


Next day, Abu Dharr followed ‘Ali (Allah be pleased wit 
him), who took him before the Prophet (peace and blessings 0 
Allah be upon him). Abu Dharr embraced Islam at his first meeti 
with the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
In view of the possibility that the Quraish might harm him. the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) enjoined — 
upon him not to make an open declaration of his faith in Islam 
and bade him go back to his clan and retum when the Muslims had 


16] 
gained some footing. Abu Dharr replied : O° Prop! We now present in outline the traditions collected by Al 
Baladhuri, Al-Bukhari, Al-Dhahabi, Ibn Hanbal, Al-Isbahani 
Al-Karmivand Al-labri. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allahisbesupon him) is said to have loved Abu Dharr al-Ghifari 


By Him Who is the Master of my soul, | must g 
Kalina in the midst of these unbelievers 


True to his word, he went straight to the Har 
into the midst of the crowd he recited the Ka | (Allahsbewpleased with him) to have shaken hands with him when 
pitch of his voice: © cyerhemet him, to have taken him for a ride on the back of his 
eTeeanteeithateiheresis no god save Al donkey and to have Beeprated the ritual prayer with him during 
Ramadan, the month of fasting. Muhammad (peace and blessings 
of Allahibe upon him) advised Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with 
him)mot to act as an arbitrator between two parties; to be obedi 
ent tomthe state Authcrity, to feed and cloth his servants and 
fold)himethat the recitation of the 7auhid is the best of good 
Wworkss traditions containing these aphorisms of the Holy 
Prophet(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) probably 
belongyto the early Islam. After the demise of the Holy Prophe 
(peacesand blessings of Allah be upon him) one problem 40 

This appeal had the necessary effect and th alter another with the passing of time and decisions were tak on 
Enahacalone. | the basis of the Holy Qur’an, the say ings of the Prophet (pea 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) or on the utterance of so 


close Companions of the Prophet (peach and blessings of Al 


witness that Muhammad is the Prophet ot Alla 


People fell upon him from all sides and wo 
him to death if Hadrat “Abbas (the Prophet’s 
not till then embraced Islam) had not shielded hin 
from death. ‘Abbas said to the mob : Do you kn 
He belongs to the Ghifar clan who inhabit the roa 
take to Syria. If he is killed they will waylay us an 
be able to trade with that country. 


The next day Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with 


his confession of ‘Imam (Faith) and would have bi 
to death by the crowd had not “Abbas intervened « 
saved his life for the second time 


Abu Dharr, the Traditionist : Hadrat Mulhamma 


blessings Of Allah be upon him) used to entert 
friends every evening at his own table. sendi: 
principal disciples that they might learn trom the 
those who ate the Prophet’s bread or that o! | 
became famous traditionists such as Abu Huraii 
(Allah be pleased with them). Abu Dham’s signit 
can be judged by the great number of traditior 
authority as well as those that have been w 
his person. 


upon him). Thus a great number of traditions have been re 
vy Abu Dharr as the main traditionist in each chain of auth 
pertaining to each pronouncement. Ahmad bin Hanbal (A 
pleased with him) reproduces two hundred and eighty o 
tions reported by Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with hi 
subjects of these Traditions are - Social Conduct, the dying 
beard with henna and katam; branding as punishment for’ c 
superfluous goods; fasting; fear of God; hospitality; | 
deterrent against fornication and theft; Ramadan: riches: 
the performance of the ritual Prayer Salat; the fairest 
ablution without water/tayammum; forgiveness. AI-B cf 
acollection of some thirty such traditions. Al-Tabri menti 
a few traditions resting on Abu Dhar’s authority and each t 
amply testifies Abu Dharr’s status as a moral pillar of early | 


See’, 


we tn ee, 


gained some footing. Abu Dharr replied : O’ Prop 
By Him Who is the Master of my soul, I must go 
Kalina in the midst of these unbelievers. 


True to his word, he went straight to the H 
into the midst of the crowd he recited the Ka 
pitch of his voice: 

|] bear witness that there is no god save All: 

witness that Muhammad is the Prophet ot All 


) { 


People fell upon him from all sides and w 
him to death if Hadrat “Abbas (the Prophet’s un 
not till then embraced Islam) had not shielded hin 
from death. “Abbas said to the mob : Do you kn 
He belongs to the Ghifar clan who inhabit the roa 
take to Syria. If he is killed they will waylay us an 
be able to trade with that country. 
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This appeal had the necessary effect and th 


Abu Dharr alone. 
The next day Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with 


his confession of ‘Imam (Faith) and would have be 


to death by the crowd had not ‘Abbas intervened « 
saved his life for the second time. 


Abu Dharr, the Traditionist : Hadrat Muhamma 
blessings of Alluh be upon him) used to entert 
friends every evening at his own table. sendin 
principal disciples that they might learn from t! 
those who ate the Prophet’s bread or that of! | 
became famous traditionists such as Abu Hurair 
(Allah be pleased with them). Abu Dhanrt’s signit 
can be judged by the great number of traditions 
authority as well as those that have been writt 


his person. 


16] 


Wesnow present in outline the traditions collected by Al- 
Baladhuriy) Al-Bukhari, Al-Dhahabi, Ibn Hanbal, Al-Isbahani, 
Al-Karmivand Al-Tabri. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allahebesupon him) is said to have loved Abu Dharr al-Ghifari 
(Allahsbespleased with him) to have shaken hands with him when 
ever nemmetenim, to have taken him for a ride on the back of his 
donkeyeandeto have celebrated the ritual prayer with him during 
Ramadanethe month of fasting. Muhammad (peace and blessings 
of Allan besupon him) advised Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with 
himjnopto act as an arbitrator between two parties; to be obedi- 
enttomtnes state Authcrity, to feed and cloth his servants and 
toldshimethnat the recitation of the Zauhid is the best of good 
works. Traditions ccntaining these Peet f the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah upon him) probably 
belongsto the early Islam. After the demise of the Holy Prophega 
(peace, and blessings of Allah be upon him) one problem aros 
alter another with the passing of time and decisions were takenlor 
the basis of the Holy Qur’an, the sayings of the Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) or on the utterance of so ne 
close Companions of the Prophet (peach and blessings of Allah 
upon him). Thus a great number of traditions have been reportet 
vy Abu Dharr as the main traditionist in each chain of authorit 
pertaining to each pronouncement. Ahmad bin Hanbal (Allah b 
pleased with him) reproduces two hundred and eighty one tradi- 
tions reported by Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with him). . 
subjects of these Traditions are : Social Conduct, the dying of the. 
beard with henna and katam; branding as punishment for hoard 
superfluous goods; fasting; fear et God; hospitality; Islam 
deterrent against fornication and theft} Ramadan; riches; alm Si 
the performance of the ritual Prayer Salat; the fairest deed e 
ablution without water/tayammum; forgiveness, Al-Bukhari has 
acollection of some thirty such traditions. Al-Tabri mentions but 
a few traditions resting on Abu Dharr’s authority and each tradition 


amply testifies Abu Dharr’s status as a moral pillar of early Islam- 
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gained some footing. Abu Dharr replied : O’ Prop 


By Him Who is the Master of my soul, I must go a1 


Kalina in the midst of these unbelievers 


True to his word, he went straight to the Hara 
into the midst of the crowd he recited the Kaliima 
pitch of his voice: 

] bear witness that there is no god save Al 


witness that Muhammad is the Prophet ot All 


People fell upon him from all sides and woul 
him to death if Hadrat “Abbas (the Prophet’s un 
not till then embraced Islam) had not shielded hin 
from death. “Abbas said to the mob : Do you kn 
He belongs to the Ghifar clan who inhabit the roa 
take to Syria. If he is killed they will waylay us an 
be able to trade with that country. 

This appeal had the necessary effect and th 
Abu Dharr alone. 


The next day Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with 


his confession of ‘Imam (Faith) and would have be: 


to death by the crowd had not “Abbas intervened « 
saved his life for the second time 


Abu Dharr, the Traditionist : Hadrat Muhamma 
blessings Of Alluh be upon him) used to entert 
friends every evening at his own table. sendi: 
principal disciples that they might learn from the: 
those who ate the Prophet’s bread or that of his 
became famous traditionists such as Abu Hurair 
(Allah be pleased with them). Abu Dhan’s signit 
can be judged by the great number of traditions t 
authority as well as those that have been writt 
his person. 


6] 


Wesnow present in outline the traditions collected by Al 
Raladnuri, Al-Bukhari, Al-Dhahabi, Ibn Hanbal, Al-Isbahani 
A-Karmieand)Al-Pabri. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allahebesupon him) is said to have loved Abu Dharr al-Ghifai 
(Allahebewpleased with him) to have shaken hands with him when 
ever heumet nim, to have taken him for a ride on the back of his 
donkeyeandeto have celebrated the ritual prayer with him during 
Ramadanethe month of fasting. Muhammad (peace and blessings 
of Allah)bevupon him) advised Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with 
him) mottovaect as an arbitrator between two parties; to be obedi 
entetomthe state Authcrity, to feed and cloth his servants and 
foldehimethal the recitation of the 7auhid is the best of good 
Workseeiraditions containing these aphorisms of the Holy 
Prophet(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) probably 
belongetosthe early Islam. After the demise of the Holy Prophe i 


(peacesand blessings of Allah be upon him) one problem arog 


alter another with the passing of time and decisions were takenon 
the basis of the Holy Qur’an, the sayings of the Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) or on the utterance of some 
close Companions of the Prophet (peach and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). Thus a great number of traditions have been reported 
vy Abu Dharr as the main traditionist in each chain of authorities 
pertaining to each pronouncement. Ahmad bin Hanbal (Allah be 
pleased with him) reproduces two hundred and eighty one trad 
tions reported by Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with him). Th 
subjects of these Traditions are : Social Conduct, the dying of the - 
beard with henna and katam; branding as punishment for hoardi 

superfluous goods; fasting: fear ot God; hospitality; Islam: 
deterrent against fornication and theft; Ramadan; riches; alms 
the performance of the ritual Prayer Salat; the fairest deed 


162 163 


Later Life : Nothing is known of Abu Dharr's w @ ihnve. the upright called liar, meanness selfishness persist and the 
doings during the Caliphate of Hadrat Abu Bakr (A rious have been dispossessed 

with him). Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with |! 
the Caliphate of Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be p 

Syria as stated by Al-Tabii, Ibn-al-Athir, Usd 
al-Shushtan, Majalis al-Mu’minin. Against this Ibn § 
a tradition according to which ‘Umar (Allah b 

kept Abu Dharr at Medina till the tormer’s dé 


Habib bin Maslama reported to Mu‘awiya that Abu Dhar! 
(Allah be pleased with him) incited the Syrians against him, and 
the people believed that the Caliph was transforming Islamic 
Democracy into Monarchy. Mu‘awiya bin Abi Sufyan who had 


been thesgovernor of Syria under ‘Uthman had a taste of luxury 


; of this world and for the erection of lotty edifices. Abu Dhar: 
The Conflict : Al-Baladhun, A.D. 892 state 1a i 
(Allah bespleased with him) raised his voice and reproached the 


Ghifari (Allah be pleased with him) asked Had ; 
Caliphefor aetions contrary to the usages of the Prophet (peacc 

be pleased with him) for permission to le GEEEROHAllah be upon him) 

because Muhaminad (peace and blessings 

had told him to do so. In Syria he allegedly crit Hewas one of the earliest converts to the faith. An ascetic 

Muawiya. In Syria Abu Dharr (Allah be | he inveighede aginst the riches and extravagance of the day-evils 

criticised some actions of Mu‘awiya and ‘Uth | “i whichswWere altogether alien to the nature of the Prophet (peace 

al-Khadra, a palace, in Damascus, whereupon A and blessings of Allah be upon him), and which, rushing in like a 

(Allah be pleased with him) said : O’ Mu‘awiy % flood, were now demoralising the people. Gorgeous palacesy™ 


-been built with money trom the treasury crowds of slaves, multitudes of horses, camels, flocks and herdse 


and if it came trom thy coffers, it is prodigality #7 heaps of costly garments. sumptuous tare, and splendid equippages 
were the fashion not only in Syria and Iraq but had begun 


Mu awiya made no answer but sent him thy : find their way even into Hijaz. fhe protest of Abu Dharr (Allah be 
Abu Dharr responded : If this be my stipe ah pleased with him) was against all these luxuries. He advised the 
withheld from me for a year I shal] accept it. B inhabitants of Damascus to lead a simple life : j 


not need it. 
This gold and silver of yours shall one day be heated red-hot | 


Next Mu‘awiya sent Habib bin Maslama 5 in the fire of hell; and therewith shall ye be seared in your = 


to Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with him) \ foreheads, sides and backs, ye ungodly spendthrifts ! Where= 
fore spend now the same in alms, leaving yourselves enough : 


dinars. Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with hi 
for your daily bread; or else woe be to you on that day !~ 


of money once again and said : Dost thou | 
See cerenitnou sendest me mone) Uneasy at the disturbance caused in th: public mind; 
Mu‘awiya warned Caliph ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) in 
a despatch saying that the masses were gathering around Abu 
Dharr (Allah be pleased with him) and that he feared that Abu 
Dhar (Allah be. pleased with him) was stirring the masses up 


Hadrat Abu Dharr Ghifari (Allah be pleas 
about Damascus saying : By God ! things ha 
know. By God ! this is neither in God’s word | 
(Sunnah) of His Prophet. By God ! I see truth per 


- 
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Later Life : Nothing is known of Abu Dharr’s whe: jhrivessthe upright called liar. meanness selfishness persist and the 
doings during the Caliphate of Hadrat Abu Bakr (A 9 pious have been dispossessed. 

with him). Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with hi 

the Caliphate of Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased wit 
Syria as stated by Al-Tabri, Ibn-al-Athir, Usd al-G 
al-Shushtan, Majalis al-Mu’minin. Against this Ibn S 


Habib) bin Maslama reported to Mu‘awiya that Abu Dharr 
(Alla bespleased with him) incited the Syrians against him. and 
the people believed that the Caliph was transforming Islamic 


a tradition according to which ‘Umar (Allah be ple Democracy into Monarchy. Mu‘awiya bin Abi Sufyan who had 


kept Abu Dharr at Medina till the former’s death A.H beensthesgovernor of Syria under ‘Uthman had a taste of luxury 


of this world and for the erection of lofty edifices. Abu Dharr 
The Conflict : Al-Baladhuri, A.D. 892 states 


Ghifari (Allah be pleased with him) asked Hadrat 
be pleased with him) for permission to leave M 


(Allahebespleased with him) raised his voice and reproached the 
Calipheforeaetions contrary to the usages of the Prophet (peace 


and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
because Muhaminad (peace and blessings of A 


had told him to do so. In Syma he allegedly criticis Heswasvone of the earliest converts to the faith. An ascetic 
Muvawiya. In Syna Abu Dharr (Allah be pl! © he inveighed aginst the riches and extravagance of the d | 
criticised some actions of Mu‘awiya and ‘Uthman. M { We Whichewere-altogether alien to the nature of the Prophet (peace 
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al-Khadra, a palace, in Damascus, whereupor and blessings of Allah be upon him), and which, rushing in likea 
(Allah be pleased with him) said : O’ Mu‘awiy: flood) were now demoralising the people. Gorgeous palaces™ 
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and if it came from thy coffers, it is prodigality | heaps of costly garments. sumptuous tare, and splendid equippages 
| were the fashion not only in Syria and Iraq but had begun to 
Muayayamade no answer but sent him thy a | find their Way even into Hijaz. {he protest of Abu Dharr (Allah be 
Abu Dharr responded : If this be my stipe “* “pleased with him) was against all these luxuries. He advised the 


i Z shall accep Sut : P ; a 
withheld-from| me for a year I shall accept it. } inhabitants of Damascus to lead a simple life : 


not need it. 


. This gold and silver of yours shall one day be heated red=ho 

Next Muvawiya sent Habib bin Maslama, o1 i in the fire of hell; and therewith shall ye be seared in you 

to Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with him) wit 1 foreheads, sides and backs, ye ungodly spendthrifts ! Where= 
dinars. Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with hiin) ret esent fore spend now the same in alms, leaving yourselves enough 


of money once again and said : Dost thou not f the for your daily bread; or else woe be to you on that day !) 


than for me when thou sendest me money : ; : 3 
Uneasy at the disturbance caused in th: public mind; 


Hadrat Abu Dharr Ghifari (Allah be pleased v went Mu‘awiya warned Caliph ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) in 
about Damascus saying : By God ! things hap, o| J adespatch saying that the masses were gathering around Abu 
know. By God ! this is neither in God’s word no1 e practice Dharr (Allah be pleased with him) and that he feared that Abu 
(Sunnah) of His Prophet. By God ! I see truth perish and vanity Dhar (Allah be pleased with nim) was stirring the masses up 


164 
against the Caliph. Mu‘awiya advised the Caliph t 4 
recalling: Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with him) 4 According to Ibn Sa‘d Rital 
cit = pharswite said after his death that he had 
jiting beside him. this corpse is his, | 
bury Mime Among these riders wer 


wrote back telling Mu‘awiya to send him olf to M 


On arrival at Medina Abu Dharr (Allah be | 


fell ill. Hadrat Uthman (Allah be pleased wit! l : 
; ae a . Bajali. Malik b. Al-Harith al Ashtat \l-Kan 


some days in his palace and treated him well. The 7, es ~ : 3 
Y i jsmoun Hembpaimed. enshrouded and bur 
Hadrat ‘Uthman discussed tue subject with Ha : ik This is b t by AW \ 
shifari @ him. Thisis borne out by / aqidi who put 
Ghifari but the discussion bore no result and H h A 
inthe eleventh month of A.H. 31 


banished him from Medina to settle at Rabadha 
Thus ended the life of this trusted companion o! 


(peacesande blessings of Allah be upon him). The Hol 
of Islam (peace and blessings of Aliah be upon him) had « 
him asthe most truthful, and Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah b 

him) had\declared about him: There isnow None, e) 

(Allah beypleased with him) in the world 

tirade reermiminations from the side of ck 


Abu Dharr’s Death and Burial : “Affan b. M 
that death overtook Abu Dharr at al-Rabad 
began to weep- he asked her why she was w 
him that she had neither the strength to bury 
necessary for a shroud. Abu Dharr (Allah be 
comforted her telling her not to weep. for he« 
the company of men with the Apostle of Allah (p 
of Allah be upon him). and had heard him say t religion. 

group would surely die amidst desulation, but that i Malik) bin Ashtar buried him. God had siad about Abu Diam 
group of Muslims would attend his funeral. He » (Allah bespleased with him) on the eve of march against Jabuke 
that every other member of that group had died a * (namely that Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be Upgm 
munity in his village. and that he was the only « ‘it “i him) said about Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with him) tae 
since he was now amidst desolation, he would d walked alone. would die alone and would be raised alone 
her to watch the road, telling his wife Umm Dh was a (Al-Wagidi) q 
about to experience that which he was telling | 

lied or been lied too. 


Then he repeated his injunction that sh¢ 
road, although the pilgrinis had ceased to pass tl 
was thus engaged, she suddenly caught sight ot 
camels were coursing along with them like valt 
comments that that is what ‘Affan said, the 
halted and asked her what distressed her. She 
from among Muslims whom ye shall bury. W! 
who he was, she replied that it was Abu Dharr (A 
with him). 
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who he was, she replied that it was Abu Dharr (A 
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According to Ibn Sa‘d Kitab al-Tabagat a 
Diamsewitessaid after his death that he had died 
aitingebeside him, this corpse is his, | am unal 
hinenimesaimong these riders were : Juray! 
RijdlieeManke Db. Al-Harith al-Ashtar, Al-Kamah 
dsmountedmsembalmed, enshrouded and buried and pr 
hime Wisissborne Out by Al-Waqidi who puts At 
inthe eleventh month of A.H. 31 


Thiusvended the life of this trusted compar 
(peacewandmblessings Of Allah be upon him). The 


ol lslamapeace and blessings of Aliah be upon ! 
lim asthe» most truthful’, and Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah 
) lim) had declared about him: There isnow None, ex 


(Allah bespleased with him) in the world. sn 
{iadesreeniminations from the side of delinquent 
religion. 


MalikebinsAshtar buried him. God had siad about A 


Vhan 


(Allahsbespleased with him) on the eve of march against Dabukga 


(iamelyethateMuhammad (peace and blessings of Allah 
him)/saideabout Abu Dharr (Allah be pleased with him) thanks 


(AlWaqidi) 


e upon 


KHALID BIN WALID 


(Allah be pleased with hin 


Khalid bin Walid (Allah be pleased with | 
most respectable Quraishi clan. His nicknan 
His father Abd Shams al-Walid bin al-Mughair: 
wisest men of Quraish and was renowned ft 


gallantry throughout Arabia 


Khalid (Allah be pleased with him) wh 
old at the advent of Islam. evinced keen inte! 


warfare including riding. lancing and archer: 


earned a high reputation. His niemorable charge 


Uhud against the Muslims from their rear was t 
fighting. 


Khalid bin Walid (Allah be pleased with hin 


in the 8th A-H. along with Amir oin al-‘As 
figure in early Islam. His first appearance as a 
in the battle of Mu’ata fought in 8th A.H 
exceptional skill and valour. The Muslin 


hundred Mujahids taced a huge Roman army 


well trained soldiers. Successive Muslims Comma 
fighting in the battle-field when the comman¢ 


entrusted to Khalid bin Walid (Allah be pleased 
fought like a lion and broke eight swords ina single 
a tough rear guard action, Khalid (Allah be pk 
exhibited a rare military acumen and extricated 


out of the thick of the battle. 


The breach of agreement by the Quraish of Mecca led to the 
invasion Of the Holy City in which Khalid (Allah be pleased with 
him) Was €ntrusted with the command of the eight flank of 
Muslim army. The Muslims entered the Holy City without any 
msistance and the insurgents were granted free pardon by the 
kind hearted" Prophet of Islam (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). 


The other Campaigns in which he took active part during the 
ile timessofethe Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
ipon him)» were the battles of Hunain, Najran and the siege of 
Taf. 

Thedeath of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of A! 
be uponshim) cast a gloom over the Muslims. The Arabian tri 
jose iN) reVOlt against their new faith. The first Caliph of Islam 
Hadrat Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) firmly demanded 


Allah be Upon him) once called him. was the hero of the sucees-us 
sive Campaigns against seceding Arabian tribes. He played a leading | F 
tole in the pacification of Arabia. Talha, Musailima Kazab, the 
imposter and Malik bin Nawara were defeated one after the 
other after hard fighting. The campaign against the forty thousand 
sturdy soldiers led by Musailima was the hinlest ever fought by 
the warriors of early Islam in which the extraordinary bravery and 
military skill of Khalid (Allah be pleased with him) won the day 
and Musailima was killed in an adjoining garden. 


The pacification of northern Arabia brought Muslims in 
conflict with Persians who ruled over Arabian Iraq and were 
acknowledged as over lords by the nomad Arabian tnbes inhabiting 
the neighbouring areas. The Persians instigated these tribes to rise 
against Islami)". imachination on the part of Persians against 


The’breach of agreement by the Quraish of Mecca led to the 
mvasion Ofthe Holy City in which Khalid (Allah be pleased with 
him) Wassentrusted with the command of the eight flank of 
Misimearmy, the Muslims entered the Holy City without any 

me rsistancesand the insurgents were granted free pardon by the 
KHALID BIN WALID lind heartedsProphet of Islam (peace and blessings of Allah be 
(Allah be pleased with him) @ upon him). 
nanGnoiaMVanedUAlahtbe pleased with | | Ths Other campaigns in which he took active part during the 
ifetimemsotethe Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
ponimyewere the battles of Hunain, Najran and the siege of 
Ta'if. 


most respectable Quraishi clan. His nickname wa 
His father Abd Shams al-Walid bin al-Mughair: 


wisest men of Quraish and was renowned fo! 


gallantry throughout Arabia The death of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 


beuponshimyecast. a gloom Over the Muslims. The Arabian tribes 


KhalidstAliah be pleased with him) who was | foserinerevolt against their new faith. The first Caliph of Islam 


Seer eonolvisiam. evinced keen interes! c Om HadrateAbue Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) firmly demanded 


WanlaremingNGine tiding. lancing and archer) fhe Unconditional surrender of the renegades or they would bem 


earned a high reputation. His memorable charge | ‘tle Of confronted with Khalid bin Walid (Allah be pleased with himj@ 
Uhud against the Muslims from their rear was 1 I 


ihe sword of God, as the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
fighting. 


Allah be upon him) once called him. was the hero of the successm™ 


Khalid bin Walid (Allah be pleased with hin slang) we Campaigns against seceding Arabian tribes. He played a leadingy 
in the 8th A.H. along with Amir bin al-‘As, anoth« tole in the pacilication of Arabia. Talha, Musailima Kazab, they 
figure in early Islam. His first appearance as a so! vas Mp imposter and Malik bin Nawara were defeated one after the 9 
in the battle of Mu‘ata fought in 8th A.H., in w! te other after hard fighting. The campaign against the forty thousand 9 
sundy soldiers led by Musailima was the hardest ever fought by 5 


exceptional skill and valour. The Muslim army 


hundred Mujahids faced a huge Roman army the Warriors of early Islam in which the extraordinary bravery and 


Wellittainedusoldiers) Sliccessive Muslims Command military Skill Of Khalid (Allah be pleased with him) won the day 


fighting in the battle-field when the command « ind Musailima was killed in an adjoining garden, 

entrusted to Khalid bin Walid (Allah be pleased with ln) whe The pacification of northern Arabia brought Muslims in 
fought like a lion and broke eight swords ina single act (ing conflict With Persians who ruled over Arabian Iraq and were 
a tough rear guard action. Khalid (Allah be please: him) acknowledged as over lords by the nomad Arabian tribes inhabiting 
exhibited a rare military acumen and extricated safely the neighbouring areas. The Persians instigated these tribes to rise 
out of the thick of the battle. against Islany S804 inachination on the part of Persians against 
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Islam obliged the Caliph Abu Bakr (Allah be please: 
despatch forces under the Command of Khalid (Allah | 
with him) on the 12th Munarram 12 A.H 


The first to oppose the Muslim Army was Hurn 
chiet who ruled over the Delta region. 


Battle of al-Hafir: Khalid (Allah be pleased with h 
troops in three division, 
Al-Muthanna, the second under ‘Adi bin Hatim an 


placing the advance column, under 


ing up the rear, advanced strategically on al-Hafir rontier 
military post of the Persian empire. The Muslims rus rward 
and in great slaughter put the enemy to fight purs them to 


the bank of Euphrates. The Caliph when apprised 
ies of the Muslim armies cried out : Women shall no 
second Khalid. 


After that al-Hira was besieged by Muslims and it 


shortly after. A treaty was signed with the resident 

633 A.D, which was later ratified by the Caliph Hira 
was made the headquarters of Islamic forces and |! e Khalid 
(Allah be pleased with him) started the operations t nsolidate 


his gains. 


The Battle of Anbar : 
of Anbar. situated on the Euphrates about eis 


The next to be besieged w 


adove 
Babylon. The deep fossa adjoining the fortress was sed by 
casting the bodies worn out slain camels and the slated 
without much resistance. Ain-at-Taur a green s eigh- 


bourhood of Anbar was also captured by the Mus 


The Battle of Firad : Khalid (Allah be pleased wit 


reached al-Firad, a place on Syrian Iraqi 


was 
divided by a river. The Syrian frontiers were gu strong 
Byzantine garrison. which being alarmed at the suc f Khalid 
(Allah be pleased with him) made a common cause with Persial 
and Bedouin christians in order to defeat the Mus Army. A 


j the great danger looming large on the Syrian horizon requested 


7 (Deace and blessings of Allah be upon him) including one hundred 
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long and severe conflict ensued in which Muslims were victorious 
and the enemy Jost more than a hundrec thousand troops. 


Pilgrimage : After the defeat of the combined forces at Firad 
the season for Hajj (Pilgrimage) having drawn close Khalid (Allah 
be pleased with him) made secret dash to the Holy City in order 
{o perform the sacred rites. Sir William Muir writes thus : 
The season for the Mecca pilgrimage being now at hand 
Khalid (Allah be pleased with him) formed the singular 
resolve Of performing it incognite unknown even to his 
foyal master. So having recouped his army for ten days 
on the well fought field, he gave orders to march slowly 
and by easy stages back to al-Hira. Then making as though 
he remained behind he set out secretly with a small 
escort On the pious errand. Without a guide he traversed the 
devious desert rout with marvellous sagacity and speed. 


Having accomplished the rites of pilgrimage he retraced his 
steps from Mecca. 


Even Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) who himself presided ~~ 
at the pilgrimage was unaware of the presence of his great general. © 


The attitude of the Byzantine armies on the frontiers border- 
ing Syria was equally threatening since the time of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). The Byzantine 
amies had made frequent incursions into the Arab territories 
bordering Syria and carried away their cattle and other belong- 
ngs, Caliph Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) having realized 


he Muslims to enroll themselves for active service on the Syria 
lront. 


More than a thousand Companions of the Holy Prophet 


tho had participated in the Battle of Badr volunteered them- 
thes. Hadrat Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) went up to 
lie plain of Jurf in person to bid farewell to each brigade bound 
‘Syria and gave the following command : 
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O’ people ! I have ten orders to give you, which you must 


observe loyally. Deceive none and steal from none betray 
none and mutilate none; kill no child, nor womar r aged 


man, neither bark nor burn the date palms t down 


fruit trees nor destroy crops, slaughter not flocks. cattle 


nore camels except for food. You will als 
living in cells, leave them alone in that wl 
devoted themselves. 


Three divisions comprising of 5000 soldiers each 
patched to the Syrian front under the command of Shurjil b 
Hasan, Amr bin al--As and Yazid bin Sufyan. Abu ‘ 
would be supreme commander on the Syrian fi 
entrusted with the command of a separate divis 
Byzantines had mustered a force in the neighbour! 
Which was ten times stronger than that of Muslin 
tated the transfer of Khalid bin Walid (Allah be please 
to the Syrian front. According to historians Tabri 
Baladhuri, the Caliph had appointed Khalid (Allah 
with him) as supreme commander of the Muslim fo 
Syrian front. 


The Lightening March : 
(Allah be pleased with him) and his men throug! 


ilid bin Walid 


trackless, 


The lightening march of KI 


Waterless and impassable desert lying between Iraq and Syria, is 
One of the most daring feats ever recorded in history. Khalid 
(Allah be pleased with him) with his men crossed tl 

five days and an eminence on which he stood still 

Tuanivat al- Okah (the pass of the eagle) !! 


The Terrible Carnage : The Musliin army in Sy 

into four Brigades which were operating under 

‘Ubaida v 

of the division of Hims, with -headquarters at Jabia. ‘An 

Was in command of the Damascus division and Shanil bi 

was in command of the division operating in Jordan. On ‘Umars 
advice Caliph Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) ordered the 


four generals tn different sectors. Abu 
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toncentration Of the entire Mus!im force at Joulan Yarmuk in 
April 634 ALD, In view of the enormous fesources of men and 
material possessed by the enemy, Khalid (Allah be pleased with 
him) Was Summoned from Iraq to take command of the combined 
Muslims forces. [he Romans also drew together all their forces 
qd the huge Roman army encamped in the semi circular loop of 
yarmuk river, protected on three sides by the river. The Muslim 
amy arrived later and occupied the battle-neck. 


The Romans now realised their mistake but it was too late. 


Tht two armies watched each other for two months before Khalid 


(Allah be pleased with him) arrived on the scene. According to 
il) authentic historical sources the anny of Heraclius numbered 


40,000 while the strength of Muslims was only 40,000. The 


Roman army Was commanded by some of the famous generals 
ind Warriors mcluding Theodore the Sakkellarius, Banners the 
Armenian and Jarja. 


Khalid bin Walid (Allah be pleased with him) realising the 
siperiority of the Romans in numbers and arms, resorted to his™ 
(sual tactics and divided his army in to 38 equal corpses, each 
commanded by veteran warriors. 


On August 30. 634 A.D.. prompted by their priests the 3 
Romans issued forth from their camp to give battle to the Muslims. 
A terrible carnage ensured and the Romans were defeated with 


fearful slaughter. More than |20 thousand Romans perished in the 
valley of Wakusa and were drowned in the River. With this memor 
ible vietory in the Battle of Yarmuk, the whole of Syria lay at the 
leet of Muslims. In this historic battle, Khalid bin Walid (Allah 
be pleased with him) displayed matchless military skill, extra- 
ordinary chivalry and made rare strategic moves. 

Prior to the final conclusion of the Battle of Yammnuk, 
Caliph Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) died and was suc- 
weded by Hadrat “Umar ( Allah be pleased with hiin). {mmediately 
diter his election as Caliph. Wadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with 
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1H him) issued orders for the demotion of Khalid (Allah be p! ; 
with him) from supreme command. The letter delivered to Khalid pies? ue mgemured 
: Iswho fought hundreds of batiles and have innumberable 
in the heat of Battle of Yarmuk was kept a secret till the issue was 4 Semieecars’ on my body. could not be blessed with mai 
decided. Khalid (Allah be pleased with him) gladly obeyed to the tyrdom the greatest ambition of a true Muslim 
orders of the Caliph and till his death fought as an ordin 


soldier in the armies of Islam. He evinced a sense of discipline Onehearing the news of his deatin Caliph ‘Umar (Allah 


pleased with him) exclaimed 


i . seldom displayed by generals of his calibre. Disregard 
. humiliations which this order might have caused him, he continued The death of Khalid has created a vi n Islam which can 
Bil) to serve with unflagging zeal as a faithful soldier of Isla: not be filled. 
Bil) Hit subsequent campaigns fought in Syria. Say campaigns of Khalid 1 Walid 
it | Khalid (Allah be pleased with him) took part in se\ bewpieased with him) are among thé st bri 
campaigns in Syria including those of Hims and Kansaiain. With J in the history of warfare. 


the conquest of Kansarain, the last stronghold of the By 
the rule of Byzantines in Syria came to end and the 
Heraclius retired to Constantinople never to return. K 
outstanding service in the campaign of Kansarain oblige: 
(Allah be pleased with him) to change his view about him. H 
openly acknowledged : ““God may bless Abu Bakr (Allah be | 
with him). He had greater sense for the right type of 1 


myself.” 


The reason behind the demotion of Khalid (Allah | 

with him) was not malice on the part of the Caliph ‘Umar (Alla 
be pleased with him) so he tried to remove the misunderstai 
created among the people about the deposition of Khalid ibn \\ 
{Allah be pleased with him). He sent a rescript to tl 
provinces announcing that he had not deposed Khalic 
pleased with him) because of any fault on his part, | ause 
people had begun to repose greater trust in Khalid (A 
pleased with him) than in God. 


According to celebrated historian¢g Tabari and | A sak 
Khalid bin Walid (Allah be pleased with him). the sw« 
died in Hims in 2] A.H. Thus passed away the hero 
battles with an unrealised wish for martyrdom on his dyi 
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him) issued orders for the demotion of Khalid (Allah be pleased 
Alas ! he murmured, 

ewho fought hundreds of batiles and have innumber 
Danieescars On my body, could not be blessed wit! 
decided. Khalid (Allah be pleased with him) gladly obeyed to the 7 fymdom=the greatest ambition of a true Muslim 


with him) from supreme command. The letter delivered to Khalid 
in the heat of Battle of Yarmuk was kept a secret till the issue was 


orders of the Caliph and till his death fought as an ordinay 


: ‘ : > : hearing ; sws Of h eath Caliph ‘Umar 
soldier in the armies of Islam. He evinced a sense of discipline Bieiearine the news of his deatir Caliph “Umar 


seldom displayed by generals of his calibre. Disregarding pleased With him) exclaimed 
humiliations which this order might have caused him, he continued Mihesdeath of Khalid has created a void 
to serve with unflagging zeal as a faithful soldier of Isla a not be filled. 


subsequent campaigns fought in Syria. an 
q palé E S dieeemilitary campaigns of Kh 


Khalid (Allah be pleased with him) took part in several (DE pleased with him) are among the 
campaigns in Syria including those of Hims and Kansavain. With in the history of warfare. 


the conquest of Kansarain, the last stronghold of the Byzantines 
the rule of Byzantines in Syria came to end and the « 
Heraclius retired to Constantinople never to return. Khalic 
Outstanding service in the campaign of Kansarain obliged ‘Umar 
(Allah be pleased with him) to change his view about him. He now 
openly acknowledged -: “God may bless Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased 
with him). He had greater sense for the right type of men than 
myself.” 


The reason behind the demotion of Khalid (Allah be pleased 
with him) was not malice on the part of the Calip! 
be pleased with him) so he tried to remove the misunde 
created among the people about the deposition of Kha 
(Allah be pleased with him). He sent a rescript to 


provinces announcing that he had not deposed Khal 
pleased with him) because of any fault on his part 
people had begun to repose greater trust in Khali 
pleased with him) than in God. 


According to celebrated historian¢ Tabari and || 
Khalid bin Walid (Allah be pleased with him). the sw: 
died in Hims in 2] A.H. Thus passed away the hero o! 
battles with an unrealised wish for martyrdom on his d 
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was attracted) bY the brilliant qualities of young Muhammad 
(peacewandisblessings of Allah be upon him) and took him in 
eiicemteswas sent to Basra with her merchandise. On return, 
titer threesmontis, she proposed marriage. Muhammad (peace 
and blessings'of Allah be upon him) was 25 and Hadrat Khadija 
@) (Allaisbespleased™ with her) was 40 years old at that time. Arab 
HADRAT KHADIJA ma) WoOmeninethose Gays exercised free volition in respect of matters 
(Allah be pleased with her) im) pidiningeto their marriage. therefore Hadrat Khadija (Allah 
i) be pleaseduwith her) held a direct talk with Hadrat Muhammad 
Hadrat'Khadija (Allah be pleased with her) w: ll (peaceandeblessings of Allah be upon him) on the matter. On the 
Peeatidthenieadine merchant.-He belonged t i «. appomtedsday=Hadrat Muhammad’s relatives who included his 
PapeeeaihelOurish) Hisancestor was ass. a chi=ft an inclesemadrateAbu. Talib and Hadrat Hamzez, assembled at the 
housesOlradrat Khadija (Allah be pleased witn her). Hadrat Abu 
Taibedeliverea the nuptial address. The Prophet (peace and 
blessingssof Allah be upon him) did not marry any other woman 
dime hereliftime. She lived 25 years after her marriage with 
Hadrat Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upom him)j 
md died three years before Hijra Hadrat Khadija (Allah be. 
é pleased With her) bore him six children—two sons, Qasim and 
donations and use them for the upkeep and mainte ; é is. E u 
House of Allah. Hadrat Khadija (Allah be please r) ASTI pyho died in botany ang four daughters, namely) 
daughter of Khuwailid of Quraish family of Abd al (hea Rai pomp, Ruqayya and Umm Kulthum. It was)wath tefer- 
distinction of being the first wife of Muhammad i Qasim pe the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
ee eeeor Alig be upon him). Allah be upon him) was sometimes addressed as Abu al-Qasim dl 
(Father of Qasim). 


In those days according to the system of govern 
tribes were all of equal importance, each in charg, 
assignment, the duty of the Qass as Chief was 
management Of Kaba. This job carried great respon: 
prestige. The function of the Ka‘ba’s guardian was to n 
ments for water which was not close at hand, to re 


She was a rich widow endowed with en 
qualities of head and heart. In the pre-Islamic days ora Hadrat Khadija’s daughter Zainab was married to her cousim: 
virtuous life. she was known by the name of Tahira. A ns Her daughters Rugayya and Umm Kulthum were married to third 
to Tabagat Ibn Sa‘d. she was the richest woman of Mc Caliph Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) one after the death of 


the other. 
Hadrat Muhammad (peace and blessings of A 


him) who had been doing business independently. vi Hadrat Khadija’s daughter Hadrat Fatima who was the 
throughout the Hijaz for his honesty. integrity and » @ favourite daughter of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
recognition of his good qualities. the people begai be upon him) was married te Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with 
Amin (trustworthy). Khadija (Allah be pleased wit! ‘). @ him). Lineage of the Prophet (peace and blessing of Allah be upon 

him) progressed through her sons Imam Hasan. and Imam Husain 


(Allah be pleased with them). The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) had all his issues by Hadrat 
i Khadija (Allah be pleased with her) except Ibrahim who also died 
| young. 
baths 
Bint The Prohet of Islam, Hadrat Muhammad (peace u! igs 
Hi }| of Allah be upon him) had been devoting most 
i it} meditation in the seclusion of cave Hira. One day, in t ITse 
of meditation, he received his first revelation. A) 


brought to him the first Commandment of God, cont 
Iqra of the Holy Qur’an. 


Hadrat Muhammad (peace and blessings of A 
him) Was awe-struck at this novel experience and 
trembling with fear. He lay down on his bed w 
fever. His wife Hadrat Khadija (Allah be pleas 
deeply concerned at his unusual condition. She atte! 
enquired the reason of his excitement. Muhamn 
blessings of Allah be upon him) described to h¢ 
experience of his first revelation. P~ ‘rat Khadija (Al 
her) congratulated him on being elevated to the su 
Prophecy saying : 


hliy 


“Be consoled; God will never forsake you” 


She was the first among women to embrace the 


of Islam. 


The house in which Hadrat Khadija (Allah be 
her) lived was later purchased by Amir Mu‘awiya a1 
into a mosque which still bears the name of the gr 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
entertained greatest regard and love for Hadrat Khadija (Allah be 
pleased with her), After her death he used to remember her_fre- 
quently with love and gratitude. 
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“When all other persons opposed me” the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).said : “She supported 
me, When all were infidels she embraced Islam. When none was 
my helper she helped me”. 


Her enormous wealth and high status proved very useful in 
the propagation of Islam. The majority of Muslim religious leaders 
acclaim Hadrat Khadija, Hadrat Fatima and Hadrat ‘A’isha (Allah 
be pleased with them) as the three greatest women in Islam. They 
rate Fatima as the first, Hadrat Khadija as the second and Hadrat 
‘Aisha as the third among the Eminent Ladies of Islam. According 
to Hafiz ibn Qayyim, a disciple of Imam ibn Taimiya, if one 
considers the relationship with the Holy Prophet: (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) Hadrat Fatima (Allah be pleased 
with her) stands on the top, if one takes into account the priority 
in accepting and the moral as well as the material support given to 
the new religion, Hadrat Khadija (Allah be pleased with her) 
occupies the first position, but in matters of learning and service 
rendered to the propagation of Holy Prophet’s message, none 
stands in comparison to Hadrat ‘A’isha (Allah be pleased with her). 


Death : Hadrat Khadija (Allah be pleased with her) lived for 
twenty-five years after her marriage and died on the | 1th of 7 
Ramadan in the 10th year of Apostlehood (three years before © 
the Hijra). She was sixty-four years and six months old at that ~ 
time. As Funeral prayer was not enjoined as yet, her dead-body ' 
was burried as it were. . 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
himself entered the grave and bade goodbye to his greatest sympa- 
thizer and consoler. Her grave is in Hajun and the people pay a 
visit to her holy shrine. 


With the passing away of Hadrat Khadija (Allah be pleased 
with her), a new era began in the Islamic history—an era which 
was full of tortures for the Muslims. The Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) called this year ‘Am-ul-Huzn (the 
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year of grief). No one now had any regard for the Muslims They 
perpetuated unbearable tyrannies on the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) without any qualms of conscience. 
It were the days when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) migrated to Ta’if, utterly disappointed and 
disgusted at the callous attitude of the people of Mecca 


Excellence and Virtures : The excellence and virtues of Hadrat 
Khadija Tahira (Allah be pleased with her) can be judged from the 
fact that when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 


upon him) proclaimed Prophethood, not a single voice supported 
him. The cave of Hira, the valley of ‘Arafat, the mountain of 
Faran, and in short, the whole Arab island, was a silent spectator 
and paid no heed to the Prophet’s call. In this all-prevailing silence, 
there was one voice which sent a vibration throughout Mecca and 
that voice sprang from the heart of Hadrat Khadija (Allah be 
pleased with her) which was the second mainspring through which 
the radiant rays of Faith shone forth and illuminated the path of 


ignorance and darkness. 


Hadrat Khadija (Allah be pleased with her) was that pious 
woman who gave up idolatry before Prophethood. There is a 
tradition in Masnad of Imam Ibn Hanbal that the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said to Khadija : By 


far been written on the life of the Holy Prophet (p 

ings Of Allah be upon him) bears an evidence to it 
stated in Sirat Ibn Hisham : She was the true cou: 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon hi 


' Mansad Ibn Hanbal, Vol. IV, p. 222 


God, I shall never worship Lat and *Uzza. She replied : Please do 
not make a mention of them.' When the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) proclaimed Prophet! t was 
Khadija who believed in him. She was such a source strengt 
and vigour to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) and to the cause of Islam that every page v as S( 


That she loved the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings ol 
Allah be Upon him) so dearly can be judged from the fact that in 


spite of allsher wealth and riches she served the Holy Prophet 
(peace, and» blessings of Allah be upon him) herself. There ts a 
tradition in Sahih al-Bukhari that once the angel Gabriel said to 
the HolysProphet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
Hadrat, Kiiadyja (Allah be pleased with her) is bringing something 
in thesvessely)so please convey Sa/am to her from me and from 
Allah * 


The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
had great love’ for Zaid bin Harith but he was a slave in Mecca 
Hadrat, Khadija (Allah be pleased with her) emancipated him and 


then he became the slave of the Last of the Prophets (peace and 


blessingsvof Allah be upon him) instead of being the slave of 
some worldly rich man. 


The) Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
had alsouintense love for Khadija (Allah be pleased with her). He 
did not marry till the death of Khadija. After her death, wheneverm 
he slaughtered a sheep he used to send meat to the female friends 
of Khadija after a great search. Hadrat ‘A’isha (Allah be pleased 
with her) reported : [ had not seen Khadija (Allah be pleased with) 
her) yet 1 never did feel jealous of any wife among the wives ofF 
Allah’s Apostle (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) as I felt® 
in case Of Khadija for he praised her very often. ] annoyed him 
one day On this account. Thereupon Allah’s Messenger said ; 
Her love had been nurtured in my heart by Allah Himself. 


Once after Khadija’s death, her sister Hala came to see the 


Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 


sought permission to enter. Her voice resembled to that of Khadija 
(Allah be pleased with her). When Hala’s voice fell in the Prophet's 


| Sohih al-Bukhari, Vol. 1, p. 539 
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ears. he was reminded of Khadija and was overwhelmed with 
emotions and said It must be Hala. Hadrat ‘A’isha (Allah be 
pleased with her) was also there. She felt jealous and said : Why do 
you remember an old woman so often who is long dead whereas 
Allah has given you better ones. The above tradition has been 
given in Sahih al-Bukhari but in /stiab it has been stated that the 


Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said :] 


can never forget her; she believed in me when none else did. She 
embraced Islam when people disbelieved me, and she helped and 
comforted me when there was none to lend me a helping hand 
and she bore all my children. There are many traditions in support 
of the excellence of Hadrat Khadija (Allah be pleased wit 

It has been narrated in Sahih Muslim anc Sahih Bukhari:The best 
of the women in the world are Mary and Khadija (Allah be pleased 


with her). 


Once Gabriel was sitting beside the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and when Khadija (Allah be 
pleased with her) came he said 


Convey to her the good tidings of giving of a palace of jewels 
in Paradise where there is no noise and toil 
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CHAPTER 16 


HADRAT FATIMA 
(Allah be pleased with her) 


Hadrat) Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) by virtue of her 
birth and Outstanding knowledge was the saintliest woman ever 
bom. 


Hadrat Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) was born 8 years 
belore the Hijra in Mecca. Her mother Hadrat Khadiya was the 
first and revered wife of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). He did not marry any other woman durin 
her life time. Hadrat Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) was the 
fourth and the youngest daughters of her mother. Her elder sisters 
were Zainab. Ruqayya and Umm Khultum (Allah be pleased with 
them). The iast two were married to Hadrat ‘Uthman (Allah be 
pleased with him) who was the third Caljph of Islam. | 


Hadrat Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) was brought up 
under the fond care of her father. the greatest teacher and bene- 
factor of mankind. Unlike other chiicren she possessed a sober and . 
somewhat melancholy temperament. Her weak constitution and _ 
frail health kept her away from children’s get-togethers and games. 
Her august father’s teachings. guidance and inspiration moulded ~ 
her into an extremely cultured, amiable, considerate and en- a 
lightened lady 


Hadrat Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) who greatly ~ 
resembled her father in countenance and serene habits was his 


182 


most beloved daughter and had been immensely devoted to hinj 
after her mother’s death. In this way, she to a great exten made 
up for the loss of her mother. 


The life of Hadrat Fatima (Allah be p 


pleased wit I was the 


life of a true good woman. She was a mo 


del Tor WOl folky 
She lost her beloved mother at a very tend hild 
needs most the caressing hand of a mother. Hadrat Fat (Allah 
be pleased with her) was brought up by the Holy Pr t (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). She grew up under his care 
and so naturally she was imbued with everything that was best? 
Her Shyness and Chastity : God made Fatima (Alla eased 
with her) bashful and chaste. She was an ideal woman. She wag 


an embodiment of purity. piety and modesty. She was an example 


for other women 

Betrothal and Marriage of Fatima : When Fati 
pleased with her) attained the age of puberty, t 
wealthy of Quraish and others possessing 
approached the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 


upon him) and solicited Fatima’s hand in marriag 


1a (Allah be 
he yreat and the 


land and money 


‘Hadrat Abu Bakr and Hadrat “Umar (Allah be pleased with 


them) both sought her in 


varriage but the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) made no reply. Hadrat “Ali (Allah 
he pleased with him) the great warrior-scholar of Islam who was 


brought up by the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) himself and who combined in him the rare virtues of 


chivalry and bravery. piety and scholarshi 


sitated to seek 
Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) in marriage due to his poverty 
But at last he took courage to put forward the proposal which was 


ce idily accepted by the Hoiy Prophet (peace an 


essings of 
Allah be upon liim). Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleasec 


vith him) sold 
his he. wtiful cuirass which he had won in the Battle of Badr for 


4VU0 dirhams and celebrated his marriave with Fatima (Allah be 
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pleased with her) with extreme simplicity. Hadrat Fatima (Allah 
je pleased With her) was hardly 15 or 18 years old at the time of 
marriage with Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him). The dowry 
he received from her illustrious father (peace and blessings ot 
Allah be upon him) was a leather water carrier, an earthen pitcher 
amat and a corn grinding stone. 


Fatima’s Married Life : Hadrat Fatima’s married life was smooth 
and simple. Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him) laboured hard 
all day long to earn his livelihood, while his industrious. frugal and 
devoted wife laboured at home performing her household duties 
Which included grinding corn and carrying water from the well 


Once while the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) was in his mosque at Medina, surrounded 
by his Companions, suddenly his beloved daughter Fatima (Allah 
be pleased with her) called on him. She implored her after to lend 
her a servant who might assist her in household work. as she with” 
her frail constitution and poor health could not perform the™ 
strenuous duties of grinding corn and bringing water from the 
distant well, besides looking after her children. The father osten- 
sibly moved by her pleading, hesitated for a moment but re- 
pressing his emotion he told her solemnly : ““My dearest daughter ! 
| cannot spare any one from among those who are engaged in the 
service Of Ashab-1-Suffa. you should be able to bear the hardships 
of this world in order to get the reward of the world Hereafter.” 


Hadvat Fatima (Allah be pleased with him) went back. well- 
satistied with the reply of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 


o! Allah be upon him) and never sought any servant again during 
her iitetime. 


This ideal couple (‘Ali and Fatima) were known for their 
piety and generosity. They never turned away beggar, though 
they themselves had to remain hungry most of the time. 


most beloved daughter and had been immensely 
after her mother’s death. In this way 


up for the loss of her mother 


The life of Hadrat Fatima {Allah | 
life of a true good woman. She was ; 
She lost her beloved mother at a very 
needs most the caressing hand of a 
be pleased with her) was brought up | 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). She gr 


and so naturally she was imbued with everytl 


Her Shyness and Chastity : God made Fat 
with her) bashful and chaste. She was a1 
an embodiment of purity. piety and modesty. S 


for other women 


Betrothal and Marriage of Fatima Wher 


pleased with her) attained the age of puberty nd the 
wealthy of Quraish and others possessing 1 money 


approached the Holy Prophet (peace and Allah be 


upon him) and solicited Fatima’s hand in mar 


-Hadrat Abu Bakr and Hadrat “Umar (AI 
them) both sought her in oarriage but the | 
blessings of Allah be upon him) made no rep! 
he pleased with him) the great warrior-scho 
brought up by the Holy Prophet (peace and ble 
upon him) himself and who combined in hin 
chivalry and bravery. piety and scholarshij 
Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) in marriage 


if at last he took courage to put forward the p: | Was 


“eH Y accepted by the Holy Prophet (pea scings of 


Allah be upon hiim). Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah be pleas ' ) sold 
his he vutiful cuirass which he had won in the B f Bad 


r lof 
4V0 dirhams and celebrated his marriave with | 


atima (Allah be 
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pleased with her) with extreme simplicity. Hadrat Fatima (Allah 
be pleased’ With her) was hardly 15 or 18 years old at the time of 
marriage With Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him). The dowry 
she received) from her illustrious father (peace and Dlessings of 
Alla be upon him) was a leather water carrier, an earthen pitcher 
amat and a corn grinding stone. 


Fatima’s Married Life : Hadrat Fatima’s married life was smooth 
and simples Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him) laboured hard 
all day long to earn his livelihood, while his industrious. frugal and 
devoted wife laboured at home performing her household duties 
Which included grinding corn and carrying water from the well 


Once while the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings 
of Allah)be tipon him) was in his mosque at Medina, surrounded 
by his Companions, suddenly his beloved daughter Fatima (Allah 
be pleased with her) called on him She implored her after to lend 
her a servant who might assist her in household work, as she with 
her frail constitution and poor health could not perform the 
strenuous duties of grinding corn and bringing water from the 
distant well. besides looking after her children. The father osten=) 
sibly moved by her pleading, hesitated for a moment but Te= a 
pressing his emotion he told her solemnly : “My dearest daughter ! 
| cannot spare any one from among those who are engaged in the 
service Of Ashah-i-Suffa. you should be able to bear the hardships 
0! this world in order to get the reward of the world Hereafter.” 


Hadrat Fatima (Allah be pleased with him) went back. well- 
satishied with the reply of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
o| Alla) be upon him) and never sought any servant again during 
her ifetime. 


{lis ideal couple (‘Ali and Fatima) were known for their 
piety and generosity. They never turned away beggar, though 
they themselves had to remain hungry most of the time. 


The Children of Fatima : Hadrat Fatim: 


carried them on his shoulders. They eve 
his prostration in prayer. These two sons 


The Prophet’s Love for Fatima : [he 


Islam (peace and blessings of Allah be upo 


(Allah be pleased with her) came to see t! 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) he got 


from war to Medina he offered his prayers 
went straight to Fatima (Allah be pleased v 
and her children’s welfare. 


Fatima’s Love for the Prophet : Fatima 
her) adored her father deeply. She tended 


the Battle of Uhud. She also accompanied him durin; 


be pleased with her) and daughter Zainab later played a sign 
and memorable role in the history of Islam. 


children is natural, inherent and universal 


to this natural law. He was an ideal fathe 
(Allah be pleased with her) was unbounded a 
he was in grief she was called in to solace | 


1 (Alla 


her) gave birth to five children ; Three sons and two da ia 
Hasan (Allah be pleased with him) was the eldest son. § All 
(Allah be pleased with him) was called Abul Hasan. He was born 
on the 15th of Ramadan 2 A.H. Six months after his birth Husain 
(Allah be pleased with him) was born in the middle of Shabay 
2 A.H. Zainab (Allah be pleased with her) was born in 5 AHj 
and was married to “Abdullah. son of Ja‘far (Allah be pleased 
with him). Hadrat Umm Kulthum (Allah be pleased with her) wag 
born in about 9 A.H.. and was married to Muhammad son of 
Jafar Tayyar. Both Imams Hadrat Hasan and Hadrat Husain 
(Allah be pleased with them) were the favourites of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) who often 


1 sat on his back during 
of Hadrat Fatima (Allah 


ricant 


ove OT parents [or their 
The great Prophet of 
1 him) was no exception 


nd limitless. 


it I l I C ( peace 


for her and embraced, patted and kissed her. W turned 


in t! 1 then 


Nit} 


(Allah | ed Wil 


her fa ds in 
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of Mecca and also during his Farewell Pilgrimage towards the end 
of 11 ALLE. 


The Death of Holy Prophet and its effect on Fatima: In the 10th 
of Hijra. the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) proceeded to Mecca for Hajj. Before embarking on this, the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had told 
everyone that il they wanted to ask anything about the rites and 
perlormanees of Hajj they should do so, because, this would be his 
last Hajj» Phe Hajj was over and the return journey to Medina took 
wo and)a half months. Soon after his arrival in Medina the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) fell ill in the 
house of Ummul Mu’minin Hadrat “A’isha (Allah be pleased with 
hers Inethe beginning of his illness Hadrat Fatima (Allah be 
pleased with her) used to attend on him all day. but later when 
his condition aggravated she attended him continuously untilg 


he died. 
4 
The Home of Grief : [he death of the Prophet (peace and bless 


ings of Allah upon him) affected Hadrat Fatima (Allah be pleased 


with her) deeply. She was inconsolable. Seeing her in miserabley % 


and pitiable condition all the Shaikhs of Medina assembled and =| 

went to Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) and said : 
“O’ Abul Hasan Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) weeps © 
day and night incessantly It disturbs and annoys us so much 
that we do not feel inclined to earn our livelihood in the day- 7 
time. Please ask Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) to weep a 
either in the day or at night” 4 


Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) went to Fatima 
(Allah be pleased with her) and informed her about the complaints 
of the Medinites. She said - 


“O’ Abul Hasan ! Why are they tired of my weeping. Only a 
few days of my life are left. The time of our separation for 
ever is knocking at the door. By God, I telt you that J wit 
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most beloved daughter and had been immensely devoted to him 
after her mother’s death. In this way, she to a great extent, madé 


up for the loss of her mother. 


The life of Hadrat Fatima (Allah be pleased wit ) was the 
life of a true good woman. She was a mode! for all w folk; 
She lost her beloved mother at a very tender age 1 child 
needs most the caressing hand of a mother. Hadrat | a (Allah 
be pleased with her) was brought up by the Holy Prophet (peace 


and blessings of Allah be upon him). She grew up under his care 


and so naturally she was imbued with everything that was best 


Her Shyness and Chastity God made Fatima (Alla leased 
with her) bashful and chaste. She was an ideal w She was 
an embodiment of purity. piety and modesty. She was xample 


for other women 


Betrothal and Marriage of Fatima When Fat Allah bé 
pleased with her) attained the age of puberty, the nd the 
wealthy of Quraish and others possessing la! loney 


approached the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings Allah be 


upon him) and solicited Fatima’s hand in marriage 


-Hadrat Abu Bakr and Hadrat “Umar (Alla! with 
them) both sought her in oarriage but the Pro ind 
blessings of Allah be upon him) made no reply. Had: Allah 
he pleased with him) the great warrior-scholar of Is was 
brought up by the Holy Prophet (peace and blessing be 
upon him) himself and who combined in him the 5 Of 
chivalry and bravery. piety and scholarshij seek 
Latima (Allah be pleased with her) in marriage due t ty 
4u,f at last he took courage to put forward the pro] was 
vidily accepted by the Hoiy Prophet (peace ai s of 
Allah be upon lim). Hadrat “Ali (Allah be please sold 
his bev atiful cuirass which he had won in the Battle for 
400 dirhams and celebrated his marriase with Fatima (Allah bog 
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peasedswitheher) with extreme simplicity. Hadrat Fatima (Allal 
pe pleusedewith her) was hardly 15 or 18 years old at the time ot 
marage with) Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him). The 
ve received trom her illustrious father (peace and blessings of 


dowry 


Allalbeupon hin) Was a leather water carrier, an earthen pitcher 
gmat and a corn grinding stone. 


famas Marmed Life ;: Hadrat Fatima’s married life was sm 
iidsimplemtadrat Ali (Allah be pleased with him) laboured hard 
ill’ daylong toyearn his livelihood, while his industrious. frugal and 
devoledswifeslaboured at home performing her household dutie 


Which included grinding corn and carrying water from the wel 


Once while the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings 
Of Allanebesuipon him) was in his mosque at Medina, surrounded 
by his\@ompanions, suddenly his beloved daughter Fatima ( Allal 
De pleaseduwith her) called on him. She implored her after to lend 
tera servant Who might assist her in household work. as she with 


her frailsconstitution and poor health could not perform the 
strenuous duties of grinding corn and bringing water from the 
distant well, besides looking after her children. The father osten- 
silly moved by her pleading, hesitated for a moment but re 
pressing his emotion he told her solemnly : “My dearest daughter 
[cannot spare any one from among those who are engaged in thes 
service Of Ashah-1-Suffa. you should be able to bear the hardships a 


0! this World in order to yet the reward of the world Hereafter. ~ 


Hadvat Fatima (Allah be pleased with him) went back. well> 
satishied with the reply of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
o| Allaiebetipon him) and never sought any servant again during 
her lifetime. 


this ideal couple (‘Ali and Fatima) were known for their 
piely and generosity. They never turned away beggar, though 
they themselves had to remain hungry most of the time. 


The Children of Fatima : 
her) gave birth to five children 


Hadrat Fatima (Allah be pleased with 
Three sons and two daughters 
Hasan (Allah be pleased with him) was the eldest son. So ‘Aij 
(Allah be pleased with him) was called Abul Hasan. He was bom 
on the 15th of Ramadan 2 A.H. Six months after his birth Husain 
(Allah be pleased with him) was born in the middle of Shabay 
2 A.H. Zainab (Allah be pleased with her) was born in 5 AHR 
and was married to “Abdullah, son of Ja‘far (Allah be pleased 


with him). Hadrat Umm Kulthum (Allah be pleased with her) was 


born in about 9 A.H.. and was married to Muhammad son of 


Jafar Tayyar. Both Imams Hadrat Hasan and Hadrat Husain 
(Allah be pleased with them) were the favourites of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) who often 
carried them on his shoulders. They even sat on his back during 
his prostration in prayer. These two sons of Hadrat Fatima (Allah 
be pleased with her) and daughter Zainab later played a significant 


and memorable role in the history of Islam. 


The Prophet’s Love for Fatima 
children is natural, inherent and universal. The great Prophet of 
Islam (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was no exception 
to this natural law. He was an ideal father. His love for Fatima 
(Allah be pleased with her) was unbounded and limitless. Whenever 
he was in grief she was called in to solace him. W1 Fatima 
(Allah be pleased with her) came to see the Holy | t (peage 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) he got up a rk spect 
for her and embraced, patted and kissed her. W! 

from war to Medina he offered his prayers in t! 

went straight to Fatima (Allah be pleased with 


and her children’s welfare. 


Fatima’s Love for the Prophet : 


The love of parents for theiram 


Fatima (Alla! with 
her) adored her father deeply. She tended her fa ds if 
the Battle of Uhud. She also accompanied him du juest 
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of Mecca and also during his Farewell Pilgrimage towards the end 
of 11 ALE. 


The Death of Holy Prophet and its effect on Fatima: In the 10th 
of Hira. the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) proceeded to Mecca for Hajj. Before embarking on this, the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had told 
everyone that il they wanted to ask anything about the rites and 
performances Of Hajj they should do so, because, this would be his 
st Hajj. Phe Hajj was over and the return journey to Medina took 
{wo and a half months. Soon after his arrival in Medina the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) fell ill in the 
house of Ummul Mu’minin Hadrat “A’isha (Allah be pleased with 
fer) In the beginning of his illness Hadrat Fatima (Allah be 
pleased) With her) used to attend on him all day. but later when 
fis condition aggravated she attended him continuously until 
he died. 


The Home of Grief : 
ines of Allah upon him) affected Hadrat Fatima (Allah be pleased 
with her) deeply. She was inconsolable. Seeing her in miserable 


The death of the Prophet (peace and bless- 


and pitiable condition all the Shaikhs of Medina assembled and 
went to Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) and said : 


“O’ Abul Hasan Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) weeps 
day and night incessantly It disturbs and annoys us so much 7 
that we do not feel inclined to earn our livelihood in the day- 
time. Please ask Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) to weep 
either in the day or at night” 


Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him) went to Fatima 
(Allah be pleased with her) and informed her about the complaints 
of the Medinites. She said - 


“O’ Abul Hasan ! Why are they tired of my weeping. Only a 
few days of my life are left. The time of our separation for 
ever is knocking at the door. By God, | tell you that J wilt 
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not stop weeping until and unless | reach th 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 


‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) made a house 
outside Medina where she could give vent to he 


and named it Bait-ul-Ahzan. When it was ready, | 


pleased with her) with her two sons went out of Medi 


and sat at the graves of the Martyrs of Uhud and wept t 


(Allah be pleased with him) went there every evening t 
home. This state of affairs continued till she fell i 
her father (peace and blessings of Allah be upon hin 


world. 


Death and Burial Ceremony of Fatima: [bn ‘Abbas s: 
Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) the innocent was ab: 


she got neither fever nor headache. She held Hasar 


the hand to the grave of the Prophet ( peace and blessings 


be upon him) and offered there two rak at prayer. She 
them and said : O’ my sons. sit here with your fat 
‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) was then in the 1 

his prayers. She returned home and took the sh 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be uy 
then called Asma’ the wife of Ja‘far. Asma said : “‘Y¢ 
Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) said 


Do not go away from here. | want t 

hour. If J do not coime out in an hour. c 
don’t come in, letit be understood that | am w 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 


She then stood at the seat of the Prophet (pea 
of Allah be upon him) and o!ferec two rat pr 
lay down and covered her face with the she 
called Fatima (Allah be pleasec with her: 
and Husain and daughter o! the Prop! 

Allah be upon him). But she received no rep 
entered the room but to her great astonishmer 


mistortune she found her dead. She then came out. Hasan and 
Husainsasked Asma’ where their mother was. She kept quiet 
The boys entered the room. Husain shook her but she was still 
Atthis the two brothers began to cry with grief : O° Muhammad 
today the death of our mother has revived your memory. 


They brought the news to their father “Ali (Allah be pleased 
wih) him), who was in the mosque. On hearing this news he 
fanteds) When he came to himself. he went home and entered 
the room)of Fatima (Allah be pleased with heg). “Ali (Allah be 
pleased» with him) then removed the cloth from the face of Fatima 
(Allaiebespleased with her) and found a letter by the side of her 
head. The letter read : 


Ibeginsin the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Most 
Merciful) Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) the daughter 
olsthe Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
bears Witness that there is no god but Allah and Muhammad 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) is the Prophet} 
of Allah. I hold firm belief in heaven, Hell and the Day off 
Judgment and that Allah will bring the dead to life. OF 
‘Ali ! 1 am the daughter of the Prophet Muhammad (peace: 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). God married me to 
you so that I may be your wife in this and the next worlds 


and I prefer you to others. Hence you alone must perform) 9 


all the funeral ceremony and bury me at night and inform) 
none of it. | entrust you to God and | wish goodbye to my | 
progeny which will survive till the Day of Judgment 
When it was night “Ali (Allah be pleased with him) bathed her 4 
ind placed her on a plank and ordered Hasan to bring the Prayer] 
mat (Musallah). He said his prayer and entreated Allah to shower > 
iis Blessings on Fatima. ‘@ 


After bumal Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him) sat 
near the grave and uttered : 
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O” Earth, I entrust Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) to 
you. She is the daughter of the Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). 


Muslim and Bukhari record : 


Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) survived the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) six months 
When she died, she was buried in the night by ‘Ali (Allah 
be pleased with him), her husband 


The Burial Place of Fatima : 


Four differet places have been 
mentioned as the 


tradition her grave is located in the garden of the family members 


of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). This 


mausoleum is not very grand. It is very Simple 


another tradition she is buried in Bait-ul-Hazan 
because Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) after the death of the 


Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) went there 


alone and wailed. Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him) erected 
a mosque at this very place to perpetuate her memory 
Hadrat Fatima (Allah be please with her) who represents 


embodiment of all that is divine in womanhood-—th 


ideal of human conception was proclaimed by the I 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) to be the 
in Paradise”’. 


rophet (peace 


() 


n of Women 


location of Fatima’s bunial. According toa 


According {6 q 
It is so calledam 
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CHAPTER 19 


HADRAT ‘A’ISHA 


Hadrat “A’isha (Allah be pleased with her) was born in 
Mecca in 614 A.D. eight years before the commencement of the 
Hija era, She was the beloved daughter of Hadrat Abu Bakr 
(Allah be pleased’ with him) the faithful Confpanion of the Holy 


Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), who suc- 
ceeded him as the first Caliph of Islam. 


Hadrat “A’isha parents had brought her up in accordance 


with the supreme ideals of the new religion which fully prepared 
and entitled her to later exalted position. 


One day, a small carefree girl ‘A’isha (Allah be pleased with 
her), nine years old, was playing merrily with her mates. Her hair 
had gone awry and her face was covered with dust. Suddenly a few © 
elderly persons emerged on the scene from a nelghbouring house, é: 
They took her home. dressed her neat and the same evening she © 
was married to the greatest of men, the Holy Prophet of Islam © 


(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), a unique honour that 4 
ever fellon a woman. 


She remained with the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) for ten years. Though very young, she acquitted 
herself extremely well and proved to be an intelligent, faithful and 
loving wife of the greatest benefactor of mankind. She is universally 
acknowledged as the most authentic reporter of the traditions of 
the Prophet and the message of Islam as propounded by him. She 
was blessed with prodigious memory and retained in her mind the 
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O’ Earth, I entrust Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) fg 


you. She is the daughter of the Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him). 


Muslim and Bukhari record : 


Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) survived the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) six months 
When she died, she was buried in the night by ‘Ali (Allah 
be pleased with him), her husband. 


The Burial Place of Fatima : Four differet places have been 
mentioned as the location of Fatima’s burial. According to@ 
tradition her grave is located in the garden of the family members 
of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). This 
mausoleum is not very grand. It is very Simple 


. According {6 
another tradition she is buried in Bait-ul-Hazan 


It is so called 
because Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) after the death of the 


Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) went there 
alone and wailed. Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) erected 


a mosque at this very place to perpetuate her memory. 


Hadrat Fatima (Allah be please with her) who represents 
embodiment of all that in womanhood—the noblest 


ideal of human conception was proclaimed by the Prophet (peacé 


and blessings of Allah be upon him) to be the ‘Queen of Women 
in Paradise”’. 


is divine 


CHAPTER 19 


HADRAT ‘A’ISHA 


Hadrat ‘A’isha (Allah be pleased with her) was born in 
Mecca in 614 A.D. eight years before the commencement of the 


Hijra era. She was the beloved daughter of Hadrat Abu Bakr 


(Allah be pleased with him) the faithful Confpanion of the Holy 


Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), who suc- 
ceded him as the first Caliph of Islam. 


Hadrat “Aisha parents had brought her up in accordance 


with the supreme ideals of the new religion which fully prepared 
and entitled her to later exalted position. 


One day, a small carefree girl ‘A’isha (Allah be pleased with 
her), nine years old, was playing merrily with her mates. Her hair 
had gone awry and her face was covered with dust. Suddenly a few 
elderly persons emerged on the scene from a neighbouring house. © 
They took her home, dressed her neat and the same evening she 3 
was married to the greatest of men, the Holy Prophet of Islam ~ 


(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), a unique honour that 
ever fellon a woman. 


She remained with the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) for ten years. Though very young, she acquitted 
herself extremely well and proved to be an intelligent, faithful and 
loving wife of the greatest benefactor of mankind. She is universally 
acknowledged as the most authentic reporter of the traditions of 
the Prophet and the message of Islam as propounded by him. She 
was blessed with prodigious memory and retained in her mind the 
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enquiries made by the female callers on the H 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and the re} 
She retained fully the lectures delivered by the H 
sei (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) to the d 
congregations in the Mosque as Hadrat ‘A’isha’s chan 
the Mosque. She attentively listened to the address 

discussions of the Prophet with his Companions and 


She also made querries from the Prophet (peacs 


Allah be upon him) on delicate and intricate matter 
the tenets of the new religion. By virtue of this ki 
became the most authoritative source of the tradit 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) a 
of Islam. 
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‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him), the second ( 
on Hadrat ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him). t! 
shook the foundations of the new state and led t. 
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(Allah be pleased with her) continued to enjoy the posit 


het (peace 


roy 
Pit 


ven by him 


y Prophet 


legations OF 


ber adjoined 


tures and 


ther people 


essings Of 
relating 10 
Wledge she 
the Holy 
the tenets 


lestined 
e upon him) 
Prophet 


\H. 632 


him) 
Sakr (Allah 


ong the Muslims: Islam which by now had spread upto the cor 
1 jsof Alps received a serious set back. 


™) jieated and she had to retreat to Medina under the guard of 


= dame Caliphate was giving place to a temporal power, was 


% reported the traditions of the Prophet (peace and blessings off 


19\ 


Hadrat Aisha (Allah be pleased with her) coulda not remain 
jslent spectator to the disruptive forces She sincerely sided with 
hose Who Were Clamouring for avenging the m< tyrdom of the 
hind Caliph) In the Battle of Camel fought ag inst the fourth 
(iliph Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him), her forces were 


(aliphs’s own sons. 


Hadrat Avisha (Allah be pleased with her) died in 678 A.C., 
ding the reign of Amir Mu‘awiya, the Amir under whom the 


ailremely afraid of Hadrat “A’isha (Allah be pleased with her) and 
her Outspoken criticism of the politically changing state of Islam. 


Hadrat Avisha (Allah be pleased with her) was distinguished 
forher multifarious qualities—piety, learning, wisdom, simplicity, 
generosity and the care with which she safeguarded and faithfully 


| Allah be upon him). Her simplicity and modesty continue toy 
sive as a guiding light to all Muslim ladies thereafter. 


Hadrat “A‘isha (Allah be pleased with her) lived in a room o q 
handily 12 by 12 feet along with the Prophet of Islam (peace and) am 
blessings of Allah be upon him). The room had a low roof covered 9 
with date leaves and branches plastered with mud. The only 
entrance to the room had no shutters and an ordinary curtain 
was hing over it. There were hardly three successive days during 
the life time of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
pon him) when Hadrat “A’isha (Allah be pleased with her) had a 
full diet. On the night the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) breathed his last, she had no oil to light her lamp, 
nor anything to eat. 
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jnong the Muslims. Islam which by now had spread upto the con 
nes of Alps received a serious set back. 


Hadrat Avisha (Allah be pleased with her) coulc not remain 
jsient spectator to the disruptive forces She sincerely sided with 
jose WhO were Clamouring for avenging the mz tyrdom of the 
fd Caliph In the Battle of Camel fought ag inst the fourth 
(iliph Hadrat “Ali (Allah be pleased with him), her forces were 


Wy jveated and she had to retreat to Medina under the guard of 


(iliphs’s Own sons. 


Hadrat Avisha (Allah be pleased with her) died in 678 A.C., 


~ during the reign of Amir Mu‘awiya, the Amir under whom the 
igamic Caliphate Was giving place to a temporal power, was 
Ptktremely afraid of Hadrat “Aisha (Allah be pleased with her) and 


her outspoken criticism of the politically changing state of Islam. 


Hadrat- Aisha (Allah be pleased with her) was distinguished 
for her multifarious qualities—piety, learning, wisdom, simplicity, 
generosity and the care with which she safeguarded and faithfully 


"reported the traditions of the Prophet (peace and blessings of 


Allah be Upon him). Her simplicity and modesty continue tom 
serve as a guiding light to all Muslim ladies thereafter. 


Hadrat “A’isha (Allah be pleased with her) lived in a room™ 
hanily 12, by 12 feet along with the Prophet of Islam (peace and 
blessings Of Allah be upon him). The room had a low roof covered _ 
with date leaves and branches plastered with mud. The only 
entrance to the room had no shutters and an ordinary curtain 
was hung over it. [here were hardly three successive days dunng 
the life time of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
ipon him) when Hadrat “A’isha (Allah be pleased with her) had a 
full diet’ On the night the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) breathed his last, she had no oil to light her lamp, 
hor anything to eat. 
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Hadrat “A’isha (Allah be pleased with her) seldom kept the 

money and gifts she received for the second jay and promptly 
nH distributed these among the needy. Once during the month of 
. HI Ramadan, Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Zubair (Allah be pleased with 
| him) presented her a purse of one lakh dirhams. She distributed 
before breaking her fast. 


Hadrat “A’isha (Allah be pleased with her) was a great orator 


of her time. Her services to popularise and promote the knowledge 
of traditions and figh (Islamic Jurisprudence) are well-known. She 
had few parallels in the annals of Islamic history. W ver a 
difficult problem of tradition or figh was encounte! ich 
defied solution, the matter was ultimately referred to he: her 
word was final. Apart from Hadrat ‘Ali, Hadrat ‘A in 


Abbas and Hadrat “Abdullah bin “Umar (Allah be ple: with 
them), she was regarded as the greatest intellectual of ear 


Hadrat Aisha (Allah be pleased with her) was eight 
old at the demise of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). She is the most reliable reporter of the Holy 


Prophet’s sayings and actions. She reported as many as one 
thousand two hundred and ten traditions directly from the sacred 
tongue of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). Thus she occupies ‘a prominent place amongst the most 
distinguished Traditionists. Being a close and favourite wile of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) gave her an 
immense advantaye of knowledge. Besides she was a well-read 
lady. She was among the few distinguished Arab wome! were 
proficient in reading and writing. She had closely observed the 
political affairs in the time of the Holy Apostle (peace a ssings 
of Allah be upon him). She had also an intimate know! f his 
judicial decisions. She was an irreproachable authority on the 
methods and conduct of the Prophet (peace and blessing Allah 


be upon him). The successor Caliphs (Allah be pleased with them) 
made it a point to consult her on affairs of State and on the )| ogical 
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and judicial subjects. She was ready at all times to proffer her 
mature advice to the Caliph as well as a common Muslim. Men and 
women approached her frequently with their personal problems. 
She tried to help them as much as possible. She offered solutions 
to public and private issues in the light of the Holy Prophet's 
teachings. She had a stupendous memory. Some authorities hold 
that she had learned the Qur’an by heart. She could recite from 
memory many poems and historical episodes. 


Historians of Islam have accorded her just praise for her 
genius. 

After a full and eventful life she expired on 17 Ramadan 
58H. comesponding to 13 July 678 A.D. Some writers generally 
assume the date of her death to be 17 Ramadan (or 19 Ramadan) 
58 H., somé mention 56 to 57 H., as the yearof her death But as 
the day of the week is stated to have been Tuesday, only the first 
mentioned date 17 Ramadan 58 H. {13 July 678) is proved to be 
exact. 3 

She is stated to have been born eight or nine years before 
Hijra. So her age at the time of death works out to be between! 
66 to 67 years. Thus she lived for full 48 years after the demist 
of her holy husband (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). a 


At death-bed her last wish was to be buried the same nignt. 
She died peacefully with Darud-o—Salam and the name of Allah © 
on her lips. J 
a 
She was buried in Jannat al-Baqi, the famous cemetry of — 
Medina. 
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